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Seniors Forge Their Own Path

By: David Murray ‘17
 
 Well, Seniors, this is it. The moment 
we have worked towards since we entered high 
school: Graduation. To some of us, it’s quite 
surreal. One day you’re a senior, the next, you’re 
a full-fledged adult. To others, it’s what we’ve 
always been waiting for, the moment when we 
can finally unfurl our metaphorical wings and 
take flight.
 Everybody has their own path ahead 
of them. To some, it’s college. To others, it’s 
immediate employment. The thing about plans 
though, is that they have a tendency to change 

@SFSKEALAKAI

drastically. Life happens. At least we will always 
have the friends and experiences we’ve made 
with each other to help us get through the tough 
times. Our teachers and mentors have instilled 
in us a good work ethic that will help us get 
things done when we have to, as well as a 
sense spirituality and faith that we can rely on to 
guide us through the darker aspects of life 
(Thank you Mrs. Cameron!). Our time here at 
Saint Francis School has provided us with the 
tools we need in order to go on into our adult 
lives as prepared as we can be.
 For me, it’s still hard to grasp that it’s 
only been four years. I would have thought it to 
be longer. A lot can happen in four years. People 
change and grow. Drama occurs. Tears are 
shed. Laughs are had. Friends are made. 

Lessons are learned, in both the academic and 
practical sense. It may have only been four 
years, but those years are densely filled with 
experiences, good and bad, and those 
experiences will be with us as we go on in the 
real world.
 So, on the behalf of the senior class, 
I would like to thank the entirety of Saint 
Francis for our time here. Experiences and 
lessons learned during our time here have 
essentially shaped who we are as people. We 
wouldn’t be who we are today if it weren’t for 
the teachers and classmates that we met and 
worked with here. It’s been fun, SFS, but all 
good things must inevitably come to an end. 
Thanks for everything.

The Senior class celebrating the advent of their graduation and transition into the adult world. The class of 2017 hold up their senior signs forming a “17.”
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By: Michael Delicata ‘17

 Senior year is a struggle. It is an 
excruciating year filled with A.P. tests, graduation 
prep, college applications, scholarships and the 
dreaded finals. However, these aren’t the only scary 
things you have to look forward to your senior year. 
Most students focus on these events, but tend to 
slack off in possibly the most important part of the 
year: classes. 
 It is common as a senior to experience 
“senioritis.” This refers to the complete disregard for 
school work and general slacking off once accepted 
to college, or in some cases, as soon as you enter 
senior year. 

THIS IS FATAL.
 You may not know this, but colleges can 
actually retract their acceptance. They can reduce, 
and even remove, scholarships based on your senior 
year grades. But, you're in luck as several seniors 
have come forward to give you some advice.

 As you can see, it all follows a common 
theme. You absolutely have to do your work. It is the 
most important thing to do in your school year. It 
could be the difference between the college you 
want to go to, and the college you actually do go to.
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Survey Says... Study!

It’s A Boy!
Saint Francis School Has Its 
First Male Valedictorian 
and Salutatorian
By: Kolbee Kealoha ‘18

 Saint Francis has been a 
female-dominated school since 1933. Its first 
graduating class was four students. In 2006, the 
school began accepting boys. In 2012, the school 
had its first graduating class with boys. 
 In the school’s 93-year history there has 
never been a male Valedictorian or Salutatorian. For 
David Murray and Shinya Saito, this is an amazing 
achievement.
 With a G.P.A. of 4.2, David has been 
working hard towards his goal of obtaining the 
highest academic title a school can offer. David is 
also passionate about reading, screenwriting, and 
moviegoing. 
 Next year, David will be attending the 
University of Montana Western and will be majoring 
in English. David’s aspirations to become 
Valedictorian started, “At some point in middle 
school. I wanted to try and be the best I could be. 
Wow! That sounds cheesy.” 
 After college, David hopes to become an 
author and wishes to write for a living. However, if the 
writing job doesn’t work out, David hopes to become 
a college English professor.  
 Shinya will be attending UH Manoa, 
majoring in Bioengineering and Design. He will also 
be minoring in Japanese. After college, Shinya hopes 
to pursue a career as an animator as a series or 
episode director in Toei Animation.
 Both David and Shinya have worked hard 
to achieve the highest awards high school 
academics have to offer. "Being Valedictorian takes a 
lot of time and effort," says David. 
 With hard work and dedication, anyone 
can achieve anything. Shinya says, "Be happy, let 
yourself be free, and if you want to do something, 
just do it, and be unstoppable."

Valedictorian David Murray and Salutatorian Shinya Saito with Sister Joan of Arc Souza after being
recognized as the top two students of the class of 2017. 

“STUDY.”
Valedictorian 
David Murray 

“Do your work!” 
S.O.E., President 
Caryn Chinen

“Have fun. Know your 
priorities. Get your work 
done. Don’t procrastinate.”
Senior 
Mayleen Gonzalez 

“Participate in class, read, 
and do your work.”
A.P. Student 
Lani DePonte - Merideth
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Seniors Enjoy The Spirit of Aloha

By: Caryn Chinen ‘17
       S.O.E President

 Becoming a senior at Saint Francis 
comes with excitement about graduation and 
moving on to adulthood. The hardest part is 
understanding that everything you do is for the 
last time, whether it be walking down the 
hallway and talking with your friends or hanging 
out in the Senior Courtyard. It’s all coming to an 
end. We can finally see four years of hard work 
paying off and see what the future has in store 
for us. 
 Before we go, however, there are 
events only seniors experience. After years of 
watching previous seniors participating in their 
final activities as students of Saint Francis, it’s 
finally our turn. 
 The best part of moments like Senior 
Day, Senior Luau and the Candle Rose 
Ceremony is enjoying the last couple months 
with classmates. Senior Day included getting to 
spend the day at the water park. At the Senior 
Luau, we invited our families to spend an 
evening of dinner and Hawaiian music with us in 
the ASC. 

Seniors: 
The End Of A Journey

 One of the last, and maybe most 
significant, events is the Candle Rose 
Ceremony, the passing of candles from the 
Seniors to the Juniors to carry on the legacy of 
the school. Seniors receive a rose from the 
Juniors as a small, farewell gift.  
 Each of these events allow us to 
come together as a class and enjoy the 
remaining time we have left together. These last 

The Senior class relaxed and ready for fun before their Senior Day at Wet’n’Wild Hawaii.

days as a Senior class are about making every 
moment count. 
 After high school, I won’t be able to 
see these same friends everyday. I’m thankful to 
able to have these events to allow our senior 
year to go out with a bang. In my last year of 
high school, I’ve made memories that I will 
cherish for the rest of my life. I hope you have 
as well.

Band Director Rob Toyama and friends 
entertaining the class of 2017.

Senior Joerdan Lovell performs a 
mele for her class.

 Senior girls enjoy the festivities.

Recently crowned Miss Aloha Hula 2017, Kelina 
Eldredge, dances for the seniors.

Seniors share a lasting memory at the Senior Lu’au.

@SFSKEALAKAI - TWEET A FINAL FAREWELL TO YOUR SENIOR FRIENDS!

“I’ve made memories 
that I will cherish for the 

rest of my life.”

- Caryn Chinen ‘17
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Passing The Torch: Exchanging Legacies

Junior Jasmine Minji Kim gives a heartfelt thank 
you after being awarded the Alumni Scholarship 
Award from Alumni President Rita Chun.

(Left to Right) Sister Joan of Arc Souza, Sonia 
Liu-Wada, Sister Charlene Epil, Rita Chun, Junior 
Jasmine Minji Kim, Sang Sol Kim, Julia Brown, and 
Eliza Agustin Bagayas

Junior Shane Ho-Ching and Senior Jake 
Smotherman exchange a candle and a rose.

Junior Anthony To held aloft by Senior Trinity 
Fautanu.

Senior Tiare Guerrero hugs her younger sister, 
Junior Malia Guerrero.

By: Paul McGhiey ‘18

 Encounter is a three-day and 
two-night retreat intended to be the culmination 
of every student’s time at the Saint Francis 
School. Friendships are made with both God 
and classmates.That may sound like a major 
event,  but Encounter is more than that. 
 Encounter was held at the Pu’u 
Kahea Conference Center in Waianae this 
year. Tears were shed and howls of laughter 
echoed through the halls in equal abundance. 
Anyone could share thoughts normally 
unspoken, whether they be utterly ridiculous or 
extremely intimate (I personally think we 
covered each side of the spectrum thoroughly). 
However, whatever’s said at Encounter, stays 
at Encounter. Your innermost secrets are safe; 
It truly was a bonding experience, both for 
friendships already made or new ones formed 

Encounter Life: One Family In Christ
that weekend.
 “Encounter was a very surprising 
experience,” says Junior retreatant Jaycob 
Manzano. “It made me think differently about 
how I treated other people.” 
 Without spoiling too much for those 
who have yet to go, I have to agree with my 
group member, Jaycob. I was able to bond with 
people I previously thought I had nothing in 
common with. By the end of the second night, 
we were all cracking up. We laughed at each 
other’s initial thoughts on each other; all the 
while wondering in disbelief, “How could I have 
so much in common with these guys who seem 
so different?” I couldn’t believe what I saw 
before me: a group of guys that couldn’t be 
more different laughing together as brothers. 
This retreat really was an eye-opener for those 
who participated.
 "We connected with each other and 
with God," says group leader Noah Kurosawa. 
"During school, everyone was kind of distant, 
hanging out in their cliques, but at Encounter, 
you realize we're all one family and that it's 
easy to get to know people once you spend 
time with them."
 One person who was especially 
delighted to see that bonding was Encounter 
Advisor Mr. Chambers. He says, “What makes 
me happy is seeing kids having a spiritual 
experience that can be so rare, especially one 
that’s so close and so intimate,” Mr. Chambers 

added, “They were able to be open and honest 
to others and to themselves, and because they 
were able to do that, I was happy.”
 There’s also a lot more to enjoy at 
Encounter. “The food,” was all Shane Ho-Ching 
talked about when asked what was the most 
rewarding part of Encounter. Everyone agreed 
with Shane to some extent. They all walked out 
of the mess hall with a good meal in their belly. 
Nachos, fried fish, salad, bacon, eggs, fruit, 
chocolate pudding, and strawberry shortcake: 
Encounter had it all. If nothing else, you will 
enjoy the food. I guarantee it.
 We all came back knowing 
something new about each other, and our 
relationships as classmates grew the better for 
it. Junior Kolbee Kealoha says,“Encounter was 
amazing. I never thought I'd be able to connect 
with not only God, but my classmates in such a 
short amount of time.”

Boys Encounter 5 Girls Encounter 22
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By: Chelsey Ishikawa 18’

 The 2017 Junior and Senior prom is 
definitely a night I’ll remember for the rest of my 
life. When I walked into the ballroom, I was 
surprised to be greeted with a round of applause 
from my peers. It made me feel good and started 
the night off on a good note.
 Prom is the night that you’re supposed 
to feel great about yourself and look the best you 
possibly can. It’s a time to spend with your 
friends and just have a good time. Whether it be 
on the dance floor or at the table, it’s a social 
event you don’t want to miss out on.
  I was surrounded by the people I care 
about most. My favorite part about prom was the 

dancing because it was fun on the dance 
floor. The music playlist was not too shabby, as 
well. It made me want to dance all night. 
Eventually, my feet were hurting so I took a 
break to take off my heels and rest. 
 I really enjoyed the slow songs, 
especially “Love” by Keyshia Cole. That song 
was a throwback for me and hearing it that night 
was really special. 
 At one point, the dance floor was so 
crowded that people were dancing off of it 
because there wasn’t enough room to fit all of 
us. 
 The photo booth was pretty packed 
as well. I was impressed with how the pictures 
turned out, too. With props, it really made the 

pictures stand out. If you didn’t like it, you could 
erase and retake the picture! 
 However, I did take professional 
photos, too. I loved how mine turned out. My 
friends and I exchanged our photos right away. 
Those pictures are something that I can look 
back on for the rest of my life. 
 The end of the night is the saddest 
part. Having to take off your perfect outfit and 
makeup is disappointing. It left me feeling that I 
knew the most perfect night of the school year 
was finished. 
 I will have to to wait a whole year to 
experience the night again. However it, will 
definitely be worth the wait. Now that I look back 
on it, I wouldn’t have wanted it any other way. 

Prom King Micah Kalei and Queen Kenna Santos with Princess Kolbee Kealoha and 
Prince Oloseti Haunga.

Seniors Kahili Liu-Hanohano, Ka’imilani Deponte-Merideth, and Shinya Saito bust a 
move with Justus Rogers-Makainai and Skye Ah Yat.

Juniors and Seniors slow dancing as the perfect night 
winds down.

Junior Chelsey Ishikawa and her date enter the 
ballroom as Juniors David Lee and Justin Berry greet 
them.  

(From Left to Right) Seniors Alexander Anderson, 
Macie Otenbriet, Haley Yoshioka, Jarred Yara,  Hapa 
Jeon-Patacsil, Sophomore Chiara Ganeku, and 
Seniors Jordan Woo and Shinya Saito 

Tyson Shimabukuro and prom goers enjoy their night 
on the dance �oor. 

The Most Perfect Night: Prom 2017



By: Kolbee Kealoha ‘18

 Not many sports teams have a bond that’s completely unbreakable. From 
crazy handshakes to silly nicknames, these are the things that help make a team’s 
bond unique. At Saint Francis, we have sports teams that range from the fields, to the 
courts, to the water. Each team has a bond that’s like no other. However, there may not 
be a bond as tight as the one our softball team seems to have.
 The Lady Saints softball team has always had a deep connection with one 
another, but last year their team bonding experience really amplified that bond. First 
baseman Skye Ah Yat says, “I’ve always felt close to the girls on our team, but after we 
spent the weekend at the beach house together, just talking and getting closer really 
changed things.” 
 Even people outside of the team have taken notice and have commented on 
how close the bond is as well. Infield Coach Eddie Kealoha says, “After games, 
coaches from the other teams have come up to us and have said that they can tell our 
girls have something special. Whether they win or lose, the other teams can tell our 
girls stick together through it all.”
 I’ve been a member of this varsity team for three years, and have been 
playing for Saint Francis for seven years, but this year’s team is like no other. This is 
the first year that I’ve actually seen a change in our team’s chemistry. Catcher Kalyn 
Higa says, “We work hard, not for ourselves, but for one another.” 
 As an athlete you always hear the saying, “Play for the name on the front of 
your jersey, not the back.” Our team really does take this saying into consideration. 
Shortstop Hailey Matsumura says, “This is the first year that it really seems as though 
everyone is here to be a part of the team. We play as a team and not individuals.”

Lady Saints Have Something Special Athletes Honored
at Banquet Awards

Boys

7th Grade
Outstanding Athlete
Keoni Williams

8th Grade
Outstanding Athlete
Kalan Ellis

8th Grade
Outstanding Athlete
Noah Mackenzie

9th Grade
Outstanding Athlete
Jonan Aina-Chaves

9th Grade
Outstanding Athlete
Faaope Laloulu

10th Grade
Outstanding Athlete
Kameron Ng

11th Grade 
Outstanding Athlete
Wembley Mailei

9th Grade
Academic Athlete
Andrew Nishitomi

10th Grade
Academic Athlete
Justin Loi

11th Grade 
Academic Athlete
Edwin Zheng

Scholar Athlete
Shinya Saito

Athlete of the Year
Supilani Mailei

Coach of the Year
Ron Durant

Girls

7th Grade
Outstanding Athlete
Kristine Punzal

8th Grade
Outstanding Athlete
Hope Fautanu

9th Grade
Outstanding Athlete
Mata Sagapolutele

10th Grade
Outstanding Athlete
Kawena Kalani

11th Grade 
Outstanding Athlete
Skye Ah Yat

9th Grade
Academic Athlete
Taylor Lei San Juan

10th Grade
Academic Athlete
Kelsy Padilla

11th Grade 
Academic Athlete
Malia Guerrero

Scholar Athlete
Taylor Lau

Athlete of the Year
Olivia Vaeatangitau

6 Ke Alaka‘i • May 2017

The Lady Saints huddle up before 
winning their first state game against 
Kalani 10-0.

The Lady Saints defeat Mid-Pacific 5-4 
and honor their Seniors. (Left to Right) 
Tiare Guerrero, Haley Yoshioka, Kalyn 
Higa, Kenna Santos, Joerdan Lovell and 
Caryn Chinen 



By: Allura Lusardi-Cohen ‘18

 Saint Francis basketball took it all the 
way this year, all the way to the State 
Championship! Last year, our boys fell short of a 
title, finishing third.
 This year, they worked very hard and 
grew as a team to ensure a victory. Junior Boris 
Vukovic says, “We worked hard and practiced 
everyday, worked out plays and supported each 
other - That's what got us ready.”
 Throughout the season, Saint Francis 
students cheered and supported our boys. 
Nearly every game, we had a cheer section that 
got our boys pumped and eager to bring home a 
win and make their school proud.
 The championship was a nail-biting 
game, leaving the crowd anxious, hoping for a 
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By: Paul McGhiey, Jr. ‘18

     Shooting isn’t your usual sport, at 
least compared to some of the major ball sports, 
such as football and basketball. Shooting is an 
Olympic sport, using some kind of gun and its 
ammunition to complete a certain shot discipline 
for scoring. However, shooting isn’t just a sport - 
it’s a world of opportunity to better yourself as a 
person. 
 A gun in your hand means a great 
deal of responsibility. A responsible person is 
one who can be trusted to serve as an example 
in our community. Shooting sports create 
problem-solvers and give people the chance to 
become disciplined enough to achieve 
something “bigger than themselves,” as Coach, 
Delwin Dang has said.
 Olympic gold medalist Virginia 
Thrasher said, “Rifle [sic] is a sport where you 
very much get out of it what you put in.”If I put 
the practice in and I put the discipline in, I can 
push myself past any goal put before me.This is 
where I find the appeal in being a competitive 
shooter. You don’t go head-to-head with another 
player here as you would in a sport like 
wrestling. 

Natural Point of Aim  Shooting is 90% mental and 10% 
physical. You’ll only get as far as your mindset 
will take you. If you doubt yourself, you don’t 
perform. However, if you remain unfazed by the 
little mistakes and practice a “shot plan” (a 
common term for a step-by-step process of how 
each shooter takes their shot), you can show 
yourself what you’re truly capable of. 
 You need to learn to be almost robotic 
to succeed in shooting sports by finding your 
natural point of aim (the stance in which your 
body lines up with the your current shot) and 
learning the smooth trigger pull and 
follow-through (continuing to hold the trigger 
after the shot for maximum stability).
 In an issue of USA Shooting, Sean 
McCann, Sr Sport Psychologist for the United 
States Olympic Committee, said, “There’s the 
discipline to follow a routine...reduce the amount 
of variability that could cause an error.”   
I’ve been shooting for the past three years. It 
was only in this past 2017 ILH Precision Season 
that I saw the truth in those words. For a while, I 
would just go out and shoot the target sheet, 
one unpredictable shot after the other and I 
wouldn’t perform consistently. I was lacking a 
shot process. However, after forming a uniform 
shot plan in January of this year, I was able to 
progress at an increasingly fast rate, jumping 20 
points in a matter of three weeks. 
 I began making tremendous progress. 
It took me a while to overcome my biggest 
obstacle: my own fear of failure. In the same 
week that I shot a personal record of 382 out of 
400 in practice, my own nerves got to me and I 
fell back down to a season-low of 357. After a 
day or two of soul-searching, I realized what I 
was lacking. What was missing was something 
any participant of any sport should never 
compete without: a desire to have fun. I shot the 
following weekend without a single worry and 
ended up shooting a 368 with an inner-10 (or 
bullseye) streak of 6 shots.

Nolan Goo, Paul McGhiey, Shane Ho-Ching, and 
Arthur Sickels take aim.

win. We started off slow, but as soon as our 
boys got comfortable, the points started racking 
up. 
 Saint Francis students cheered and 
waved signs to show support. Both cheer 
sections did cheer-offs against the other team’s 
supporters. 
 The boys played hard, thinking back to 
all their practice and drills. They played with their 
hearts and that’s what brought them the win: 
heart. 
 The buzzer sounded and Saint 
Francis fans went crazy, jumping up and down, 
screaming and hugging. It bonded our school. 
The boys recieved their championship trophy 
and celebrated while the Saint Francis students 
put their arms around one another and sang the 
alma mater with pride.

 The following weekend was the ILH 
Varsity Championships and I shot the entire time 
with an intent to have fun. I wasn’t gunning with 
expectations at all, for the first time in weeks, 
and I shot my best official match with a score of 
373, placing seventh out of the top 20 shooters 
in the ILH. 
 I went on to finals (final shoot-off 
between the top eight shooters of the match) 
later that day and shot an 89 out of 100, placing 
8th and receiving a medal. 
 In those moments, I felt more proud to 
be a shooter than ever before. Now, I can’t wait 
to take what I learned to show myself what I’m 
made of next season.
 Going into that match without 
expectations and doing the best I ever had was 
a testament to something my coach told me. 
Coach Dang said, “There are no expectations - 
just personal milestones.” 
 When you compete in a shooting 
sport, you’re really only competing with yourself. 
There’s no one there that you have to tackle or 
submit to win. Shooting is just putting your best 
up against the best others can do and doing 
side-by-side comparisons afterwards.
 Thinking of starting a new sport? Like 
the concept of shooting guns? Try a shooting 
sport. It might be for you. You’ll never know for 
sure unless you give it a shot.

Saints Raise Another Banner
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By: Kolbee Kealoha ‘18

 For the past three years, our 
Troubadour Media team has participated in the 
statewide student news network, Hiki No. 
However, this year, the team led by Jasmine Minji 
Kim, Kolbee Kealoha, and Maika Pundyke were 
nominated for the “Best Writing - High School 
Division” Hiki No Award. This was the first time 
Saint Francis has been nominated for this 
prestigious award.
 Kim, Kealoha, and Pundyke produced a 
story on Lee Wang, the owner of Lucy’s Lab 
Creamery in Kaka’ako. The story described the 
reason for opening the creamery, and how it was a 
way to honor the owner’s late mother. 
 Director Jasmine Minji Kim says, “It was 
fun working on the project. It was my first time 
heading a Hiki No story, and I think we did a great 
job.” With all the hard work the team put into the 
story, they really hoped to get good results at the 
awards show. 
 The show took place on March 11th. 
The first place winner in each category received a 

Troubadour Media Nominated For Hiki No Award

$1,000 gift card to B&H photo for their school's 
media program. Camera operator Maika Pundyke 
says, “We worked hard on the story, and I’m glad 
we were at least nominated.” If the team had 
placed, this would have been the first time a Saint 
Francis Hiki No team and won a Hiki No award.
 Digital Media Advisor Ryan Ragus says, 
“It feels great that we were nominated, because 
I’ve had these Hiki No students for two years now, 

and the amount of work they’ve 
accomplished since they’ve been in my class 
has been extraordinary. This is a great 
milestone for the technology program.” 
 Although they didn’t place in the 
top three, being nominated was the first step 
to accomplishing success in the future for the 
Video Production program.

By: Savannah Neves ‘18

 This semester's’ canned food drive 
was “very successful,” according to Mr. 
Chambers. He was quite proud to announce 
that Saint Francis “brought in almost triple the 
amount of canned food items this semester 
compared to last.” This semester’s total was 
around 500 pounds of food, which was 
substantially bigger than last semester’s
 There were six winners of the food 
drive: four came from the high school. This 
semester’s winning homeroom teacher was 
Mrs. Tolentino (Juniors). The other winners 
from the high school included Mr. Chambers 

Canned Food Drive Exceeds Expectations

Name That Beach

(Sophomores), Ms. Agle (Freshmen), Mrs. 
Cameron (Seniors), and Ms. Massaro 
(Sophomores). 
 Ms. Massaro and Mr. Chambers 
initially tied. Mr. Chambers added that the 
biggest competition was between Ms. Agle, 
Sister Barbara Jean, and Mrs. Tolentino. The 
competition was high. Mrs. Tolentino’s 
homeroom was declared the overall winner.

Seniors Ian Harris and Penisimani Haunga 
having a blast loading donations from the 
canned food drive.

Owner Lee Wang shared his story with the Hiki No 
team.
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By: Chelsey Ishikawa ‘18

On each page of Ke Alaka’i, there are pictures of 
fun beaches here on Oahu. Name them here.

‘
‘

"We brought in almost triple the 
amount of canned food items 

this semester compared to last." 
-Mr. Chambers

Lucy’s Lab staff members pictured with Kolbee 
Kealoha, Jasmine Minji Kim, and Maika Pundyke. 

 (Answers located on www.kealakai.stfrancis-oahu.org)
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By: Allura Lusardi-Cohen

Getting a job as a high 
school student is a major 
part of growing up. It adds 
extra responsibility, 
commitment, and shows 
maturity. It’s juggling 
school, a job and, 
hopefully friends, when 
you get the time. 

 Having a job since January, I know how to manage my 
time and my friends. It was not always like this. When I first started my 
current job at Kokua Market, it was tough keeping up with my school 
work. Having to go to work was a hassle, filled with sighs and 
grumbles. It takes time to adjust to the work environment and what 
they expect from you.    
 So, how do you know what is the right job for you? There's 
many things to consider when submitting your job applications, such 
as if you like and support what they stand for, or what they sell. You 
are going to get discounts on items, so make sure you like what they 
carry. 
 Kokua Market was an easy pick for me. They support local  
communities and strive to put good in people's bodies. Make sure to 
check they have part time jobs available because your school work 
should always come first. 
 Right now, I work three shifts a week. At times, it’s still a 
struggle to keep my grades up. Some jobs will be more lenient than 
others, so get a feel of the store and ask around. Don't be shy! 
 At Kokua Market, they employ mostly college students, 
who also need to have schedules that they can change if they have a 
class or an event. Location also plays a big part, especially if you 
don’t have a car. Getting to work needs to be easy. Depending on 
whether you want to work more during the week or weekend, look for 
places near your school or home.
 Also, make sure you like the vibes of the people there. 
Working with people you don't like makes work a drag. In the 
beginning, it can be weird with all the new faces and personalities, 
and the new environment. Just be friendly and open to others. 
 When I first started working, I was convinced that there 
would be an age barrier between me and my co-workers because I 
was, and still am, the only high schooler. I was wrong. I began having 
conversations with everyone and got to know them. They welcomed 
me with open arms. We became friends instead of coworkers.
 Going to work doesn't have to be stressful, but it won’t 
always be fun. You may not always want to go, but by following this 
advice, you’ll find the best job for you. 
 At Kokua Market, I formed a family not only with my 
co-workers, but also with the customers. It stands for everything I 
believe in and that is why I love it. I enjoy going to work, seeing my 
co-workers, dancing around the store with the customers as we play 
Amy Winehouse, and having water hose fights with the people in 
produce. 
 No matter what job you choose, you will be nervous at first. 
You might be sad when one of your co-workers leaves and be 
skeptical when a new one arrives. But, above all, you will make 
memories.

Make Memories with your Perfect Job 

By: Chelsey Ishikawa

 Summer is pretty much the biggest thing everyone looks forward to once 
the school year starts. Who doesn’t want to relax, sleep in all day, not worry about 
school and do whatever you want for the next two months? 
 The summer will go by quicker than you think. Plan out something 
productive for your whole summer. Then, it will be a summer worth remembering. 
Even though our island is limited, we can still have fun!
 Given that we are surrounded by water,  living on a rock, we should use 
that as an advantage. So, why not soak up some sun? That's what you’re supposed 
to do during summer anyway.
 The beach is calling! Get in some salt water therapy by taking a dip in the 
ocean. There are many activities that you can do. 
 If you’re looking for a calm and peaceful environmental experience, I’d 
recommend snorkeling. A really popular snorkeling spot is Hanauma Bay, located on 
the East side in Hawaii Kai. It is strictly for snorkeling. They are strict about 
maintaining the area for the courtesy of the marine life and us also. 
 Waikiki and Magic Island are good places to go if you are just interested 
in swimming with your family. It is a popular tourist attraction and has no waves, 
making it perfectly safe.  
 If you’re or a surfer or “spunjah” and are itching to catch some waves, this 
is the time of year when Town gets big. Town’s waves get up to 6-8 ft. Town can be 
more convenient. There are plenty of good spots in town, such as Kewalos, OTR, 
Rockpiles and Kaisers. They are all reef breaks, which most of my surfer friends 
prefer over a shorebreak.
 If you're not a beach person, but are down for a spontaneous adventure, 
hiking is the way to go. You get the chance to see the beauty of nature and get your 
exercise in at the same time. 
 A perfectly good hike in Manoa is Manoa Falls. It isn’t too long and has a 
breathtaking waterfall at the end.
  Personally, I’m into more challenging hikes and I prefer to stay dry. Koko 
Head (in Hawaii Kai) really gives you a good workout and it isn’t complicated because 
it goes straight up. The view is so beautiful because it was once a volcano, which is 
why it is so unique. 
 Another hike I’d recommend is “Pillboxes” in Lanikai. It isn’t as challenging 
as Koko Head, but it does give you a good workout. At the top, you can practically 
see all of Kaneohe. If you hike around sunset, you’ll get a breathtaking view.
 Lulumahu Falls is a beautiful hike in Nu’uanu with a nice view of waterfalls 
similar to Maunawili. However, you can swim in these waterfalls.
 Don’t waste away during your summer. Make memories that are worth 
remembering for a whole lifetime! I hope you have a good summer adventuring 
around the island. I can’t wait for summer to come, so I can hit the beaches and trails.

How To Not Waste Your Summer
Chelsey Ishikawa stands atop Kokohead peering out at the Ka’iwi coastline.
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Grade 4
Tessadee Kahunahana - Social Studies
Laylee Pasion - Spanish
Shayden Cachola Kerston - Language Arts, Math, Japanese
Patrick Punzal - Religion, Science, Chinese

Grade 5
Rainna Beal - Spanish
Kaia Marcellino-See - Japanese   
Bethany McGhiey - Office Skills   
Emmalee Bugado - Religion, Chinese  
Nicholas Sharawy - Social Studies 5, Math 5  
Isabella Yosting  - English 5, Science 5

Grade 6
Ka’olu Holt - Japanese   
Minwoo Kim - Math 6
Masen Luke - Religion 6   
Brooklyn Nagano - World Studies I
L J Pasion - Spanish   
Miu Kikuchi - English 6, Science 6, Office Skills, Chinese

Grade 7
Catelyn Hee - English 7
Laniakea Chun-Rivas - Spanish
Shi Yu Chen- Science 7, Band A
SungWon Han - Office Skills, Pre-Algebra 
Noelani Kabutaulaka - Band A
Yumi Nakago - Religion 7, Band A
Kristine Punzal - Religion 7, Chinese, World Studies II
Jaelyn Mina - Office Skills, Japanese, English 7, 
 Science 7, World Studies II, Pre-Algebra

Grade 8
Gavin Andreassen - Chinese   
Dendra Bautista - Religion 8
Lucas Biondi - English 8 
Josiah Liu - Algebra I
Tanner Sera - Science 8   
Kalil Sweeney - Religion 8
Kyla Billenan - English 8, American Government 8
Logan Gaspar - Algebra I, American Government 8
Kai Nushida - Japanese, English 8, Science 8, 
 American Government 8
Alannah Alvarado - Religion 8, Office Skills, Spanish, 
 Science 8, Algebra I Honors, Jr. Art

Grade 9
Jonan Aina-Chaves - Office Skills
Rebecca Conde - Biology Honors
Chengjie Jiang - Algebra I
Tia-Marie Kekipi-Nuuanu - Spanish I
Faith Mafua - Fundamentals of Ancient History
Tia Nielson-Abreu - Japanese I
Taylor Lei San Juan - Geometry Honors
Jonathan Wilson - Composition
Ryzen Lane - Algebra I, Chinese II
Andrew Nishitomi - Fundamentals of Ancient History, 
 Composition
Caitlyn Pang - Morality/Old Testament, Tech 21 Sem 2
Dominic Sagapolutele - Morality/Old Testament, 
 Fundamentals of Ancient History
Isaiah San Diego - Spanish II
Chloe Solidum - Morality/Old Testament, Ceramics I Sem 2

Grade 10
Azure Acosta - Ceramics II Sem 2   
Jesus Garcia - World Literature   
Nathan Ashbrook - Japanese II   
Aulani Garcia - Ceramics Sem 1   
McKayla Matsumoto - World Religion/Christology  
Kaleoaloha Neves - Art 1 Sem 2
Destyn O’Brien - Ancient/Medieval History Honors
Ashley Joy Salacup - World Religion/Christology
Zackery Shiraki - World Literature Honors 
Jett Tanuvasa - Biology
Ashley Caro - Biology, American Sign Language II
Ka’ena Keliinoi - Biology, Spanish II
Kelsy Padilla - Ancient/Medieval History, World Religion/Christology
Ashli Sordilla - Office Skills Sem 1, American Sign Language I
Justin Loi - Ancient/Medieval History, Chemistry Honors,    
 Algebra II Honors
Uyen Tran - Tech 21 Sem 2 , Ancient/Medieval History, Geometry
Khanh Nguyen - Tech 21 Sem 1, Art I Sem 1,    
Anatomy/Physiology, American English II, Geometry

Grade 11
Nadia Boneza - AP Art History 
Brittney Ganzelli - Chemistry 
Koby Gerboc-Chun - Tech 21 Sem 2
Lori Goo - Advanced Ceramics Sem 1
Takaamoato’a Lautaha - Chinese III
David Lee - Spanish IV
Brandon Loi - Pre-Calculus Honors
Jaycob Manzano - AP Computer Science Principles
Kaila Okubo - Graphic Design
Ciara Ratum - Video Production
Misiona Ribeiro-Mene - Church History/Justice and Peace
Nila Tarin - Ceramics II Sem 1
Anthony To - Algebra II
Zach Alcos - American Literature, Spanish III
Tiara Calma - Algebra II, Japanese III 
Nanea Kalama - Art II Sem 2, Church History/Justice & Peace
Kolbee Kealoha - Journalism/Print, Church History/Justice & Peace
Paul McGhiey - Introduction to Statistics, AP U.S. History 
Malia Guerrero - Introduction to Statistics, Marine Science, 
 AP English Language
Kyung “Jady” Kim - Art II Sem 1, TOEFL, Chinese V
Arthur Sickels, Jr. - Advanced Art Sem 2, U.S. History, American   
 Literature, Advanced Japanese I
Edwin Zheng - Advanced Art Sem 1, U.S. History, Chinese IV,   
 Pre-Calculus Honors, AP Biology

Grade 12
Nadiamaria Byrne - Advanced Japanese II
Penisimani Haunga - Lead Ministry
David Murray - AP English Literature
Alexander Anderson - Band, Pre-Engineering I
Ka’imilani DePonte-Merideth - Ethics, Sacraments/Lifestyle
Ashley Fisher - Economics, Global Issues Social Studies
Noah Kurosawa - Ethics, Sacraments/Lifestyle
Kahili Liu - Advanced Ceramics Sem 2, Anatomy/Physiology
Jake Smotherman - Marine Science, Pre-Calculus, AP Government
Mingjing Sun - Band, Global English, English Literature
Shinya Saito - AP Calculus
Tiare Guerrero - Photo Journalism, American Sign Language IV,   
 Sacraments/Lifestyle, Economics, Ethics, Global    
 English, English Literature, Global Issues Social Studies

Honorable Mention in the Mayor’s Memorial Day Poster Contest
Penisimani Haunga, Grade 12
Nanea Kalama, Grade 11
Serena Lum, Grade 11
Ichihi Aizawa, Grade 8

Martin Luther King, Jr. Peace Poetry Contest
Serena Lum, Grade 11 - 1st Place

2017 Creativity Contest
Arthur Sickels, Jr., Grade 11

Hawaii Association of Independent Schools Vision Award
Kolbee Kealoha, Grade 11

Morning News Broadcast 
Jasmine Minji Kim, Grade 11

Outstanding Senior Yearbook Editor 
Tiare Guerrero, Grade 12



Rylee Adair   Orange Coast College  Business Management
Jay Kalani Naeata 'Aluesi  Pima Community College  Early Engineering
Caesar Amasol  Leeward Community College Accounting
Alexander Anderson  University of Hawaii at Manoa Engineering
Alohilani Asuega   Colorado Mesa University  Nursing
Lorena Buenaventura  Kapiolani Community College Liberal Arts
Kenneth Buenviaje  Concordia University Irvine  Biology
Nadiamaria Byrne  Arizona State University  Political Science
Caryn Chinen  Oregon State University  Mechanical Engineering
Anna Marie Correa  Chaminade University  Undecided
Michael Delicata  Chaminade University  English
Ka'imilani DePonte-Merideth  Skagit Valley College  Psychology
Rebecca Downing  Windward Community College Undecided
Shawn Ellis    University of Hawaii Hilo  Administration of Justice
Trinity Fautanu  New Mexico Military Institute Nursing
Ashley Fisher  University of Colorado Denver Fish & Wildlife
Junell Fonokalafi   Leeward Community College Criminal Justice
Mayleen Gonzalez  University of Nevada Las Vegas Theatre Arts
Nolan Goo    Honolulu Community College Electrical /Maintenance Tech
Tiare Guerrero  Pacific University Oregon  Pre-Law
Kalea Hall-Santiago   Honolulu Community College Cosmetology
Ian Harris   Windward Community College Psychology
Penisimani Haunga  University of Hawaii at Manoa Architecture
Kalyn Higa   University of Antelope Valley Business
Christian Ignacio  Colorado Mesa University  Physical Therapy
Hapa Jeon-Patacsil   Notre Dame de Namur University  Business
Taputafoki Kailea   Pima Community College  Accounting
Roselynn Kaitapu   Work Force 
Micah Kalei    West Hills College  Business
Noah Kurosawa   Menlo College  Psychology
Taylor Lau    University of Hawaii at Manoa Biology
Kahili Liu    Whitman College  Biology
Joerdan Lovell   California State University Stanislaus Criminal Justice
Jonah Luis-Mateo   West Hills College  Undecided
McKenzie Ma   Kapiolani Community College Business Management
Supilani Mailei   Pima Community College  Early Engineering
David Murray   University of Montana Western English
Ikani Naulu   Northwest Christian University Psychology
Hailey Okada   University of Nevada Las Vegas Hospitality
Rya Ornong    Work Force  
Macie Otenbriet  University of Nevada Las Vegas Nursing
Tevita Otuvaka   Arizona Western College  Engineering
Destin Pakele   Mesa Community College  Undecided
Laynee Pasion   Menlo College  Business
Maika Pundyke   Honolulu Community College Criminal Justice
Mathew Rodrigues   Air Force    
Shinya Saito    University of Hawaii at Manoa Bio Engineering & Design
Kenna Santos   University of Nevada Las Vegas Business & Accounting 
Jake Smotherman   University of Hawaii at Manoa Finance
Mingjiang Sun   University of Wisconsin Madison Electrical Engineering
Kayla-Marie Torres   Arizona State University  Aeronautics
Olivia Vaeatangitau   University of Great Falls  Mathematics
Brittney Whiting   St. Martin’s University  Accounting
Jordan Woo    University of Hawaii at Manoa Engineering
Jarred Yara    Whitworth University  Engineering
Haley Yoshioka   Linfield College  Political Science

What’s Next For the Class of 2017?
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Favorite Senior Memories
By: Ka’imi Kalei ‘18 and Paul McGhiey ‘18

 The four years of high school are a fundamental 
time in the development of a person. People grow and 
mature to become the individuals they will be for the rest 
of their lives. High school is a time in which memories are 
made as one last hoorah for childhood as adulthood 
looms just around the corner. With this in mind, Ke Alaka’i 
staff member Ka’imi Kalei asked a handful of this year’s 
graduating seniors, 
 “What was your favorite memory from high 
school?”

"My favorite memories in high school 
would have to be playing in varsity 
basketball and volleyball games, and 
seeing my family and friends 
supporting and cheering me on in the 
stands. Another could be sculptures in 
the art room and having conversations 
with my friends and Ms. Massaro. The 
last thing would probably be my first 
experience at Encounter. It was a 
period in my life where I got to reflect 
on my actions and allowed me to 
decide the type of person I wanted to 
be in the future."
 - Kahili Liu

"My basketball senior night. It was one 
of my most favorite moments I had in 
high school. My family and a couple of 
my friends, [whom] I didn’t expect, were 
there at the game to support me and 
helped plan to make that night special 
for me. My older brother just moved 
back to Hawaii, so I was happy that he 
moved back before my senior night 
game. I think my favorite memory of 
that night was scoring on my only shot 
of the game in the last minute."
 - Rya Ornong

"Being a part of Saint Francis’s first 
varsity football win in my junior year 
against Pac 5."
 - Pono Luis Mateo

"My favorite memory was winning 
the states for varsity basketball. I 
didn't really know how to feel at first. 
I was kind of relieved that we finally 
won. I was proud of all the boys that 
were on the team from the beginning 
because we definitely went through 
some tough seasons. Just proud of 
all my teammates and how hard they 
worked.”
 - Noah Kurosawa


