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The Spirit of Saint Francis Magazine is published annually by the Development 

Office of Saint Francis School.  It is distributed free of charge to alumni, parents, 

faculty, staff and friends of Saint Francis School. To obtain additional copies of 

the Spirit Magazine, please contact the Development Office at (808) 988-4111 

ext. 716 or email to: development@stfrancis-oahu.org.

Founded: 1924 by the Sisters of Saint Francis, Syracuse, New York

Campus: 11 acres at 2707 Pamoa Road in Manoa Valley

Enrollment: 541 students, coed preschool through twelfth grade

Faculty and Staff: 71

School year: Year round, beginning in August

Phone: 808-988-4111 | Fax: 808-988-5497

Website: www.stfrancis-oahu.org

Accreditation: Western Association of Schools and Colleges, Western Catholic 

Educational Association and the Hawaii Association of Independent Schools.

Memberships: National Catholic Educational Association, National 

Association for Year-Round Education, National Middle School Association, 

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, National 

Association of Secondary School Principals and Hawaii Association of 

Independent Schools.

President

Sister Joan of Arc Souza, SOSF ‘61

Chairperson

Martha Camacho

Secretary/Treasurer

Melinda Agbayani Zisko ‘77

Directors

Shawn Ching

Byron Gangnes

Ashley Marie Monroy Gundaker ‘01

James Haruki

Jeffrey Piontek

Sister Mary Edward Sugioka, SOSF ‘48

Dr. Shirley A. Tamoria ‘73

James A. Wagner

Gail Wong ‘55

Randall Yee

All religious and socio-economic groups are represented among approximately 

26 ethnic and religious combinations. Students come from Hawaii, Continental 

U.S., Samoa, Fiji, Canada, Japan, Taiwan, Korea and China. No student will be 

discriminated against because of race, color, creed or national origin. Tuition 

assistance is available.

ADMISSIONS: Contact Fayth Paekukui, Admissions Director, 988-4111 ext. 712.

“Quality Catholic Education in a Spirit of Joy!”

Our mission is to provide youth of diverse ethnic, religious 
and economic backgrounds with knowledge and wisdom 

that can be obtained through a liberal arts education 
with a Christian atmosphere.
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Dear Alumni & Friends,

As we reflect on this past school year, all of our thoughts and conversations seem 
to center around the theme of the many remarkable, new beginnings that we 
experienced.  Our school has gone through such a dramatic transformation over 
the past five years, and last year was no exception.  As of August 1, 2012 Saint 
Francis School has made a complete transition from single gender to coed from 
toddlers (two years old) through the 12th grade. In 2012 our last all-women class 
graduated from Saint Francis School ending an era that started back in 1924.  
Now we are able to provide quality Catholic education for hundreds of women and 
young men ensuring our sustainability in the future.

This past year we offered Chinese, Japanese and Spanish to all students in 
kindergarten through twelfth grade.  We’ve equipped every classroom on campus 
with an Eno whiteboard, which is the first three-in-one interactive whiteboard 
solution that provides teaching options for traditional markers, and magnetic and 
multimedia avenues without cords and cables. Also, we now have wireless 
capability throughout our campus with an enterprise-grade Wi-Fi system.

The students of Saint Francis School were so fortunate to have funds donated in 
the memory of Peter and Helen Souza, which allowed the school to complete the 
courtyard area between the ASC and the 100 building.  Their generosity allowed 
us to construct a basketball/volleyball court that is now known as Souza 
Courtyard.  It was nice to see our families enjoying the games on our home court 
as they sat in the shaded, courtside areas watching and cheering their children in 
healthy competition.

Another addition to the past school year was the elementary school playground, 
which is located near the swimming pool area and alongside the chapel. There is 
a beautiful slide built along the landscape with a walkway that stretches along the 
slope of the small hill leading down to the elementary school.  The children can 
now enjoy their recess with many fun-filled activities in their new playground. 

The day has finally arrived; visions of the past have become a reality.  The 
completion of the Clarence T. C. Ching Athletic & Music Center and the Saint 
Francis Gymnasium marks the end of a yearlong journey in the creation of new 
beginnings for Saint Francis School.  All of these new beginnings were possible 
because of the generous support of all our parents, alumni and friends.  I thank 
all of you for your help in keeping our school in your hearts as a place of pride and 
excellence in education. May God continue to bless all of us. 

Aloha, 

Sister Joan of Arc Souza ‘61
Head of School

Dear Friends,

The Spirit Magazine’s theme of “New 
Beginnings” is so appropriate given the events 
that have taken place since the beginning of the 
school year.

We began with the canonization of Saint 
Marianne in October 2012.  This was followed 
by the boys’ basketball team taking the Division 
II State Championship on Feb 23, 2013 and the 
blessing of the Clarence T. C. Ching Athletic & 
Music Center and the Saint Francis Gymnasium 
on Feb 24th.  We will also have our first coed 
class graduating at the end of this school year.  
Additionally, we will have a varsity football 
team.

Saint Francis School continues to be truly 
blessed thanks to the watchful eye of Saint 
Marianne and the dedication and commitment 
of the school administration, particularly Sister 
Joan of Arc Souza, and the faculty and staff.  It 
is also blessed because of the outpouring 
support of the students, parents, alumni and 
friends of Saint Francis School.

The board members are proud of the 
accomplishments of the school and honored 
and privileged to be a part of the successes.  
We thank you for the opportunity to serve Saint 
Francis School.

With Peace and Blessings,

Martha Camacho
Chairperson

MARTHA CAMACHO
CHAIRPERSON

SISTER JOAN OF ARC SOUZA ‘61
HEAD OF SCHOOL
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ALL IN - IN OUR NEW GYM
Kayla Morrow ‘13

The sight of a lustrous new foundation, the squeaking of basketball shoes, and the harmonious sound of 
music drifting from the music room... these sensations can all be experienced in the newest addition to 
Saint Francis School: The Clarence T. C. Ching Gymnasium & Music Center.
 
This complex is an innovative change that will affect Saint Francis School for years to come. Our gym is 
now complete with a kitchen to sell refreshments during games as well as a locker room and weight room 
for athletes. This new equipment will ensure that our sports teams have all the necessary resources to 
reach their full potential. We have already seen an increase in school spirit, which was displayed during the 
boys’ Senior Night basketball game held in the gym. Having a home court, one that the athletes appreciate 
and utilize greatly, has helped our school to reach a new level of success.
 
The Music Room is also a new addition to our school. It is home to the band’s practice room, where they 
diligently study the music they perform. They are presently practicing for their spring concert known as 
Kaleidoscope. According to trumpet player Germaine Kabutaulaka, “It’s more convenient because it’s 
bigger, which allows more space to practice. Additionally, the sound system is better, resulting in better 
sound quality.” 
 
The Clarence T. C. Ching Athletic & Music Center is a hit with the student athletes and the staff. It provides 
us with our own home ground, one that we can be proud of. The legacy of Clarence T. C. Ching as well as 
the legacy of Saint Francis is certainly being honored with this new addition.
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It’s more convenient because it’s bigger, 
which allows more space to practice. 
Additionally, the sound system is better, 
resulting in better sound quality.

                    - Germaine Kabutaulaka ‘13

BEFORE

AFTERand
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THE CLARENCE T.C. CHING ATHLETIC & MUSIC CENTER BLESSING EVENT



The 2012-2013 school year is undoubtedly one of the most 
historical and monumental years in Saint Francis School’s 
history. The school became fully coed, we had our very own 
Saint Francis JV football team, and the new Clarence T.C. 
Ching Athletic & Music Center was built. However, with all 
the changes and the idea of new things beginning, there’s 
still one thing that remains the same in the lives of students.

The previous basketball court that was under the old “Dome” 
was moved to the upper campus, right in between the 
Almeida Student Center and the Senior Courtyard. Students 
found the once previous grass field turned into a basketball 
court. Although it was something new, it was familiar.

In addition to having lunch, catching up on homework, and 
talking with friends, students could now spend their open 
mods out in the shining sun shooting hoops. On a typical 
day boys on the varsity basketball team would practice free 
throws before the night’s big game on one hoop and on the 
other hoop, the junior high students would play a quick 
game of “HORSE” before class. 

“The basketball court is a good addition to the school 
because it helped our team bond not only during practice but 
also during school,” says Nayton Koki, a freshman on the 
boys varsity basketball team. 

The Souza Courtyard was named the “Peter and Helen Souza 
Courtyard” in memory of Sister Joan of Arc Souza’s parents. 
While the Souza Courtyard might not be a new addition to 
campus life, many of our students enjoy the new placement 
of the court. 

THE SOUZA COURTYARD
Isabel Luk ‘13

Peter and Helen Souza, Sister Joan of Arc Souza’s parents

Students play a game of HORSE during break.
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It was a clear sunny day in August when Sister Joan of Arc 
Souza cut a blue ribbon recognizing the opening of the newly 
constructed playground. The playground, teeming with 
colorful play equipment, was built just for the Saint Francis 
Elementary School students. The children had waited eagerly 
for the opening of the new playground because it meant 
something else to do during their recess hours. They ran to 
play on the tetherball poles, with bouncy balls and other 
playground games. 

The Saint Francis School playground was the brainchild of 
our school administration and was an idea born over summer 

THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WELCOMES A NEW PLAYGROUND
Germaine Kabutaulaka ‘13

2012. It came alive on that August afternoon and so did the 
spirit and excitement of the children. “It’s wonderful to have a 
special place for the elementary children,” said Mrs. Cleo 
Eubanks, former Assistant Principal of the Elementary 
School.  “Play is a big part of development and being a kid. I 
think Saint Francis of Assisi would appreciate seeing the 
children being in motion and taking care of their bodies in a 
fun way.” The playground is just one of the many 
constructions that Saint Francis School witnessed this school 

“Play is a big part of development and being a kid.”
- Mrs. Cleo Eubanks
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NEW TRADITIONS MARKED BY OUTGOING SENIORS
Carlyle Cameron

Although Saint Francis has celebrated its sixth 
year as a coeducational school, it wasn’t until 
this year that its Aloha Show 2013 reflected this 
change.  Following a brief mist of rain before the 
show, the sky cleared and the sun shown 
brightly as the Aloha Show court entered the 
stage. It would be the first time in the school’s 
history that the court would welcome an Aloha 
Show King.

This year’s Aloha Show King, senior Nainoa 
Fujimura, remembers it clearly. “It was an honor 
to make history and represent my class,” he 
said.  While the queen and her princesses were 
proudly escorted to the stage by their fathers, 
Fujimura walked with his mother to his royal 
chair.

As the school embarked on a new tradition, it 
was clear that the seniors were focusing on 
their memories from past Aloha Show 
performances throughout their time at Saint 
Francis. For the first coeducational graduating 
class, the memories that they will take with 
them will last a lifetime.

Kaua’i’s princess and fellow senior, Nicole 
Condon, enjoyed the opportunity to share this 
moment with her father. “It was nice to share it 
with my dad,” said Condon. “I had chicken skin 
knowing it’s our final year here.”

Many of the seniors, who performed for the last 
time this year, remember the significance of the 
Aloha Show for them over the years.  “It was a 
great experience to share with my school,” said 
senior Jessica Lum, “and to watch all of the 
classes and grades keeping up tradition and 
working together to make an amazing 
performance.”  For many seniors who have 
performed in the show since arriving at Saint 
Francis, it was an opportunity to be involved in 
the show for the last time.

The Aloha Show boasts a long history as a part of 
Saint Francis tradition. Each year the high school 
students elect the court to include a king, queen, 
island princesses and ladies-in-waiting.  Students 
from every grade division select a song and begin 
their practices to include early morning, late 
afternoon and even weekends to perfect their 
song.   

“It was memorable spending it with our senior 
class,” recalls senior Tori Keliiaa.  For the seniors 
who will now only have a fond memory of their 
time preparing for and performing in the Aloha 
Show, it was also an opportunity to celebrate the 
Hawaiian culture with classmates and their peers.

“Aloha Show will remain one of their best 
memories of Saint Francis School,” says Senior 
Divisional Adviser Annie Llamedo. “The senior 
performance was a wonderful way to say 
goodbye to the past and cross the threshold to 
the future.”

“It was nice to share it with my dad; 
I had chicken skin knowing it’s 
our final year here.”

- Nicole Condon ‘13
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KAHO’OLAWE
Princess: Rachel Carlos

Attendant: Danielle Whitten
Escort: Mr. Wendell Carlos

Aloha Show Queen: Tasha Calma
Aloha Show King: Nainoa Fujimura
Ladies-In-Waiting: Kiana Flynn & Kayla Jones
Escort: Mr. Reynolds Calma & Ms. Jackie Fujimura
Kahili Bearers: Keli’I Macalino, Gerysand Cabanilla, Sean Fernandez, & Mitchell Weite
Conch Shells: Ka’ohukea Sanborn, Nohea Tompsen, Kai Nushida
Kapu Stick: Deven Ibuos

NI’IHAU
Princess: Kayla Freeman

Attendant: Tayler Bellevue
Escort: Mr. Ricky Hackett

HAWAI’I
Princess: Kanani Hashimoto

Attendant: Natashya Enos
Escort: Mr. Daniel Hashimoto

KAUA’I
Princess: Nicole Condon

Attendant: Hunter Roberts
Escort: Mr. Keith Condon

O’AHU
Princess: Ashley Kahapea-Wagner

Attendant: Pualehua Keola
Escort: Mr. Brandon Ramaila

MOLOKA’I
Princess: Sasha Adams

Attendant: Maria Gerakas
Escort: Mr. Mark Adams

LANA’I
Princess: Kelsea Gines

Attendant: Jordan Rodrigues
Escort: Mr. Samuel Gines, Jr.

MAUI
Princess: Cierra Nascimento  

Attendant: Haley McDonald
Escort: Mr. Clayton Nascimento



HISTORY-MAKING YEAR
Coach Solomon Batoon

We had 228 athletes participating in athletic 

events in the 2011-12 school year.  This year 

we have 300 plus athletes participating.  We 

have an athletic staff of 60 plus coaches.  With 

the help of the Clarence T. C. Ching 

Foundation, Saint Francis School was able to 

build a beautiful athletic and music center with 

a seating capacity of 1,300.  We invite 

everyone to come to our home games and see 

this stunning athletic facility. 

The Saints have added football, boys volleyball 

and wrestling to their 2012-13 athletic events.

During the fall season air riflery, bowling, 

cross country, and girls volleyball qualified for 

state tournament participation. We won the 

Division II Girls Volleyball State Tournament 

for the second time, back to back state 

championships.

During the winter season, girls basketball, 

boys basketball and wrestling qualified for 

State Tournament Participation. Our boys 

varsity won its first State Championship in a 

glorious fashion at the Neal S. Blaisdell Center.

In our spring season, our girls’ softball team, 

and the track and field team have a great 

opportunity to also qualify for state berths.  

It was a great year for the Saint Francis School 

Athletic Programs.  What an extraordinary 

accomplishment by all our student athletes!

CHAMPIONS 
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GO SAINTS!
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BLESSINGS: SONGFEST 2013 PENNY CARNIVAL
Annie Llamedo ‘02

Every year each class looks forward to the Christian Music 
Festival.  As one of the only events with a big and beautiful 
trophy at the end, the friendly competition brings out the best 
in our students and teachers.  In this year of change, 
“Blessings” has been the theme echoing through the halls.  
Our new gym was definitely blessed with the sounds of 
praise as each division performed.

The Seniors started off with a strong vocal performance of 
“Indescribable” by Chris Tomlin.  Their harmonies and 
countermelodies were a wonderful way to begin the 
competition.

The Freshmen boys led their class with Jason Gray’s “Good 
To Be Alive.”  Singing the lyrics “I wanna live like there’s no 
tomorrow, love like I’m on borrowed time,” the 9th grade 
gave a solid presentation and showed everyone how good it 
really was to be alive.

Taking third place, the Junior High truly did great things that 
day.  Their upbeat music and ability to hold their own raised 
the bar for future Junior High students of Saint Francis 
School.  Singing “Great Things” by Matt Maher, the 6th, 7th 
and 8th grade classes pulled it together and made it great.

“Every Time I Breathe” by Big Daddy Weave has been a 
favorite in the Christian Music world.  The Class of 2014 was 
ONE point away from clinching this year’s trophy.  The 
Juniors’ uniform motions and driving energy deserve credit 
for pushing this medium-paced song all the way to second 
place.

Coming a long way from last place in 2012, the Sophomores 
took it home with their performance of “Always Enough” by 
Casting Crowns.  Led by conductors Isabel Villanueva and 
Kami Yamamoto, the Class of 2015 gave an impressive 
performance and deserved every point of praise.

The Elementary school shared their songs of praise singing 
“Blessed Mother Marianne” and “I Give Myself Away.” The 
entire student body enjoyed the blessing of each other’s 
company and each other’s music.  

16 STUDENT ORGANIZATION EVENTS



HOMECOMING… THEN AND NOW…
Karen Curry ‘78

From our humble beginnings, our very first Homecoming 
was celebrated in 2011 at Manoa Gym.  Starting with 
Homecoming Spirit Week and culminating with our basketball 
games, our students and alumni cheered on our athletes.  As 
we look forward to the 2013-2014 school year, Sister Joan of 
Arc Souza, Head of School, summed it up saying, “I am very 
excited about next year’s homecoming games because we will 
be able to hold it in our new gym.”

Students and faculty kicked off an exciting and enjoyable 2013 
Homecoming Week as they dressed up on Twin’s Day, Blast 
from the Past Day, Superhero Day, Class Shirt Day, and Saint 
Francis Sports Day. “My favorite day during Homecoming 
Week was Blast from the Past Day because it was really 
awesome seeing everyone dress up from different eras,” 
stated Germaine Kabutaulaka.  Capping off the festivities were 
the varsity women’s and men’s basketball games with both 
teams winning their matches.  

In keeping up with our tradition, the 2013 Homecoming Court 
was formally introduced.  With each high school division’s 
princess and prince, Seniors Queen Karelen Takara and King 
Kaupena McKee reigned over the games.  

Homecoming Week 2013 was a success with students 
celebrating in the spirit of the school. I am sure that next 
year’s Homecoming Week will be even better! 

Seniors
Queen: Karelen Takara
King: Kaupena McKee

Juniors
Princess: Haley McDonald

Prince: Zachariah Mendonsa

Sophomores
Princess: Cassandra Osaki

Prince: Blaze Umiamaka

Freshmen
Princess: Alexis Deocampo-Raguindin

Prince: Matthew Evanoff

17HOMECOMING WEEK



WHAT DOES TOMORROW HOLD?
Jenifer Weaver ‘74

It’s a new year at Saint Marianne Cope Preschool.  With each new day comes new 
experiences, new friendships, new ideas and yes, new beginnings.

We started the year with a new program called the Preschool/Kindergarten Liaison 
Program.  Once a month from January through May of each year, any preschoolers 
that are eligible to enter kindergarten in the fall of the same year will visit the 
kindergarten classrooms for a planned activity.  The purpose of this new program 
is for the preschoolers to spend time with the kindergarteners, working with them 
on a project planned by the kindergarteners.  In this way, the preschoolers are 
exposed to the kindergarten setting in a fun and relaxing way.  These meetings 
enhance the social skills of the children as well as give them a jumpstart on the 
academic aspect of kindergarten. 

Our January activity involved the kindergarteners and the preschoolers playing a 
name association game and then reading a book called “The Rainbow Fish.”  The 
message was about sharing with others.  Then the children went out to the back 
lanais to create their own rainbow fish by gluing on beautiful tissue paper scales, 
gemstones and glitter.  The children came away laughing and giggling and took 
home a beautiful fish that will remind them all about sharing.

Since the beginning of the school year, we’ve had visits from the Honolulu Fire 
Department, the Honolulu Police Department and the SWAT Team.  We’ve gone on 
several walks through the University of Hawaii to wander along the koi ponds and 
search the trees for beautiful birds. We also strolled along Maile Way noticing the 
different types of buildings, trees, and plants while observing all the different 
modes of transportation around us.  

We’ve watched numerous caterpillars grow and turn into chrysalises, then 
magically blossom into beautiful butterflies.  We held them while they rested, then 
the cool Manoa breezes lifted them into the sky where they happily danced and 
then flew away.

It’s always a new day at the preschool.  The innocence and honesty of the children 
never ceases to amaze me.  Every day brings smiles, laughter and the hope of yet 
another new beginning.

PRESCHOOL
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SAINT FRANCIS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Jan Patinio

The elementary school is always abuzz at St. Francis School. The teachers do their 
best to educate the students in mind, body, and spirit by providing various 
opportunities and exposing the students to as many unique experiences as possible. 
This year our theme was Be Safe, Be Kind, Be Responsible.

To promote safety, the elementary school participated in the Honolulu Police 
Department’s Keiki ID program. Officers photographed and fingerprinted the 
students to create a laminated identification card that the students took home. If that 
wasn’t exciting enough, the SWAT team showed up in a helicopter and with canines 
for an exhibition.

The students experienced several inspiring events this year that helped them to 
grow spiritually. They celebrated the feast day of Saint Marianne Cope with a Mass 
presided by Bishop Larry Silva and participated in the veneration of her relic. They 
also followed the events leading up to the selection of the new pope. After Pope 
Francis I was declared, the school rejoiced with frozen treats from Sr. Joan of Arc.
Some of the activities served as a way for students to become joyful stewards. They 
participated in the Jump Rope for Heart program, a program sponsored by the 
American Heart Association (AHA). Aside from promoting a healthy lifestyle, the 
money raised was donated to the AHA to fund lifesaving heart and stroke research 
for our community and beyond.

On the same note, My Father’s House, a service project for Lent, gave students the 
chance to actively seek awareness of world issues and value human dignity as 
taught by Saint Marianne Cope. The students and families responded to the needs 
of orphaned children by donating school supplies which were shipped to the 
Philippines. Using today’s technology, a Skype session was scheduled for the kids 
to meet Siggi Winkler, the founder of My Father’s House. 

Following suit, a visit from Dr. Maya Soetoro-Ng helped the children to understand 
the importance of community service and aiding others. During a short visit by the 
president’s sister, she spoke of the different ways we could serve others to ensure 
that we all live in harmony in a good, clean and safe environment. 

The students’ experiences did not stop there. They celebrated with Sr. Joan of Arc at 
a ribbon cutting for the new slide on the playground. They met Mr. Frank De Lima, 
had their vision checked by the Manoa Lion’s club, and sang their hearts out at the 
Aloha Show and at the Christmas program. They even learned how to cook dishes 
specific to their country of study in World Language. A trip to Sea Life Park helped 
to celebrate the feast day of St. Francis.  Another field trip led them to the beautiful 
sounds of a handbell concert. Still, other classes were able to visit the theatre for 
various plays. Grandparents’ Day, a live nativity at Christmas, a visit to the Hawaii 
Children’s Discovery Center, the Honolulu Zoo, the local library, Au’s Shaolin Arts, 
and even trips to Home Depot and Safeway were on the calendar this year. 

At St. Francis School, we believe experiences and encounters like these help 
students grow. It enhances their academics, allows them to practice skills, and 
opens their minds to bigger and broader ideas. Great things happened this year, and 
we can’t wait to start planning for next!

ELEMENTARY
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SAINT FRANCIS MIDDLE SCHOOL
Melanie Erice ‘01

Does one really aspire to teach at her alma mater? This is an idea I remember toying 
with 10 years ago as a student at St. Francis (Class of 2001). Back then it was a "cute" 
idea, not one that I thought would happen, but then we rarely know where life will 
take us. Returning to St. Francis School as a teacher felt like a natural progression, 
another adventure that I felt I had to take. Not many people see my reasoning for the 
change, especially since I gave up a 10 minute commute as a teacher in a smaller 
school in favor of a 45 minute to an hour drive here at St. Francis School. Crazy, 
right? I teach in the middle school as well, so there may be some craziness to 
consider.

The St. Francis Middle School itself is an undertaking with many achievements and 
perils to navigate. The students today are no different than I was at their age, all with 
the same fears and aspirations. The real differences are the new problems these 
students have to endure. In some cases old problems are merely redressed; then 
there are new things, such as technology that reveal new challenges that we have to 
adapt to. My colleagues and I do as much as we can to prepare our students for the 
world today and for problems that do not even exist yet.

The middle school is a fast-growing entity and much like its teenagers, at times 
growing a bit too large to fit its surroundings, but it adapts, changes, and grows in 
new directions. The middle school in its current infancy has a lot of potential to do 
many wonderful things. We’ve integrated with the elementary school to participate 
as Junior Police officers and are working on making the National Junior Honor 
Society stronger. There are also a few electives that students participate in such as 
Math League, History Day, and Robotics. This past December two middle school 
students represented the school in the District Spelling Bee, placing in the top 20. 

As always time is needed to see what else can be done and changed.  Here in 
Marianne Hall we learn from our mistakes and move on with new ideas. The St. 
Francis Middle School does its best to grow and learn, always in the Spirit of Joy.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
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NEW BEGINNINGS 
Mary Ann Llamedo ‘80

This was such an auspicious year!  For, it was a year of remarkable firsts.  Our very 
own Blessed Mother Marianne became a saint, and the Holy Father took the name of 
our namesake, Francis.  As our community celebrated such divine connections to 
these special events, we had many unique occasions to celebrate on our campus, 
too. Additionally, as we close out this year, we commend and applaud the young 
men and women who make up Saint Francis’ first coed graduating class.

While St. Francis School was well represented in the Vatican City with a number of 
Franciscan Sisters, preparations were well underway on campus to celebrate the 
canonization of Saint Marianne Cope as a school community.  A prayer service, 
videos, a re-enactment, news clips, and an ice cream social marked the exceptional 
day for the staff and students.  Little did we know that several months later, the 
Catholic Church would have a new Pontiff, Pope Francis I.  Rejoicing for such a 
humble and unassuming servant who leads by example was the basis for another 
ice cream social with the entire student body.  The announcement of the new Holy 
Father brought another day full of God’s promise and hope.  While so many 
worldwide events celebrated a new leader in the Catholic Church, St. Francis had 
small victories to celebrate on its own campus. 

In April the first annual Men’s Encounter Retreat was held in Waianae.  This 
brotherhood of young men made connections that weekend which will stay with 
them for a lifetime. It was an honor to be a part of this retreat and witness the Holy 
Spirit moving in such a unique and special place among our young people.  
Meanwhile, in athletics the girls’ varsity volleyball team won both the ILH and the 
Hawaii State Volleyball Championships, and the boys’ varsity basketball team won 
the ILH and Hawaii State Basketball Championships.  In the meantime, our young 
Catholic Schools League also took the championship in boys basketball. In addition, 
the St. Francis Saints rolled out its newly formed intermediate and JV football team. 
Next year, St. Francis introduces varsity football. 

The 2012 – 2013 school year has been a remarkable time for making tremendous 
strides on so many aspects of student life.  Undoubtedly, the Franciscan Spirit will 
also leave its impression on all who are a part of the community. 

HIGH SCHOOL
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2012
PACIFIC BEACH HOTEL2012 HALL OF FAME GALA

Marie Weite ‘76

 HALL OF FAME GALA

SAVE THE DATE
2013 HALL OF FAME GALA

SEPTEMBER 14, 2013
PACIFIC BEACH HOTEL

MAHALO TO OUR 2012 GALA TABLE SPONSORS

The Gala was held on Saturday, September 8 at the Pacific 
Beach Hotel.  This annual event funds our tuition assistance 
program for students and families and the financial needs for 
our classrooms.  Last year our tuition assistance program 
allowed over 75 students to receive a quality education.

We honored five special ladies – the late Helen Souza, Phyllis 
Stevenson ‘55, Dr. Shirley Tamoria ‘73, Anne Kawasaki ‘01 and 
Sweetie Pacarro.  Although all our honorees walked very 
different paths, we recognized many similarities.  Each one 
served. They served their communities, served their church, 
served their families.  Each one served as a role model.  Each 
one, in her own way, exemplified the Franciscan spirit.  The 
evening started with a fabulous Silent Auction, fellowship and 
photos by Bart Wilson.  Tootsie Sanborn lead the honorees into 
the room with a beautiful Oli.  MC Curt Williams (Mendonsa) 
kept the crowd entertained with his quick wit and charm.  
Touch of Gold serenaded us with their Motown Tribute.  
Student recipients Matt Nuumanaia and Kanisa Kaysonphet 
explained to the audience what attending St. Francis has meant 
to them.  

Many thanks to Gala Co-Chairs Russell Figueiroa and Doug 
Won and their committee Doreen Batoon, Sol Batoon, Curt 
Mendonsa, Heather Mendonsa, Tootsie and Ray Sanborn, 
Laurie Sickle, Mayda Ishikawa, Sister Joan of Arc Souza ’61, 
Marie Weite ’76, and Joyce (Carvalho) Won ‘76.  

A'A Appraisal Services Hawaii, LLC
Architects Pacific, Inc.
ControlPoint Surveying, Inc.
First Hawaiian Bank
Franciscan Adult Day Center
J. Kadowaki Inc.
Kawasaki Ohana
KSSK
Matson Navigation
M. B. Services, Inc.

OIA Club
Pacific Beach Hotel
Preferred Mechanical, LLC
R. M. Towill Foundation
Rider, Levett Bucknall
Russell Figueiroa
Sause Bros., Inc.
Sisters of Saint Francis
Souza Ohana
Tamoria Ohana
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To promote activities that foster 

friendship and interaction within the 

entire Saint Francis School Ohana in 

support of the school.

For more information, or to submit your name for volunteer 

projects, please call or email Doreen Batoon in the Development 

Office at 628-3723 or PFTG@stfrancis-oahu.org.  
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CLASS OF 1974

CLASS OF 1983

Class reunions are fun and a good way to rekindle old friendships, but it can be frustrating for the people in charge. If you have updated 
information on yourself or any other alumni, please contact Joyce in the Development office at jwon@stfrancis-oahu.org or call her at 
(808) 988-4111 ext. 716, and she can help you get started with your plans.

Upcoming class reunions for the year 2013 are: 
1938, 1943, 1948, 1953 1958, 1963 (Golden Scholars), 1968, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, 2003 & 2008.

REUNION UPDATE

ALL-CLASS VEGAS REUNION

Plans are under way for our 40th year reunion which will be in 
conjunction with the SFS All-Class reunion in Las Vegas. 
Reunion will be during spring of 2014, so if you would like to 
be contacted for this event, please email Jenifer Weaver at 
jweaver@stfrancis-oahu.org or Joyce Won in the development 
office at jwon@stfrancis-oahu.com. Reconnect with Jenifer 
even if you are unable to attend and share your stories.

Looking for interested classmates to plan our 30th reunion 
scheduled for July 19-21, 2013. "Like" our Facebook page 
under St. Francis Hawaii c/o '83 to be added as a member. 
Contact Christine Meletia Hanakahi at (808) 277-8915 or 
hanakahic@yahoo.com.

Calling all SFS Alumni! Save the date for our All-Class Las Vegas Reunion happening on 
March 28-29, 2014 at the California Hotel.

Help us celebrate our school’s 90th anniversary in Las Vegas.  Meet alumni from different states who all 
have a common bond of being part of the elite SFS Ohana.  Friends from the past sharing fellowship and 

laughter as they reminisce about the good old days will be priceless. So don’t miss out on the experience! 
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Dear Alumni and Friends of Saint Francis School,

Our year is coming to an end, but there is a huge change to our campus.  It’s our new 
Clarence T.C. Ching Athletic & Music Center and our St. Francis Gymnasium.  Thanks to the 
Clarence T.C. Ching Foundation and the many donors which made this dream possible.  
Anyone interested in taking a tour of the gymnasium can contact the school office to make 
arrangements.  

The alumni association is still working hard to capture more members.  The support from our members will help the 
students and school.   We want the students to receive the best education, and with the finest faculty, the school has 
the tool to accomplish this goal.

Our association supports the school whenever help is needed and also has fundraisers to help with scholarships.  
During our General Membership Meeting which was held on February 16, 2013, it was an honor to present Sister Joan 
of Arc with a check for $5,000 which will go towards the tuition assistance program.  Our first fundraiser was usually 
the malasada booth at the Ohana Fair, but we will have to look into other options to raise funds since the fair has been 
discontinued.

Of course, don’t forget to save the date and mark your calendar for our biggest fundraiser, which is the Annual Alumni 
Homecoming Luau to be held on August 3, 2013.  This is a good time to gather your classmates together and reminisce 
about good times and have fun.  Need help?  Call Joyce at the Development Office, and she can assist you.  With your 
kokua, this event can be a big success.

Many thanks to our Athletic Director Sol Batoon and his coaching staff who give their time and hard work with our 
sports program.  We’re told additions to the program will be wrestling and boys volleyball.  To the students participating 
in a sport, good work and congratulations on your accomplishments.  Go Saints!

As my term has ended, I’d like to thank the administration, development office and of course, the Alumni Association 
Board for all their time, energy and help in making the school become more successful through the years.  I’ve learned 
a lot as president of the association.  I’m glad that I returned to my Alma Mater to offer whatever help I could give to 
the school.  I have been able to see the many changes in the past fifty years or more.

During our general membership meeting, our alumni officers and board of directors were voted in for the 2013-2014 
year.  I’d like to welcome our incoming President Carol Caspillo ’61.  Yes, she is a classmate of Sister Joan of Arc.  
Welcome Carol!

A reminder, all alumni please become a member of your Alumni Association.  Your help and support makes a difference 
to our present and future students of Saint Francis School.

Aloha & Mahalo,
Leonora Nono Pa ‘58
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Dear Alumni;

I represent each and every one of 
you.  Our Saint Francis Alumni 
Association is as strong as your 
commitment to make it a continual 
active part of your lives, because it 
has served each of us to achieve a 

foundation for life.  Each class that graduates needs to have two 
classmates that are the navigators, role models and examples of 
a true Franciscan, open to continual communication.  

With this in mind, as your new Alumni President, I challenge 
each class to participate and be the navigators of their class in 
representing and participating in making our alumni a strong and 
fruitful one.  Join me, your President, and Board of Directors as 
leaders in maintaining a purpose and mission to our wonderful 
Alma Mater.  We need to be a cohesive TEAM to strive to 
financially keep our school solvent and maintain the scholarship 
program.

We can do it!  Please contact me with your ideas and 
suggestions.  We need your help.  Our Alumni Board will be 
successful when we all work together to complete our goal.  

Imua Alumni!  Eager to hear from you.

God Bless,
Carol Hosino Caspillo ‘61
caroldean@hawaii.rr.com
Phone: 808-262-6376

President
Carol Caspillo ‘61

1st VP
Donna Kam ‘76

2nd VP
Lauren Rodrigues ‘76

Secretary
Olivia Harano ‘63

Treasurer
Rosemarie Abaya ‘74

Past President
Leonora Pa ‘58

Advisor, Head of School
Sister Joan of Arc Souza ‘61

School Liaison
Joyce Won ‘76

Director Emeritus
Julia Brown ‘54

Directors

Marcia M. Abe ‘61

Devera Rita Chun ‘65

Deborah Debbie Deibler ‘75

Sister Charlene Epil ‘55

Margaret Palau Pekelo ‘56

Stephanie T. Phillips ‘63

Sister Frances Therese Souza ‘61

Phyllis M. Stephenson ‘55

Melinda A. Zisko ‘77
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Celebrate the Franciscan Spirit

Saturday, August 3, 2013

Memorial Mass
4:30 p.m.

St. Francis Chapel

Luau
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Adults - $30
Children (ages 5-10 years) - $15

All proceeds benefit the
Saint Francis School Alumni Association Scholarship Fund

For information, please call Leonora Pa at (808) 734-0663
or Joyce Won in the development office at (808) 628-3716

ANNUAL ALUMNI
HOMECOMING MASS AND LUAU
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CLASS NOTES
1948
Sister Rose Annette (Mary Lei) Ahuna is currently 
doing her ministry work at Kalaupapa.  She was 
fortunate to attend the canonization of Saint 
Marianne Cope in Rome and had a glorious time.

1950
Martha Mun Chock retired after 31 years as a 
teacher at Pauoa Elementary School.  She has 
three children and six grandchildren.  In her free 
time she does Tai Chi and line dancing.

Anita Costa Ferreira is a retired registered nurse 
and has five children, 16 grandchildren and 16 
great-grandchildren. She is kept very busy caring 
for her family but enjoys every minute.

Norma Miyoko Harakuni Koike has four children 
and three grandchildren.  Norma retired from 
being an office clerk at an eye doctor’s office and 
enjoys traveling.

Jane Dang Lum is an inspiration to her 
classmates and everyone she meets.  Her motto 
is to pray and get others to pray.  She is known for 
graciously giving away a rosary to anyone she 
meets.  She has four children and seven 
grandchildren.   

Aurora Lazo Pullen retired after 30 years with First 
Hawaiian Bank.  Aurora enjoys spending time 
with her daughter, four grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.  Her strength and strong will 
is an inspiration to her family and friends.

Helen Lee Wong is retired from the Hilton 
Hawaiian Hotel’s accounting department.  She 
has three sons and eight grandchildren.  Helen is 
enjoying retirement with her family and friends.

1951
Ululani Foo Sum Vasper remembers that being a 
boarder at Saint Francis was among the best 
years of her life.  She is currently living in 
Wailuku, Maui.

1952
Shirley Suenaga Masuoka taught at Saint Francis 
for over 20 years and then moved to Saint Louis 
School where she retired as a counselor.  She is 
currently living in Honolulu with her sister and 
enjoys reading and playing with her dog.  She 
has one granddaughter.

1953
Virginia Lee Ching has two children and three 
grandchildren.  She retired from the Waialae 
Country Club after 13 years and is currently living 
in Honolulu.  Virginia finds pleasure taking care of 
her two Chihuahuas and puttering in her garden. 

Aves Nakama Corpuz is a retired teacher from 
Campbell High School and can be found every 
year working the Campbell boys’ basketball 
tournament.  She also volunteered at Saint 
Francis Hospital West until its closing.

1955
Congratulations to Phyllis Leimomi Martin 
Stephenson for being honored at this year’s SFS 
gala.  Phyllis is a caregiver by nature whose 
tenacity for life and strong community 
involvement embodies the Spirit of Saint Francis.  
She is active in the SFS alumni association and 
currently lives in Honolulu.

Sonia Liu Wada has four children and seven 
grandchildren.  She currently lives in Honolulu 
and is retired after 35 years with the Sears 
Distribution Office.  Sonia is enjoying her 
retirement by dancing hula, playing the ukulele 
and engaging in Tai Chi.

1956
Marilyn Quemuel Caris retired from the City and 
County Building Department. She has four 
children and three grandchildren. Marilyn is a 
people person who loves adventure and belongs 
to a motorcycle club.

Margaret Palau Pekelo retired from the City and 
County Parks and Recreation Department. She 
has four children, nine grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren. She was a long-time 
volleyball coach and is currently teaching crafts to 
the kupunas at Blanche Pope Elementary School. 
Margaret is best known for her beautiful quilts.

1958
Audrey Kawaguchi Young has three daughters 
and four grandchildren.  Audrey has been a 
caregiver all her life and currently lives in 
Honolulu with her husband.

Hazel Caravalho Troche currently lives in Hawi 
on the Big Island.

1959
Eloise Marcella Johnson retired after 28 years 
with the civil service and is currently living with 
her husband Jerry in Las Vegas.  She has one 
daughter, one grandchild and two 
great-grandchildren.  She gets together regularly 
with her two sisters, Loretta and Sylvia, who also 
graduated from SFS.  Loretta Marcella Preisser 
’55 lives in California and has three boys and 
Sylvia Marcella Johnson ’56 has two girls and 
three boys and lives in Missouri. 

Kathleen Wong retired from JC Penney and is 
currently living in Pearl City.

1961
Sister Frances Therese Souza recently returned to 
Honolulu after spending 21 years as a nurse at 
Kalaupapa. She is happy to reconnect with her 
classmates and will be spending lots of quality 
time with her family. Sister commented that Saint 
Marianne was the first Franciscan nun to be 
employed at Kalaupapa, and Sister Frances 
Therese will unfortunately be the last. 

1967
Bonnie Bonita Sarazen works for her husband's 
law firm and is proud to say that they just 
celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary.  
Bonnie recently became a grandmother to 
beautiful twin girls and is currently living just 
outside of Sacramento.

1970
Karen Davis Pearson lives in Carlsbad, CA with 
her husband of 21 years. She has a son Dane 
who attends Loyola Marymount University in 
California and is majoring in economics and 
minoring in music. She is very proud that he is 
also a classical violinist. Karen is currently an 
investor relations representative for the San Diego 
North Economics Development Council.

1972
May Sadanaga Lopuszanski and Colette Cael 
were in Hawaii for their 40th class reunion.  May 
lives in Arizona and is currently employed with a 
utility company and has one son, one daughter 
and three grandchildren.  Colette is an accounting 
supervisor for Goldberg and Solovy Foods, Inc. in 
California.  She devotes her energy to being a 
foster parent. 

1973
Dr. Shirley Tamoria was honored at this year’s 
SFS Gala for exemplifying the Franciscan Spirit 
with her dedication and passion to provide the 
needy with medical services.  She is presently a 
senior physician at Kaiser Permanente in Hawaii 
and is also on the Board of Directors at SFS.

1974
June Segungo DeFeo and Dr. Shirley Tamoria ’73 
are authors of the book “Touched by Saint 
Marianne Cope of Kalaupapa: A Saint for All.”  
The book focuses on the life and legacy of Mother 
Marianne Cope who was canonized on October 
21, 2012.  They spent two years taking images 
and interviewing about 100 Sisters of St. Francis 
of the Neumann Communities, alumni and 
school children.  June and Shirley wanted the 
story of Saint Marianne to be known and inspire 
others to continue her ministry today. 

1976
Susan Cadiente-Behymer lives in California with 
her husband Eugene.  She currently works for 
Jasper Wireless as a senior staff accountant.
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MEMORIA LSLinda Huff Frenay is currently living in Guam.  
She has two sons and a daughter.  Her eldest son 
is a pilot with United Airlines; her second son is 
studying to be a doctor; and her youngest is 16 
years old.
 
1983
Maria Lactaoen Benali is employed with the U.S. 
Postal Service in Tempe, AZ.  She has one 
daughter and has been residing in Arizona for 12 
years.

1989
Stacy Santana Wisler is currently living in 
Indianapolis with her husband and four children.  
Stacy remarks that her time at SFS was 
memorable.

1992
Congratulations to Kimberly Clissold who 
received her doctorate in educational procedural 
studies from the University of Hawaii.  She is 
currently working as an assistant principal for 
Montgomery High School in California.

Rowena Delos Santos ’92 is married and 
practices medicine in Missouri.  She graduated 
from Creighton University, and her interests 
include hiking, cooking and traveling.  Her sister 
Grace Delos Santos ’96 also has her degree in 
medicine.  She attended Northwestern University 
for her undergraduate studies and later graduated 
from the Case Western Reserve University.  She 
currently lives in Illinois and enjoys running.

1993
Fayth Paekukui is the admissions director at SFS 
and has a daughter Bella in preschool and a son 
Gabriel in the sixth grade.

2001
Annie Kawasaki was this year’s recipient of the 
SFS Hall of Fame award.  She was awarded this 
prestigious award for being the 2000 State Cross 
Country Champion and 2001 State Track and 
Field 1500 meter Champion.  She went on to 
graduate from Portland State University and is 
currently working for NIKE in the running division 
as the Northwest Pacer.

2002
Annie Llamedo works at SFS as the choir director 
and campus minister.  She is also the director for 
this year’s SFS drama production, “The Aristocats 
Kids Jr.” Annie will be getting married to Ryan 
Ragus this June.

2003
Mandy Llamedo is the head coach for Kailua 
High School girls varsity basketball team which 
placed 5th in the State.  She was also chosen by 
Mufi Hanneman to be a coach in his annual 
basketball jamboree.  Mandy is a teacher at 
Kailua High School and is a drummer for the 
Virgin Mary indie rock group. 

2004
Congratulations to our alumni Kristina Keith ’04, 
Alyssa Fernandez ’06, and Riana Stellburg ’07 
who recently graduated from Hawaii Pacific 
University.

Lianokeola Shrum currently works in Italy as an 
event organizer and has her own independent 
video and audio production company.  She 
enjoys living in Italy but feels Hawaii will always 
be home.

2006
Dannah Gonzales graduated from the University 
of Hawaii in 2011 with a degreee in psychology 
and is now employed with NY Life as an 
independent financial advisor.

Joni Llamedo is currently living in Los Angeles 
pursuing her music career.  She recently 
performed with Matty Wong and has regular gigs 
at coffee shops and lounges in L.A. 

2007
Anne Gonzales graduated from the University of 
Hawaii with a biology degree and is currently 
employed by Argosy University in the admissions 
department.

2008
Congratulations to Emma Grochowsky who 
graduated summa cum laude from Seattle 
University with a bachelor’s degree in criminal 
justice.  Emma graduated with a grade point 
average of 4.0, and her academic excellence is a 
model for our current students.

2010
Kapua Cameron attends Kapiolani and 
Windward Community College.  When not going 
to school, she is busy working at the Outrigger 
Hotel and coaching volleyball for the TAVA 
volleyball club.

Sasha Dimond is majoring in sociology and 
English at the University of Hawaii.  She is an avid 
canoe paddler and participated in the Molokai to 
Oahu canoe race last year.

Jenna Silva attends UH Manoa and is majoring 
in information technology.

Each woman listed here was once a part of the 
Saint Francis Ohana who has gone to a better 
place.  Our community is saddened by their 
absence but is forever thankful to have been 
touched by their love and existence.

1943
Jeanne Macdonald Feldmeth
February 22, 2012
Syracuse, New York

1946
Sister Mary Petra (Beatrice) Miyashiro 
November 24, 2012
Honolulu, HI

1949
Rose DeRego Miltier
March 24, 2012
Kailua, HI

1950
Phyllis Ohta Yoshino 
March 31, 2012
Honolulu, HI  

1955
Martha Aki Kanaulu
April 18, 2012
Waipahu, HI

Queenie Wong Kwock 
February 2, 2013
Honolulu, HI

1956
Rosalie Rezentes Kahou
February 25, 2010
Aiea, HI

Marguerite Kalauokalani Santiago
August 1, 2010
Honolulu, HI

1958
Virginia Young 
June 30, 2012
Honolulu, HI

1959
Patricia Aragon Domingo
2012
Ewa Beach, HI

Eleanor Patricia Evans Hosea
June 27, 2010
Kapolei, HI

1962
Marilyn Gomez Keoho 
December 5, 2012
Kapaa, Hawaii

1963
Mary Theresa Samson
May 18, 2012 
Honolulu, HI

1966
Maylene Lee Vares
January 14, 2013
Honolulu, HI
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1963 GOLDEN  SCHOLARS

GERALDINE KALEIWAHEA ADAMS

Geraldine Kaleiwahea Adams lives in Kailua with her husband of 47 years, Reid.   They have one son, three 
daughters, 11 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.  Geri retired from a career in nursing and spends 
her free time chauffeuring grandchildren, gardening, surfing the net and traveling to Las Vegas.  She enjoys 
keeping in contact with her classmates who are all over the world and credits Sister Joan of Arc and the 2003 
Las Vegas Reunion for reconnecting them.  Geri remembers cooling off during those hot school days on a rock 
which sat in the middle of Manoa Stream. 

CHARLENE CHUNG AHN 

Charlene Chung Ahn currently lives in Kaneohe and enjoys spending time with her daughter and 
granddaughter.  She currently volunteers at the Kaneohe Community Family Center and the American Lung 
Association.  Charlene retired from Matson Navigation Co. in 2009 as an administrative assistant to the Vice 
President of Sales. While at Matson she was the special events and travel coordinator and can still be found 
helping them with their functions today.  Charlene remembers SFS as a memorable, growing experience and 
journey where girls blossomed into women.  She will never forget the Manoa rain and those yucky African 
snails.  She is thankful for her lifelong friendship among her classmates and the Ya-ya girls.

CHARLOTTE CARLSON AKEO

Charlotte Carlson Akeo is the office manager for Michon Morita M.D., an adult-pediatric neurosurgeon.  She 
has two sons and has worked in the medical field since 1974. In her spare time she enjoys crocheting, needle 
work, reading, volunteering and spending time with her family.  Her favorite memory of SFS was decorating 
the drab auditorium for the junior prom.  She recalls using lots of tissue and Kleenex for the gazebos and 
making lots of friendships that have lasted until today.

LOIS MOODY ALDRETE

Lois Moody Aldrete currently lives in Modesto, California and has been working for the past 16 years as an 
account clerk for the county’s medical billing office.  Lois has a son and daughter and is the proud tutu of a 
beautiful granddaughter.  In her spare time she volunteers as an usher at the local performing arts center.

ESTELLA PERALTA COLLINS

Estella Peralta Collins has three children and four grandchildren.  She currently lives in Honolulu with her 
husband Thomas.  Due to her husband’s career with the U.S. Secret Service, Estella has travelled throughout 
the United States and abroad.  She is a part time independent travel agent which comes in handy since her two 
sons live abroad. Her travels have taken her to Kazakhstan, South Africa, Botswana, Indonesia, Vietnam, 
Japan, Korea and the Philippines.  Estella has fond memories of her junior prom which was in the school 
auditorium and keeps in contact with her classmates through email and get-togethers. 
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MARY FLORA HANAKAHI

Mary Flora Hanakahi is currently living in Nanakuli, HI and has three children and nine grandchildren.  She 
recently retired from the State of Hawaii Department of Human Services in May.  Her special adventures at SFS 
were the rainstorms that flooded Manoa Stream, being a princess for Aloha Week, french fries dipped in milk 
shakes and the long drives to and from school.

GALE BARBA HUTCHINSON

Gale Barba Hutchinson’s career has taken her on an enjoyable journey.  She previously owned a manufacturer’s rep. group in the 
office products and furniture market, and currently owns one in the first aid and safety arena. Gale and her husband Steve currently 
live in Vancouver, Washington and have five children and eight grandchildren.  She also owns a folk art gallery in Central Oregon 
which markets artisans’ works from the Pacific Northwest.  Gale and Steve enjoy traveling, recently took an Alaskan cruise and are 
planning a month-long trip to Australia and Vietnam.

DONNA VENTURA GALLAS

Donna Ventura Gallas currently lives in Montclair, CA with her husband Timothy.  She retired from Ameron International after 25 
years, but is far from being retired.  She is currently working for an electrical contractor, volunteers at the local hospital and is on 
the Board of Directors for a non-profit organization.  Donna fondly remembers always being involved in funny stuff that made all 
her classmates laugh and at the same time, all the nuns mad.   

PATRICIA ZSUPNIK GRUBE

Patricia Zsupnik Grube currently lives in Hilo with her husband Rufus.  She has two daughters and a 
grandchild.  Patricia has been a foster parent for nine children ranging from two to 17 years of age.  Her hobby 
is embroidery paints and has volunteered at Ke Ola Pono No Na Kapuna for eight years doing arts and crafts.  
She is most proud of her favorite ministry at the Kulani Prison where she shares God’s words with the 
inmates.  She feels that St. Francis prepared her for this ministry and is thankful for her great classmates and 
all the nuns who led by example and shared Jesus with her.   

BONNIE MICHELLE STALLMAN HENDERSON

Bonnie Michelle Stallman Henderson is an administrative assistant for the Mountain Home School 
District in Idaho.  She has two children and two grandchildren.  She can’t forget about those early morning 
Communion services and has fond memories of the school uniform which included the white nurse’s 
shoes.  The prayer of Saint Francis is still a favorite of hers today.
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VIOLET CRIVELLO DECAIRES

Violet Crivello DeCaires retired in 2007 as a registered nurse for the State of Hawaii Department of Health.  
Violet and her husband Clarence have three children and live in Kailua, HI.  She loves gardening and traveling 
with family and friends. Her greatest experiences were traveling to Belgium and Rome for the canonization of 
Saint Damien, receiving her nursing degree at age 50, being an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist and 
volunteering at her Church and outreach programs.  She fondly remembers meeting Elvis Presley with two of 
her classmates and being called to the principal’s office the next day to serve detention since they were 
wearing their uniforms at the time.

CAROL JEAN ANTONE DOLPH 

Carol Jean Antone Dolph and her husband Mark have three children and six grandchildren.  Carol has lived in 
Michigan since 1967 and just celebrated her 46th wedding anniversary.  She often reminisces about all the 
happy times she spent at Saint Francis School. 
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CARMELITA JEAN CLEMENTE KIMBERLIN

Carmelita Jean Clemente Kimberlin has two daughters, three grandchildren and lives in Ventura, CA with her 
husband Barry.  She’s retired from General Telephone Company after 25 years and is currently an independent 
consultant with Partylite Gifts.  Carmelita remembers the very delicious spaghetti, which was served in the 
cafeteria, and the times she spent sitting by the soothing and serene Manoa stream.

LAUREN LUI-KWAN

Lauren Lui-Kwan has three children and currently lives in Ewa Beach with her daughter and her four 
granddaughters; two of them attend SFS.  She enjoys spending time with family as well as visiting her youngest son 
in Las Vegas.  Lauren worked for NCR Corporation for 40 years and retired in 2010.  She was a boarder at SFS since 
her family lived on Kauai and fondly remembers the camaraderie of the girls as being one big family.  One of her 
special memories is when the boarders spent a weekend camping trip at a house on the Windward side.

JEANIE MUNG POO LOWE

Jeanie Mung Poo Lowe currently lives in Eugene, OR.  She is married to Steve Mah and has two children and two grandchildren.  
She worked at the University of Oregon as a student records specialist for 23 years and recently started a part-time job as a 
receptionist and office manager at the Northwest Naturopathic  Medical Clinic.  She credits all the teachers and sisters for her 
strong values and ethics and is thankful for the great learning experience she had at Saint Francis Convent School.

Gloria C. Cadiz McGehee-Koel is currently a self-employed consultant.  Her career path included teaching, 
principalship and being a regional director.  Gloria and her husband, Douglas, have been blessed with five 
sons, six grandsons and one granddaughter.  Gloria and her husband keep busy with sporting events, school 
performances and vacations with her family.  Gloria remembers her special math class friends and the many 
hours she spent commuting to school from Kalihi.  She also remembers stopping at Varsity Square for 
breakfast before school.

GLORIA C. CADIZ MCGEHEE-KOEL

Shirley A Rubio Machado currently resides in Kapaa and is retired.  Shirley and her husband Bernard have two 
children and two grandchildren.

SHIRLEY A RUBIO MACHADO

Cynthia Alcover Paulino is currently living in Ewa Beach with her husband Jimmie.  She retired in 2008 after 42 years with Bank of 
Hawaii.  Cynthia has two children and two grandchildren.  She enjoys travelling and attends Zumba classes three times a week.  She 
also spends lots of time with both of her grandsons.  Cynthia is grateful to the nuns who gave her a quality education and for the 
lasting friendships she made from attending an all-girl school.

CYNTHIA ALCOVER PAULINO

Stephanie Teves Phillips retired from First Federal Savings & Loan in 1998 after 27 years.  Stephanie and her 
husband Joe have two daughters and five fantastic grandkids.  She enjoys traveling to California to visit her 
eldest daughter and family.  It’s hard for Stephanie to believe that 50 years have gone by; she remembers 
freshman year as a bang.  She fondly recalls initiation week where the seniors had them wear crazy outfits and 
all the fun ice breaker activities that they were made to do.

STEPHANIE TEVES PHILLIPS
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MARY PIRAINO-GEHR

Mary Piraino-Gehr and her husband James live in Cedarburg, WI.  Mary remembers spending every spare moment in the art room, 
which started her art career.  She obtained her degree from the University of Wisconsin and went on to teach art in an elementary 
school and later became an illustrator for the Milwaukee Journal newspaper.  For the past forty years she has been teaching art at 
Dominican High School and still loves it.

JOAN ANN O’NEIL STANGHELLINI

Joan Ann O’Neil Stanghellini has two children and three grandchildren.  Joan and husband Dr. Michael 
Stanghellini currently live in Riverside, California with their three pets.  After graduation Joan attended UH, 
UC-Berkeley and the University of Arizona studying business.  She was involved with the Tucson Opera League 
and the Tucson Museum of Art.  She was also the editor for a political paper and a mentor for the Miss America 
contestants.  Joan always remembers the fun times she had as a boarder with Sr. Rose Annette and the other 
girls.  She recalls making floral arrangements for the front parlor and how she would always turn the Croton 
leaves upside down.  She also won’t forget those bedtime snacks and how she would sneak out at night with 
Louise Soares to get ice cream.

JANE KURKJIAN RILEY

Jane Kurkjian Riley and her husband Jim have three daughters and eight grandchildren. Currently they live in Columbia, MD, but 
are in the process of moving into a retirement community in Annapolis, where they will start a new chapter in their lives.  As a 
military wife she lived in many places throughout the United States and Germany.  Jane worked at the National Security Agency for 
26 years and retired in 2011.  She is enjoying playing bridge with friends, babysitting, gardening and traveling.  Although Jane didn’t 
like those horrible white nurse’s shoes that she was made to wear,  she is thankful for the solid academic foundation that SFS 
instilled in her.

LUCILLE B. GOMEZ RIVERA

Lucille B. Gomez Rivera is a kindergarten teacher with the Diocese of Oakland California.  Lucille and her husband Gilbert have been 
married for 46 years and live in Fremont.  She has two daughters who have graduated from the University of Hawaii.  She plans to 
continue teaching as long as she is in good health and has the enthusiasm for teaching.  Her favorite memories are of the kind and 
loving sisters who influenced her life.

EDWINA JEAN MEDEIROS SAUNDERS

Edwina Jean Medeiros Saunders is currently employed as a part-time paraprofessional after retiring from the 
Department of Education.  Edwina and her husband Richard currently reside in Kailua and have four children, 
eight grandchildren and recently became great-grandparents.  Her special memory at Saint Francis was 
waking up early every morning and going to Mass.  Although it wasn’t an option, she realizes that it made her 
the committed Catholic that she is today. 

ROSEMARY WONG

Rosemary Wong received her doctorate in microbiology from the University of Colorado where her research 
career began in radiation biology.  She then moved to the University of California at San Francisco where her 
research broadened into cancer biology and radiation oncology.  She became the program director for the 
radiation research program at the National Cancer Institute where she administered grants.  Her prior 
hands-on research experience, publication record and interactions at national scientific conferences prepared 
her for her current position advising researchers in all grant matters.  Rosemary’s special memory of her time 
at Saint Francis was the great classmates she had during her high school years.



SAINT MARIANNE COPE AWARD
Presented to the student who best 
exemplifies the Franciscan Spirit.

Germaine Kabutaulaka

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD 
Presented to the student who has displayed 

an extraordinary level of character.
Sosiua Havea

LEADERSHIP 
Presented to the student who has led and served 

as a model for the entire school community.
Heidi Grace Acuna

SERVICE 
Presented to the student who has demonstrated 

an unselfish desire to serve others.
Erica L. Guiang

RELIGION 
Presented to the student who has demonstrated 
an understanding of her Christian commitment.

Germaine Kabutaulaka

VALEDICTORY 
Presented to the student who has the 

highest academic achievement.
Germaine Kabutaulaka

SALUTATORY 
Presented to the student who has the 

second highest academic achievement.
Isabel Luk

Germaine Kabutaulaka

Kayla Morrow

Kanisa Kaysonphet John Leong

Jessica Lum 

Tabitha GanitoenHeidi Grace Acuna
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SUBJECT AREA AWARDS
Presented to the student who has 
excelled in scholastic achievement 
in the specified discipline.

ENGLISH
Germaine Kabutaulaka

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
Shiina Yasuhara

SCIENCE
Tze-Wei Liu

SOCIAL STUDIES
Kayla Morrow

MATHEMATICS
John Leong

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE
Tabitha Ganitoen

CHINESE
Keoni-Ray Tom-Millare

JAPANESE
Kanisa Kaysonphet

SPANISH
Heidi Grace Acuna

VISUAL ART
Shiina Yasuhara

DRAMA
Kanisa Kaysonphet

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Heidi Grace Acuna  

VOCAL MUSIC
Kanisa Kaysonphet

GRAPHIC ART
Jessica Lum 

PRINT MEDIA
Kayla Morrow

Erica L. Guiang

Keoni-Ray Tom-Millare

Sosiua Havea

Shiina Yasuhara

Isabel LukTze-Wei Liu
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Blood, sweat and tears: These are probably the only words to describe the journey that the class 
of 2013 (and the faculty, staff and administration) has gone through to begin a new era of Saint 
Francis School graduates.  As the first graduating coed class, the Seniors of 2013 have been 
through their share of challenges and triumphs.  Every graduating class constantly compares 
themselves to the ones who came before, but it is always difficult being the “first”.  I am sure 
first-born children will tell you that they were always the ones making mistakes – whether it was 
their fault or not.  They were “the examples”, “the role models”, the “what-to-do-or-not-to-do’s”.  
They were, again, first – not that being first is bad.  In fact, the first ones to go out into the world 
are more often than not the first ones to learn.  They learn to take hits.  They learn to be 
confident.  They learn to be leaders.  They learn to roll with the punches.  They even learn how 
to fail and fall – most of the time – with grace and ease just because they have done it so many 
times.  The Saint Francis graduating class of 2013 has definitely fallen and risen more times 
than they care to admit.  I am also certain that the faculty and staff will join them in 
acknowledging so.  The thing about going through adversity is that it makes you resilient.  The 
hand of God has truly been upon the class of 2013 throughout their journey at Saint Francis 
School.  They are a testament that God’s love which “never fails and never gives up and never 
runs out”.  They have been “through the fire,” and they are stronger for it.  God bless the class 
of 2013 for being the unique and carefree group “in the spirit of joy” that they continue to be.

Saint Francis School proudly announces that this year’s valedictorian, Germaine Kabutaulaka, is also a Gates 
Millennium Scholar for the class of 2013. This is the first time in the history of Saint Francis School that a student 
has received this honor. 

Over 54,000 students applied for the Gates Millennium Scholars. Based on strong leadership, community service 
and academic achievements, only 1,000 students were selected as Gates Millennium Scholars. “Winning this 
honorable scholarship is quite humbling. I feel ecstatic because I made my parents proud, and I also get to 
represent the Pacific proudly,” said Germaine. “From my understanding, I am the first Pacific Islander to win this 
distinguished scholarship.” 

The Gates Millennium Scholars are funded by a grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. As a Gates 
Millennium Scholar, a student is allowed to attend any U.S. located, accredited college or university of their choice. 
This scholarship is renewable and supports the cost of education by covering unmet need and self-help aid. 
Established in 1999, the Gates Millennium Scholars was initially funded by a $1 billion grant and has awarded 
over $763,628 in scholarships between the 2000-2012 academic years.

“This scholarship is such a blessing to me and my family because I can attend my first choice college, the University of San Francisco,” Germaine 
said.  “My dream is a reality thanks to this scholarship.” 

The Gates Millennium Scholars Program is more than just a scholarship. The program provides leadership conferences and development programs 
to support and mentor academic success. If a Gates Millennium Scholar were to pursue graduate studies in the field of Computer Science, Education, 
Engineering, Library Science, Mathematics, Public Health or Science, the scholar may be eligible for a Gates Millennium Scholars fellowship funding 
for the master’s and doctoral levels. 

“I’m going to be pursing Pre-Med at the University of San Francisco, majoring in Biology and minoring in International Relations because eventually 
I want to work for the World Health Organization,” commented Germaine. “My long term goals are to go back to the Solomon Islands, where I’m from, 
and use my education to rebuild the health care infrastructure. Right now we are in a Third World country. Our medicine and hospitals are from the 
ones that the army built in World War II.”

Germaine would like to thank her family and friends. “Especially my aunty who told me to go for it because she knew I could do it,” she said. “I also 
want to say thank you to all my teachers including Ms. Marshall, Mr. Taguma and Mr. Scudder for helping me through the application process.”

LUCKY 13
Annie Llamedo ‘02

GERMAINE KABUTAULAKA
VALEDICTORIAN
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CLASS OF 2013 COLLEGES AND MAJORS

Heidi Grace Acuna
Sasha Adams
Layne Akana
Derek Alana
Kyle Asato
Melissa Bantilan
Skye Burrows
Tasha Calma
Rachel Carlos
Justin Chang
Jorel Clarke
Nicole Condon
Brithney-Nicole Dela Cruz
Micarah Drake
Bianca Dukesherer
Logan Faria
Zhanay Kiana Flynn
Chloe Frasier
Kayla Freeman
Nainoa Fujimura
Tabitha Ganitoen
Kelsea Gines
Erica Guiang
Kanani Hashimoto
Sosiua Havea
Kelsie Hee
Ye Jin Jeon
Teresa Marie Jodar
Kayla Jones
Germaine Kabutaulaka
Ashley Kahapea-Wagner
Kanisa Kaysonphet
Alexus Keaunui
Tori Keliiaa
Se Won Kim
Justin Adam Layco
John Leong
Tze-Wei Liu

Loyola Marymount University | Sociology
University of Nevada, Las Vegas | Athletic Training
University of Hawaii at Manoa | Kinesiology and Rehabilitation Science
Kapiolani Community College | Liberal Arts
Chaminade University | Biochemistry
Oregon Institute of Technology | Pre-Medical Imaging Technology
University of Hawaii at West Oahu | English
Kapiolani Community College | Hospitality Operations Management
Central Arizona College | Radiologic Technology / Medical Imaging
University of Hawaii at Manoa | Biology
St. John's University | Economics
University of Nevada, Las Vegas | Early Childhood Education
University of Hawaii at Manoa | Biology
Kapiolani Community College | Liberal Arts
Washington State University | Communication
University of Hawaii at West Oahu | Early Childhood Education
Utah State University | Undecided
Oregon State University | Pre-Veterinary Medicine
Honolulu Community College | Early Childhood Education
Kapiolani Community College | Accounting
California State University, Sacramento | ASL / Deaf Studies
University of Nevada, Las Vegas | Undecided
University of Hawaii at Manoa | Kinesiology and Rehabilitation Science
University of Nevada, Las Vegas | Nursing
Northern Arizona University | Engineering
Weber State University | Health Promotion
University of Hawaii at Manoa | Pre-Dentistry
Honolulu Community College | Administration of Justice
Honolulu Community College | Liberal Arts
University of San Francisco | Biology
Mississippi Valley State University | Business Administration
University of Hawaii at Manoa | Kinesiology and Rehabilitation Science
Windward Community College | Liberal Arts
University of Hawaii at Hilo | Pre-Pharmacy
State University of New York Institute of Technology | Fashion Design
University of Hawaii at Manoa | Engineering
Creighton University | Pre-Medical
University of Hawaii at Manoa | Business

Stuart Llarinas
Isabel Luk
Jessica Lum
Shabir Lynton
Leila Matsumoto
Brittney McCray
Thomas McKee
Kayla Morrow
Cyrus Murakami
Tonisha Narvaez
Cierra Nascimento
Tyler Oda
Ajarey Pagala
Kelcie Panis
Christina Parlin
Grace Parubrub
Kenedee Passos
Chelsi-Tamara Paulino
Denielle Pedro
Kesley Phillips
Taylor Phillips
Raymond Ramiro
Alexis Rojas
Ka'ohukea Sanborn
Lexis Satele
Angel Savea
Reilly Sawa
Janica Sison
Kai Sun
Karelen Takara
Nohea Thomsen
Keoni-Ray Tom-Millare
Austin Ursua
Sydney Vinoya
Kiana Watson
Shiina Yasuhara
Sora Yoon

University of Hawaii at West Oahu | Health Care Administration
St. John's University | Chemistry
Windward Community College | Liberal Arts
Colorado Mesa University | Political Science
Hendrix College | Biology
Chaminade University | Pre-Medical
Arizona State University | Air Traffic Management
Mount St. Mary's University | Pre-Law
Kapiolani Community College | Nursing
Honolulu Community College | Cosmetology
Western Oregon University | Pre-Physical Therapy
Hawaii Pacific University | Business
Kapiolani Community College | Nursing
Kapiolani Community College | Liberal Arts
Kapiolani Community College | Liberal Arts
University of Hawaii at Manoa | Psychology
Washington State University | Nursing
Honolulu Community College | Cosmetology
University of Hawaii at Manoa | Biology
University of Nevada, Las Vegas | Nursing
Kapiolani Community College | Liberal Arts
Hawaii Pacific University | Nursing
Kapiolani Community College | Nursing
Southern Oregon University | Business Management
New Mexico Highlands University | Psychology
Kapiolani Community College | Nursing
United States Marine Corps 
Kapiolani Community College | Liberal Arts
Hawaii Tokai International College | Liberal Arts
University of Hawaii at Manoa | Nursing
Honolulu Community College | Fire and Environmental Emergency Response
Bethel College | Engineering
Chaminade University | Forensic Sciences
University of Nevada, Las Vegas | Biological Sciences
Windward Community College | Hawaiian Studies
Portland State University | Graphic Design
Korea Aerospace University | Air Transportation Major
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Saint Francis School
2707 Pamoa Rd, Honolulu, HI 96822
(808) 988-4111
www.stfrancis-oahu.org

An individual gift is the cornerstone of our Annual Fund.  
Donations to the Annual Fund support our Tuition Assistance 
Program, giving qualified and deserving students access to a 
quality, Catholic educational environment.  The Annual Fund 

also provides critical support that helps the school with 
operating costs, and classroom and program expenses that 

tuition revenue alone do not cover. We are grateful for all 
contributions and honored by our donors’ generosity.

We invite you to become a member of our giving clubs:

Saint Marianne Cope Philanthropist Circle
(Lifetime gifts of $50,000 and above)

Franciscan Circle - $25,000 to $49,999

Saints Club  - $10,000 to $24,999

Principal’s Club - $5,000 to $9,999

Founders' Circle - $1,924 to $4,999

Troubadours  - $500 to $1,923

Century Club - $100 to $499

Friends of Saint Francis - up to $99

Mahalo for your support!

Make your donation to Saint Francis’ Annual Fund online!
www.stfrancis-oahu.org

SAINT FRANCIS SCHOOL’S
GIVING CLUBS
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