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The Spirit of Saint Francis Magazine is published annually by the Development 

Office of Saint Francis School.  It is distributed free of charge to alumni, parents, 

faculty, staff and friends of Saint Francis School. To obtain additional copies of 

the Spirit Magazine, please contact the Development Office at (808) 988-4111 

ext. 716 or email to: development@stfrancis-oahu.org.

Founded: 1924 by the Sisters of Saint Francis of the Neumann Communities

Campus: 11 acres at 2707 Pamoa Road in Manoa Valley

Enrollment: 533 students, coed preschool through twelfth grade

Faculty and Staff: 77

School year: Year round, beginning in August

Phone: 808-988-4111 | Fax: 808-988-5497

Website: www.stfrancis-oahu.org

Accreditation: Western Association of Schools and Colleges, Western Catholic 

Educational Association and the Hawaii Association of Independent Schools.

Memberships: National Catholic Educational Association, National 

Association of Independent Schools, National Middle School Association, 

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, National 

Association of Secondary School Principals and Hawaii Association of 

Independent Schools.

President

Sister Joan of Arc Souza, SOSF ‘61

Chairperson

Martha Camacho

Secretary/Treasurer

Melinda Agbayani Zisko ‘77

Directors

Shawn Ching

Byron Gangnes

Ashley Marie Monroy Gundaker ‘01

Richard Haru

James Haruki

Sister Mary Edward Sugioka, SOSF ‘48

Dr. Shirley A. Tamoria ‘73

James A. Wagner

Gail Wong ‘55

Randall Yee

All religious and socio-economic groups are represented among approximately 

26 ethnic and religious combinations. Students come from Hawaii, Continental 

U.S., Samoa, Fiji, Canada, Japan, Taiwan, Korea and China. No student will be 

discriminated against because of race, color, creed or national origin. Tuition 

assistance is available.

ADMISSIONS: Contact Fayth Paekukui, Admissions Director, 988-4111 ext. 712.

“Quality Catholic Education in a Spirit of Joy!”

Our mission is to provide youth of diverse ethnic, religious 
and economic backgrounds with knowledge and wisdom 

that can be obtained through a liberal arts education 
with a Catholic atmosphere.
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Dear Parents, Guardians, Alumni, and Friends,

This has been a year of change. We have improved our 
mathematics program; students in our middle school who need 
extra time to grasp algebraic concepts will have three semesters 
to complete pre-algebra and another three to complete Algebra I.  
With a more solid foundation, they will be better prepared for the 
upper levels of mathematics as they progress through high 
school.  Our language program at the elementary/middle level is 
very successful; this year, graduates have qualified for level II as 
9th graders, and by the following school year, many of them will 
be placed in level III as 9th graders.

Saint Francis continues to move into the 21st century world of 
technology by adopting new software programs; one, Turnitin, is 
a program that students and teachers can use to check for any 
signs of plagiarism.  Students are encouraged to use it before 
they submit their papers, and teachers may use it to check 
submitted work.  Another program is Acellus, an online 
educational program for students and teachers.  Students may 
be directed by their teachers to Acellus for either remedial or 
enhanced course work or students may request to take courses 
the school does not offer but they wish to study.  The Acellus 
program will be available to teachers and students in grades 
seven through twelve beginning school year 2014—2015. A 
third addition is our “dark room,” which is used for broadcasting 
morning announcements and video production.  You may view 
these student videos by visiting our website.

The most profound change was the loss of Tia Severson.  Tia 
spent the last 18 years of her life dedicated to teaching art to the 
students of Saint Francis School.  During her tenure here, 
students have won many bronze, silver, and gold keys for their 
art work; some of their pieces have been displayed at Ala Moana 
shopping center.  Tia and her students have left three murals as 
legacies for us and the future students of Saint Francis School.  
Tia was a beautiful person who truly understood the school’s 
mission to provide, “Quality Catholic Education in a Spirit of 
Joy!”  May each of our lives be as beautiful a gift to present when 
it is our turn for the final change.

May God Continue to Bless Us All,

Sister Joan of Arc Souza ‘61
Head of School

Dear Friends,

As another school year comes to a close, it is a good time to 
reflect on just how truly blessed we are here at Saint Francis 
School.

Within the 90-year history of the school, we have seen the 
growth from a high school for girls to a coed environment 
offering educational opportunities for toddlers to the high 
school level.  We have attained enrollment levels of over 500 
students, nearly reaching the maximum capacity and 
continue to enjoy successes in the academic as well as sports 
arenas.

With the school deeply rooted in the Franciscan spirit and 
values as well as the inspiration and intercession of Saint 
Marianne Cope, we continue to meet the mission of Saint 
Francis School.  That mission is to provide a “Quality Catholic 
Education in a Spirit of Joy!”  With God’s Blessings, Saint 
Francis School will continue to flourish for another 90 years!

Peace and Blessings to All,

Martha Camacho
Chairperson

MARTHA CAMACHO
CHAIRPERSON

SISTER JOAN OF ARC SOUZA ‘61
HEAD OF SCHOOL
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90TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION
Joyce Won ‘76

It has been 90 years since Saint Francis School originally opened as an all-girl school.  We have come a long way from 

our humble beginnings. Now, the coeducational grades encompass preschool through twelfth grade. We are a college 

preparatory school where students strive to live their morals as they reach for their dreams.  Starting from our �rst 

graduating class of four women to this year’s graduating class consisting of sixty-seven men and women, we have 

developed as not only a desirable accredited school but have also excelled in sports and �ne arts.  We have so much to 

be proud of, and our foundation is greatly supported by our alumni who still come back to the campus to visit and volunteer. 

On March 28th and 29th, we celebrated our 90th anniversary with an all-class reunion in Las Vegas. Women throughout 

the United States gathered to spend some quality time with each other while enjoying themselves at the casinos. It was 

heartwarming to see women of different ages reminiscing about their memories of Saint Francis School.  Although the 

campus and teachers are different, the women found common ground in their Franciscan spirit as they shared 

experiences.  We are excited for the next 90 years and believe that the best is yet to come. 

Photos By: Warren Wong
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BROTHER DUTTON: AN UNSUNG HERO
Stephanie Balais ‘14Stephanie Balais ‘14

08 BROTHER DUTTON

Those who visit Saint Francis School recognize many of the 

iconic statues that are proudly displayed around the campus. 

Saint Francis of Assisi, our school's namesake, stands at the 

front of the school, welcoming students and faculty with 

outstretched arms. Mother Marianne's statue is �ttingly 

situated in front of Marianne Hall, where the middle school and 

elementary school classrooms are located. But few can 

identify the statue of the Civil War soldier found in the school's 

parking lot. It is of Brother Joseph Dutton, an unsung hero who 

bravely fought against leprosy in Molokai much like Mother 

Marianne and Father Damien did. 

Brother Dutton was originally born a Protestant and actually 

didn't convert to Christianity until many decades later. At the 

age of eighteen, Dutton enlisted to �ght in the Civil War under 

the Union's 13th Wisconsin Infantry Regiment. Dutton showed 

great leadership, skill, and character and soon reached the 

rank of captain. After leaving the military, Dutton went through 

a bad divorce, increasingly relying on alcohol to cope. In 1876 

Dutton turned over a new leaf and swore off alcohol, staying 

sober until his death. Around the same time, he also found 

spirituality in Catholicism and entered the Catholic Church at 

the age of forty. Dutton was later called to Molokai to help 

Father Damien, where he did a lot of good for those suffering 

of leprosy. Most notably, Brother Dutton founded the Baldwin 

Home for Men and Boys after Father Damien's death. 

Brother Dutton's inspiring story is one of immense 

determination, strength, and hope. His statue serves as a 

constant reminder that anyone can overcome life's obstacles 

to become a better individual with God's help. It is easy to 

imagine that the statue of the Civil War soldier, stoically facing 

the high school buildings, is protecting and watching over the 

Saint Francis students as they go through their day. Brother 

Joseph Dutton may not be as well-known as Father Damien 

and Mother Marianne, but at Saint Francis School, he is no 

longer an unsung hero. Here, his legacy will continue to live on.



LIFE IN THE NEW GYMNASIUM BANDROOM
Erin Tabali 

The year 2013 marked a new milestone for the Saint Francis School 

Troubadour Band: the students received a new home within The 

Clarence T.C. Ching Music and Athletic Center.  From humble 

beginnings of a 15-member ensemble, the band has developed into 

three bands and one strings ensemble combining roughly 80 

students from 6th through 12th grade.

Before the move into the center, students were squished into a tiny 

portable with little leg room, resulting in students having to stand for 

most of class.  The portable was warm in the afternoons and with 

30+ students crammed into one place, it got very hot, very quickly.  

Since moving into the center, students can now sit comfortably 

during class with leg room and cool air-conditioning.  This new 

home has given the band students a new sense of pride and 

personal drive to do more musical activities within the school and 

community.

09BANDROOM



THE YEAR IN SPORTS

SAINT STRENGTH!

Brad Hebing and David Eldredge

There have been signi�cant changes in Athletics at Saint Francis over the past semester, including my arrival as 

your new Athletic Director. I have made a great hire in bringing David "Boy" Eldredge on as our Associate Athletic 

Director. With a wealth of high school and college athletic experiences, Dave and I promise to bring a new 

perspective to athletics and academics. Expect our programs to continue to thrive and develop, and expect nothing 

but excellence on and off the �elds of play. We have been impressed with the commitment and quality of our 

coaching staffs, who have all made incredible sacri�ces and commitments to support our programs, mentor our 

student-athletes, and set a standard of excellence. We believe that athletics play an integral role in a student's 

development of character, accountability, cooperation, and commitment to a cause greater than self. Visit our 

website at saintfrancisathletics.org and see what we have planned for the summer with our Camps and Clinics. We 

look forward to meeting you in the future around campus.
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ALOHA SHOW 2013
Carlyle Cameron

For many years, Saint Francis School has united 

fathers and their Aloha Show court daughters in a 

waltz to close out the show.  This year’s Aloha 

Show marked the end of this tradition and the 

beginning of a new era for the Aloha Show 

celebration.  “The waltz was a special moment for 

my father and me,” said Aloha Show Queen and 

senior, Pua Keola, “because it was an opportunity 

for my father and me to enjoy that part of the Aloha 

Show together.”

This year’s performances marked the state’s Aloha 

Show festivities with songs and dances from our 

islands.  Each division selected a song during the 

�rst weeks of school and began rehearsals 

immediately.  Over the next several weeks, the 

students worked tirelessly on their dances, as well 

as planning the costumes and �owers they would 

wear. “It’s fun!” recalls Aloha Show junior divisional 

leader and dancer, Eislee Nakamasu. “Knowing 

the outcome was a result of all the hard work and 

dedication and knowing that I could help others 

was rewarding.”

As we look to the future, at a school that continues 

to grow in many ways, we also look forward to 

some of the changes to the Aloha Show.

“Beginning in 2014, the Aloha Show Court will 

welcome its �rst princes, represented by the junior 

and senior boys.  We’re very excited to include 

more of our boys in the show!” says Teuila 

Tauaese, who will co-direct the Aloha Show next 

year.

The Aloha Show will also be adding performances 

from the preschool class, as well as another 

male-only performance overseen by our Dean of 

Discipline (High School), Matt Vito.

We welcome all of you to join us this September as 

we open the Aloha Show in our Gymnasium. 

E Komo Mai!

Knowing the outcome was a result of all 
the hard work and dedication and 
knowing that I could help others was 
rewarding.

   - Eislee Nakamasu ‘15

“
”

12 ALOHA SHOW 2013

HAWAI’I
Princess: Moanalani Coloma Quintanilla

Attendant: Briana Nagasawa
Escort: Mr. Carlos Quintanilla

MAUI
Princess: Haley McDonald

Attendant: Rasela Vili
Escort: Mr. Robin Lau

O’AHU
Princess: Jasmyn Ka'a'a-Grune

Attendant: Antonia Gary
Escort: Mr. Gerald Ka'a'a

KAUA’I
Princess: Maria Gerakas
Attendant: Talia Higgins

Escort: Mr. Michael Gerakas

KAHO’OLAWE
Princess: Robi Akina

Attendant: Odessa Tolentino
Escort: Mr. Kawai Akina

NI’IHAU
Princess: Hunter Roberts
Attendant: Torylynn Vicari
Escort: Mr. Henry Roberts

LANA’I
Princess: Kaylee Spencer

Attendant: Danielle Antolin
Escort: Mr. Keith Spencer

MOLOKA’I
Princess: Jordan Rodrigues
Attendant: Malia Luis- Mateo
Escort: Mr. Waylen Rodrigues

Welcoming Oli: Oli Aloha
by Kealohi Hao

Conch Shells: Tyler Apuna,
Kai Nushida,

Sean Fernandez

Queen: Pualehua Reene Keola
Attendants: Tayler Bellevou and

Nysia-Haillie Welsh
Escort: Mr. Richard Keola

King: Matthew Nu'umanaia
Kahili Bearers: Kahale Ibuos,Taylor Wong-Monette,

Kyle Lau, and Blayne Won
Kapu Stick: Conor Medeiros
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JOG-A-THON
Samantha Garcia ‘14

I loved how near the end, people who still 
had energy were dancing to my music!
   - Anthony DiTucci ‘14

“
”

On the last day of school before spring break, Saint 

Francis School put forth its very �rst Jog-A-Thon!  On 

March 21st, the entire student body got to their feet and 

jogged, strutted, walked, or raced along the designated 

track that wrapped around the whole campus.  Run by Erin 

Tabali and Ed Saunders, the Jog-A-Thon was set up so 

that the students could get sponsors that would donate a 

sum of at least $1 per lap or a �at donation of $25 dollars. 

The event was held from 9:10 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  

At the start of the Jog-A-Thon was a short exercise routine 

where everyone was stretching and jumping to the beat.  

Then, each division was let out one by one onto the softball 

�eld to start the run.  Mu Alpha Theta and the Chinese 

National Honor Society volunteered at two food booths: 

one located near the senior courtyard, and the other 

located in the lower campus.  They sold canned juice and 

green tea, chips, cookies, fruit punch, and bottles of water.  

Water stations were also spread throughout the track.  The 

school had the privilege of having one of its students, 

Anthony DiTucci, as the official Jog-A-Thon DJ.  Our DJ 

had this to say: “I loved how near the end, people who still 

had energy were dancing to my music!” 

The Jog-A-Thon was a hit!  Students had a blast, and the 

school received quite a lot of donation money to fund 

curricular courses and activities.  One student said, "The 

music got people pumping and running fast.  It was good 

that the whole school participated, and the teachers were 

encouraging!" Erin Tabali also noted the fun the students 

and faculty were having.  She recalled the tons of smiles 

from the students, teachers and staff.  Ms. Tabali hopes 

that the Jog-A-Thon will continue to be an annual event, 

because she claims that it is a simple way to generate 

funds through exercise.  

14 JOG-A-THON

PENNY CARNIVAL
La'akea Moniz ’14

Penny Carnival is an annual event in which the students and faculty 

gather their pocket change found between the sofa cushions to 

purchase mouthwatering food and participate in numerous competitions 

and activities. Penny Carnival is a fun way for the students to bond and 

learn the value of money, especially the spare change that many seem 

to think is near worthless. Some of the activities at the carnival tested the 

�exibility of a person like the Twister Challenge or participants could 

challenge their accuracy with a Rubber Band Top Shot booth.   The 

students as well as teachers showed off their hand-eye coordination with 

the �rst ever Saint Francis Kendama contest. Hungry bellies growled 

throughout the entire event as the cheesy aroma of nachos and freshly 

baked cookies danced around the many bodies that �lled the gym. After 

a very wet and rainy month �lled with studying and working, the Penny 

Carnival was a nice break in the busy lives of the students, giving them 

a short reprieve from the stress of life. All the pro�ts collected from the 

Penny Carnival bene�tted our Fine Arts department.

15PENNY CARNIVAL
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HOMECOMING WEEK
Kaylee Spencer ‘14

Homecoming week at Saint Francis School was held from Wednesday, January 8th through Saturday, the 11th.  

Students displayed their school spirit by dressing in different costumes every day of the week.  Wednesday was Wacky 

Wednesday, and students dressed in their wildest, most mismatched out�ts they could �nd.  Twin Thursday was the day 

for students to dress up as twins with their best friend.  Finally, Friday was School Spirit Friday, and students dressed in 

school colors, blue and white, to show their school spirit.  

Homecoming week began on Wednesday with our school band playing as our Homecoming court rode down to the gym 

on their class, customized golf carts. Princess Laynee Pasion and Prince Kyler Kaneshiro represented the freshman; 

Princess Mapuana Maka and Prince Matthew Evanoff were the chosen sophomores. Junior Royalty was Princess 

Kandis Amimoto and her Prince Quinn Szyani.  Queen Victoria Ramos and King Dillon Sumida presided over the 

Homecoming court.    Once at the gym, two students were selected from each class to represent their “class division” in 

the Homecoming version of the Hunger Games.  The tributes were put through obstacles and games to �nd the winner 

of the Homecoming Games.  The junior class was victorious over all the other divisions.  At the Homecoming basketball 

games on Saturday, the Lady Saints were victorious over Le Jardin with a score of 45-41.  The men’s team leashed the 

Le Jardin Bulldogs with a score of 72-43.  Overall, it was a great Homecoming for Saint Francis.  

16 HOMECOMING WEEK

OLA KINO MAIKA’I
Elizabeth Narkon Vito ‘02

Every year our school celebrates National Catholic Schools 

Week. Here at Saint Francis School, we celebrate this week 

with workshops and seminars for students. One of the days 

is called Ola Kino Maika’i (healthy mind, body and spirit). 

Our counseling department organizes this day with 

activities that relate to the national theme.  This year’s 

theme focused on Communities of Faith, Knowledge and 

Service. The day began with a liturgy focused on community 

service. Then our students set out into our community and 

partook in various community service projects at Manoa 

Library, Manoa Valley Theatre, University Hawaii Press, 

University of Hawaii Lo’i, Newman Center, Saint Marianne 

Cope Preschool, Saint Francis Adult Day Care Center, and 

various on-school site projects. Our elementary students 

used their creative and artistic skills to create thank you 

cards for our military troops as well as Valentine’s Day cards 

to give to those children who are less fortunate. With the 

wonderful rain and wind Manoa gives us often, our students 

kept a positive attitude and set out with an open heart of 

giving back. Kylie Tyau class of 2016 stated that “it was nice 

to work with our friends and classmates on a project we all 

cared about and realizing how collaboration can make a 

difference in our community.” Our students really did make a 

difference. 

17OLA KINO MAIKA’I
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IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY TO LEARN ABOUT THE GOLDEN RULE
Jenifer Weaver ‘74

PRESCHOOL
Learning the Golden Rule at an Early Age

Yes, we teach, talk, learn, discover, experience and see all that the world has to offer, each and every day here at the 

Saint Marianne Cope Preschool.  In addition to all the numbers and colors and words, we teach the children 

compassion, to love one another,  to take care of each other, to treat others like we would want them to treat us; all the 

while sharing, learning, discovering and more than anything else, laughing with our friends. It’s the job, the responsibility 

and the joy of every child here at the preschool to be good to one another, to be kind to one another and to make 

someone smile every day.

Since the beginning of the school year, we learned about �re safety at the Manoa Fire Station.  We learned that you can 

never have too many LEGOs at the LEGO Exhibit at the Bishop Museum.  We visited all the animals at the Honolulu 

Zoo.  We read lots of books at the Manoa Public Library, and we visited the Manoa Farmer’s Market where the children 

were in awe of just how many different fruits and vegetables God has created for them.  We were visited by theatre 

troupes, and we learned about �rst aid and safety when an ambulance and the paramedics came to visit the preschool.  

We made fresh fruit smoothies, pancakes and even shared Green Eggs & Ham during Dr. Seuss Week.  We went to Sea 

Life Park and fed the turtles.  We saw a star�sh at the Waikiki Aquarium and played for hours at the Children’s Discovery 

Center.  We were visited by Charles King “The Reptile Man” who brought lizards, frogs and turtles for the children to hold 

and learn about.  So you see, there is always something new and exciting happening here at the preschool!

The Preschoolers were standing in line for snack, and a boy cut in line in front of a girl.  I told the boy "Why 

don't you step aside and tell her,  “After you, ladies �rst.  That would be the polite thing to do."   Alexandria 

saw what happened and asked me what polite meant.  I told her “It’s when you do something nice for a 

friend, like letting them get in line in front of you and not �ghting with them.”   I turned back around to talk 

to one of the other teachers, and I heard Alexandria say to a friend "After you Lilinoe, ladies �rst."  I turned 

back towards Alexandria and told her "Now that was perfect!" and then I almost cried.

18 PRESCHOOL

IDEAS TO ACTION
Jan Patinio

ELEMENTARY
The elementary school had yet another busy year. The �eld 

trips alone provided various opportunities for the students to 

take what they learned in the classroom and relate it to real 

world circumstances or to learn more about it through 

�rst-hand experiences. This year the students were able to 

take class �eld trips to various venues .

One of the kindergarten �eld trips  was to the Lyon 

Arboretum to continue their lessons on plants and how they 

are used by people in their daily lives. The Grade 1/2 class 

had an exciting in-house Mad Science workshop to explore 

the importance of all �ve senses, and the Hawaiian Studies 

came to life for the 3/4 and 5th graders at Waimea Valley. 

The 5th and 6th graders visited the Bishop Museum 

Planetarium to lay under the planets and stars, which they 

had learned so much about. There were many more �eld 

trips which included the Contemporary Museum, the 

Discovery Center, and every Hawai’i Theatre for Youth 

production at Tenney Theatre, which helped to heighten the 

students’ creative minds and bolster their appreciation of 

music and the performing arts.

In school the students also participated in school-wide 

activities that provided great opportunities for community 

growth. Pep rallies, assemblies, and liturgies brought school 

pride and fostered spiritual development. The entire month 

of October was spent working on an anti-bullying campaign 

that educated students on tolerance and acceptance of 

others who are different from us. The most fun, however, 

was the Jog-A-Thon in which even the littlest of our 

elementary students did their best to run as many laps as 

they could.

Overall, these events engaged students in learning and will 

leave a lasting imprint. They connect lessons to the real 

world by taking abstract ideas and turning them into 

concrete actions. These memorable moments contribute to 

the quality Catholic education for which Saint Francis 

School is known.
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A YEAR OF GROWTH
Melani Erice ‘01

MIDDLE
SCHOOL
This year has been a year of changes and what better 

place for that to happen than in Middle School, where 

growth is constantly happening. At the start of the year 

we welcomed new faculty members into the family: Mr. 

Kreuger, who teaches history; Mr. Bonilla, who teaches 

science, and Mrs. Julian, who teaches religion to both 

the elementary and middle school.

In addition to the new faculty, we have organized our 

classes in a way that bene�ts the learning abilities of all 

our students.  With three differentiated, leveled classes, 

our middle school teachers can work with students to 

challenge current strengths and to work through 

academic weaknesses. 

In extracurricular news, we are proud to say that our 

Intermediate Football team went undefeated this year! 

We also won the championship for Boys Intermediate 

Volleyball!

The Middle School also participated in the 

History/Geography Bee, the Spelling Bee, and several 

Math-Counts challenges. 

20 MIDDLE SCHOOL

THE FINAL FRONTIER
Anna Llamedo Ragus ‘02

HIGH SCHOOL
Life is near impossible to get through without some kind of 

formal education.  Our formative years leave us with friends and 

memories that last a lifetime...depending on how you good you 

are at remembering.  Looking back, your preschool playmates 

become almost non-existent; the joy of recess in elementary 

school is about all that lingers; middle school becomes the bad 

aftertaste of trying to go through puberty; and college years are 

usually the best ones of our adult lives. However, there are four 

years in particular that most of us remember no matter what: 

our high school years.  High School, though, is the four years in 

a person’s life that become the crossroads to how people will 

remember you forever.  It is the last stop before adulthood, the 

closing passage into the new world-- the �nal frontier.  So while 

there are people who will remember you - for better or worse - 

as being the “Class Clown”, the “Nerd”, the “Jock,” or of course, 

“Most Popular”, take a moment to thank high school for being 

there to �lter out teen angst.  Thank it for being there to have a 

place to grow and learn.  Most of all, thank it for being there to 

help shape you into the person you have become today.  And for 

those of you out there who have yet to conquer the infamous 

roller coaster known as High School;  brace yourself;  it's going 

to be a heck of a ride.
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HALL OF FAME GALA
Ed Saunders

22 GALA

SAVE THE DATE

2014 HALL OF FAME GALA
SEPTEMBER 20, 2014

PACIFIC BEACH HOTEL

The annual Hall of Fame Gala was held on September 14, 

2013 at the Paci�c Beach Hotel.  The distinguished honorees 

were:  The Clarence T.C. Ching Foundation Trustee, Peter P.J. 

Ng; Ralph S. and Lance M. Inouye from The Ralph S. Inouye 

Co. Ltd.; Justice James Duffy; Sister Francis Regis Hadano ’47; 

and Leighanne Medeiros. These remarkable men and women 

have dedicated their lives to improving the lives of others.  They 

exemplify the Franciscan Spirit in its truest form. 

The Gala is the largest single day fundraising event that is 

coordinated through the Development Office along with 

dedicated and hard-working volunteers. The funds raised 

support the school’s tuition assistance program. Nearly 60% of 

our students receive �nancial assistance, and the funds raised 

from the Gala help many students. 

The Master of Ceremony was the always entertaining Al 

Waterson. Al entertained the attendees with his wit, humor and 

jazz style singing. The silent and live auction was a hit. Some 

of the featured items included deluxe hotel accommodations at 

the Hilton Waikoloa, rounds of golf at the pristine Village Golf 

Course, and autographed sports memorabilia. The silent 

auction also included the buy-it-now feature that allowed 

instant purchases. 

On behalf of the Development Department, we thank you for 

supporting the Gala and look forward to your continued 

support. 
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24 PARENTS FRIENDS TEACHERS GUILD

The Parents, Friends and Teachers Guild (PFTG) is Saint Francis School’s 

organization whose intention is to facilitate fellowship among our stakeholders 

and to promote activities that bene�t our school and our students.  Our 

members include parents, teachers, staff, administrators, community partners 

and all who wish to support Saint Francis School.  Meetings are held monthly 

to discuss a variety of subjects, including upcoming activities and how best to 

meet our school’s needs.

Please join, there are no membership dues, and your only obligation is to have 

a desire to make Saint Francis a better school for our students.  For more 

information please call Joyce Won at 808-628-3716 or email us at 

jwon@stfrancis-oahu.org.

Parents
Friends
Teachers
Guild

25REUNION UPDATE

Class reunions are fun and a good way to rekindle old friendships. 
If you have updated information on yourself or any other alumni, 

please contact Joyce in the Development office at
jwon@stfrancis-oahu.org or call her at (808) 988-4111 ext. 716, and she 

can help you get started with your plans.

Upcoming class reunions for the year 2014 are: 
1939, 1944, 1949, 1954, 1959, 1964 (Golden Scholars), 
1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994, 1999, 2004 & 2009.

Plans are under way for our 60th reunion.  If you would like to be contacted for this event, 
please email Julia Moreno Brown at gmajbrown@yahoo.com or 808-285-2978.  
Reconnect with Julia even if you are unable to attend and share your stories.

REUNION UPDATE

Class of 1954
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26 ALUMNI BINGO

ALUMNI BINGO
Julia Brown ‘54

One of Saint Francis School Alumni 

Association's missions is to provide 

resources and �nancial support for the 

continual growth of Saint Francis School.   

In October 2013, an endowment fund 

with a goal of $10,000 was established.  

To reach this goal and more, a Bingo 

event was created.  It was meant to be a 

time for family and friends of Saint 

Francis School to gather and enjoy hours 

of fun.  The end result is to enhance the 

endowment fund along with the 

excitement of playing bingo games, 

winning "fab" prizes, enjoying a wonderful 

lunch with drinks, desserts and  the 

camaraderie of family and friends.

27CAROL HOSINO CASPILLO ‘61 • ALUMNI MEMBERS 

Aloha Alumni,

This coming August 2nd, 2014, 

our alumni will celebrate a 

Homecoming Luau for all 

graduates.  It is a time to renew 

friendship, re�ect on our past and 

future, enjoy entertainment and 

ono luau food, and most 

important, have fun together.  

We always begin our homecoming with a Mass.  Your alumni 

board wants all graduates to know how important it is to 

refresh and come together to build a strong alumni 

association.  We owe a great deal to our parents and to those 

responsible for affording each one of us a sound educational 

experience here at Saint Francis.  Our alumni are as strong 

as the graduates make it.  This will be our 24th Annual Luau 

honoring the Golden Scholar class of 1964 for their 50th 

year.  

August 1990 was our �rst annual homecoming luau, so won’t 

you and your class with courage high and honor bright join 

us?

This is also the 90th year celebration of the Saint Francis 

community.  As your president, and a graduate of 1961, I am 

grateful for everyone’s participation at all of our Alumni 

events.  

Please keep in touch.  I am just a phone call away or email 

me at caroldean42@gmail.com. I am eagerly waiting to hear 

from you.

God Bless,

Carol Hosino Caspillo ‘61

Phone: 808-262-6376

caroldean42@gmail.com

President
Carol Caspillo ‘61

1st VP
Phyllis Martin Stephenson ‘55

2nd VP
Charlene Torigoe Kanemori ‘65

Secretary
Olivia Harano ‘63

Treasurer
Stephanie Teves Phillips ‘63

Past President
Leonora Pa ‘58

Advisor, Head of School
Sister Joan of Arc Souza ‘61

School Liaison
Joyce Caravalho Won ‘76

Director Emeritus
M. Julia Moreno Brown ‘54

Directors

Rosemarie Abaya ‘74

Marcia Mineshima Abe ‘61

Virginia Lee Ching ‘53

Rita Maneja Chun ‘65

Sister Charlene Epil ‘55

Donna DeCoito Kam ‘76

Lauren Cheek Rodrigues ‘76

Melinda Agbayani Zisko ‘77
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CLASS NOTES
1949- 
Violet Kono Izumi currently lives in 
Kaneohe, Hawaii and has 13 grand-
children, 14 great-grandchildren and 
three great-great-grandchildren.  Her 
favorite memory from Saint Francis 
was going down to the stream to 
meet her friends.  She has had a  full 
life, but her greatest accomplishment 
is learning music and teaching piano.  
Violet also bred and named special 
orchid species with her husband 
George.  Violet was able to spend 
time with fellow alumni at this year’s 
90th All-Class Reunion in Las Vegas.

1951-
Winifred Larm Jones currently lives 
in Eugene, Oregon.  Winifred and her 
husband Skip have five children, 
three girls and two boys.  She fondly 
remembers her French class.  Win-
ifred says, “I am blessed with a 
perfect family, as far as perfect can 
be.”

1953-
Violet Kailiawa Goins currently lives 
in Kapolei, Hawaii.  Violet and her 
husband Everett have nine grandchil-
dren.  Violet will never forget all the 
good friends she made at Saint 
Francis and feels her greatest 
accomplishment was graduating 
from Saint Francis School.

Dolores Guba Moag currently lives in 
Diamond Bar, California and retired 
after 29 ½ years with the school 
district in their food service depart-
ment.  Dorlores, or Guba as she is 
affectionately called, has two 
children, four grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren.  Guba 
loves people and life which makes 
working with kids a perfect fit for her.  

She is active in the Jr. Bowlers’ 
league and bowls three times a week 
herself.

Henrietta Aiwohi Sommerville has 
three daughters and six grandchil-
dren.  She is currently retired and 
lives in Santa Rosa, California with 
her husband.  For many years Henri-
etta and her husband ran their own 
retail company, which dealt primarily 
with automotive sales.  She is active 
in her volunteer work and the Lioness 
Club.  Her hobbies include water 
aerobics and meeting people.

Jackie Larm Yin currently lives in San 
Francisco, California.  Jackie and her 
husband Raymond have one daugh-
ter, whom she feels is her greatest 
accomplishment.  She feels that 
freshmen year was her most memo-
rable year.  

1955-
Mildred Tejero Ervin currently lives in 
Albany, Georgia.  She has seven 
children, eight grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild.  She retired from 
Callaway Golf Co. after 17 years of 
service.  Mildred was known for 
spreading the Aloha spirit; she would 
give her children’s and grandchil-
dren’s sports teams Hawaiian paper 
leis at the end of their sport seasons.  
She still has fond memories of 
having her school lunch at the 
peaceful Manoa Stream.

1956- 
Leilani Meheula Nuanes has four 
children and eight grandchildren.  
She moved from Spain to be closer to 
her children and currently lives in 
Kansas.  Her hobbies include reading 
and cross stitching. 

1957- 
Roberta Laanui Abe currently lives in 
Hawaii Kai, Hawaii.  She has one 
granddaughter and three 
great-grandchildren.  Roberta remem-
bers the Sisters as being kind to her 
and enjoyed being the President of 
the Hawaiian Club at Saint Francis.  
She also has fond memories of 
celebrating the Aloha Festivities with 
Patrick Ihu who was the King at that 
time and a student from Saint Louis 
High School.

1958-
Verna Kailiawa Lasley currently lives 
in Dallas, Texas.  Verna and her 
husband Charles have seven 
wonderful children.  Her greatest 
accomplishment was being a gradu-
ate of Saint Francis.  She will always 
have fond memories of the wonderful 
friends she made while at Saint 
Francis.

1961-
Marcia Mineshima Abe currently 
lives in Pearl City, Hawaii.  She has 
three children and three grandchil-
dren whom she feels are her greatest 
accomplishment.  Marcia feels proud 
to be a graduate of Saint Francis.  
She is currently enjoying life and is 
active in the Saint Francis School 
Alumni Association.  Marcia’s grand-
son will be a senior at Saint Francis 
School.

Carol Hosino Caspillo currently lives 
in Kailua, Hawaii and is the current 
President of the Saint Francis School 
Alumni Association.  Carol and 
Raymond have six grandchildren: four 
boys and two girls.  She reminisces 
about all the life-long friends whom 
she made at Saint Francis and 
cherishes the memory of the loving 
teachers who shaped her life.  Carol’s 
greatest accomplishment is being 
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the mother of three wonderful 
children and working under four 
governors.

MaryLee Stephens Harris is retired 
and moved to Texas with her husband 
Paul to be close to her only son and 
his family.  She has two grandchil-
dren and is an active Eucharistic 
Minister at Mass and for the home-
bound and hospitalized.  Her passion 
is gardening, and she teaches 
gardening to the children at Saint 
Elizabeth Preschool. 

1962-
Pat Davies Gurno currently lives in 
Iuka, Mississippi.  Pat has one son 
and one grandson and is thankful for 
having a wonderful and blessed life.  
She is retired as the church secretary 
from the Sacred Heart Southern 
Missions.   Nowadays, Pat works as a 
volunteer at her church, plays canas-
ta and bridge, bowls and helps at the 
local food pantry.   Her fondest 
memory is the sweetness of the local 
girls at Saint Francis.

Gwen Medeiros Harada currently 
lives in Las Vegas, Nevada with her 
wonderful husband Jerry.  She is a 
people person and loves to make 
people happy.  As an example, she 
and husband Jerry donated over 25 
prizes for this year’s 90th anniversary 
celebration in Las Vegas.   Her 
favorite memory of SFS was Sr. Mary 
Clarence and her kind and gentle 
ways.  Because of her influence, 
Gwen almost became a Franciscan 
nun.  Today, Gwen is still very active 
and enjoys gaming and playing 
video poker with her husband.  She 
enjoys life and was an avid golfer, 
bowler, racquetball and tennis player.  

Congratulations to Janice Butler 
Yandall ’62 who celebrated her 48th 

wedding anniversary.  Janice and Lui 
are loving retirement and spending 
quality time with their grandchildren.

1963-
Geri Kaleiwahea Adams lives in 
Kailua, Hawaii with husband Reid.  
They have 11 grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren.  Her 
favorite memory of SFS was hanging 
out at the stream.  Geri says her 
greatest accomplishment is “being a 
wife and mother and not dropping 
dead yet, Alleluia!”

Charlotte Carlson Akeo currently lives 
in Honolulu, Hawaii and fondly 
remembers her Junior Prom.  Her 
greatest achievement is raising her 
family.

Bobbie Trotta Canario lives in Kailua, 
Hawaii.  Bobbie and husband Kunane 
have five grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren.  She will never 
forget the retreats in Kalihi Valley.  
She is most proud of her 51-year 
marriage and raising three wonderful 
sons.

Estella Collins currently lives in 
Honolulu, Hawaii with her husband 
Tom.  She has three children and four 
grandchildren.  Stella’s favorite 
memory is the Junior Prom, and her 
greatest accomplishment is putting 
her three children through college.  
While not travelling around the world,  
Stella enjoys gardening, reading and 
playing tennis. 

Bernice Oliveira Crowder lives in 
Gardiner, Oregon.  Bernice and 
Harold have four children.  Bernice is 
thankful for the wonderful life that 
she has had for the past 50 years.  
Her fondest memories are the bond 
that she shared with everyone at the 
school and the confidence the 

school provided her with.
Patricia Zsupnik Grube lives in Hilo, 
Hawaii.  Pat and husband Rufus have 
two children.  She fondly remembers 
the kindness of the nuns while she 
was at Saint Francis.  Patricia is most 
proud of being a graduate of Saint 
Francis. 

Millicent Chang Okinaka lives in 
Pearl City, Hawaii.  Millie and Glen 
have six children and love sharing 
the joys of happiness and love to 
others.  Her favorite memory of Saint 
Francis was sharing her thoughts and 
ideas with her classmates.

Jennifer Brumley Quimpo currently 
lives in San Diego.  Jennifer and her 
husband Jojo have ten grandchil-
dren.  She is most proud of her 
achievement of learning how to 
speak in public.  Her favorite person 
at Saint Francis was Sr. Mary Linus.
 
Lucille Gomez Rivera currently lives 
in Fremont, California.  Lucille and Gil 
have two daughters.  Lucille remem-
bers the sweet and caring Sisters 
who taught her, and Lucille also 
spreads her love and caring spirit 
herself as a kindergarten teacher.
 
Virginia “Cookie” Aquino Zywot is 
currently living in Redondo Beach, 
California.  Virginia and husband Don 
have a son named Adam.  Cookie is 
having fun staying alive and feels 
grateful for an amazing life.  Her 
greatest achievements were being 
chosen “Preschool Teacher of the 
Year” in 2011 for Los Angeles County 
and having the preschool that she 
works at chosen as the best 
Preschool in Redondo Beach in 
2012.  As a boarder at Saint Francis, 
she had lots of fun memories and 
was part of the yearbook and news-
letter staff.
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1965-
Charlene Torigoe Kanemori lives in 
Aina Haina, Hawaii.  Charlene has 
two sons.  Charlene is active with the 
Saint Francis School Alumni Associa-
tion and maintains contact with 
many of her classmates, and she 
loves returning to the school for 
alumni activities.  Her favorite 
memory from SFS was graduation 
day.

Karen Tanaka currently lives in 
Waialua, Hawaii.  She enjoyed 
hanging out with her classmates 
during high school and still keeps in 
touch with many of them today.

Ellen Auyong Nakamura currently 
lives in Waipahu, Hawaii.  She has 
two girls and one grandson, whom 
she is most proud of.  She remem-
bers how her old elementary friends 
and new friends, whom she made 
from around the islands, were able to 
enjoy high school in a safe environ-
ment on campus.

1970-
Mae Zambo Enfield lives in Honolulu, 
Hawaii.  She is most proud of being a 
graduate of Saint Francis and making 
many lifetime friends. 

1975-
Melva Agbayani Ross currently lives 
in Montgomery, Alabama.  She has 
two daughters and two grandchil-
dren.  She is thankful for having her 
wonderful daughters who were 
blessed with the same values as her.  
Melva claims that her four years at 
SFS were a wonderful experience.

F. Healani K. Chang lives in Honolulu, 
HI.  Many don’t know that Healani 
was a player on the University of 
Hawaii Wahine basketball team, 
which she is most proud of.  Healani’s 

favorite memory of SFS was being an 
Aloha Week court princess and 
dancing hula during the program.

Debbie “PJ” Deibler can be found 
travelling in her RV across the coun-
try, but claims Hawaii and Austin, 
Texas as her home.  Debbie is still the 
free spirit she was at SFS, but she is 
most proud of serving in the Air Force.

1976-
Donna Decoito Kam currently lives in 
Kaneohe, Hawaii and has two daugh-
ters.  Her favorite memory of SFS was 
standing on the second floor looking 
at Manoa Valley and at the rainbows, 
thinking about her future.  She is 
most proud of getting her master’s 
degree and teaching at Chaminade.

Ernella “Mana” Cho Kiyuna lives in 
Hawaii Kai, Hawaii.  Ernella and 
Mitchell have two daughters.  Her 
greatest accomplishment is surviving 
being a parent and retiring from the 
Honolulu Police Department.  She 
fondly remembers skipping out of 
school but not out of class.

Leslie McGrew has been living in 
Greeley, Colorado since 1978 and 
has three children.  She has a 
Bachelor of Science in business 
administration focusing in account-
ing and a master’s degree in organi-
zational leadership.  Leslie has been 
working for the Colorado Child 
Support Services program for 25 
years and is currently the Deputy 
Director for Operations for their 54 
programs.  She was awarded the 
program’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2013.  She attributes her 
success to the education she 
received at SFS where she learned 
the fundamentals of research, writing, 
communication and team work, and 
the work ethic instilled in her by her 

parents.  Her message to the current 
students of SFS is to thank their 
parents for all the sacrifices they are 
making to give them a quality educa-
tion.

Lauren Cheek Rodrigues lives in 
Kahalu’u, Hawaii.  She has three 
children and eight grandchildren.  
She is active with the Saint Francis 
School Alumni Association and a 
lifelong lover of basketball and 
volleyball.  Lauren is also a member 
and current secretary of the Na 
Wahine Softball Booster Club. During 
her free time you can find Lauren at 
one of the sporting events or watch-
ing it on TV.  Her greatest  accom-
plishment was passing Mrs. Yamashi-
ta’s typing class.

1977-
Denise Fisher Widergren currently 
lives in Cerritos, California.  Denise 
and Jim have two children and enjoy 
spending time and raising them.  She 
remembers all the fun she had 
hanging out in the courtyards. 

1985-
Patti O’Toole Ponimoi currently lives 
in Kaneohe, Hawaii.  She is married to 
Dean and has four children and one 
grandchild.  Patti works at Clear 
Channel Hawaii as a senior account 
executive and enjoys being a new 
grandmother and spending time with 
her family.

1986-
Cheryl Galope Parker lives in Phoenix, 
Arizona.  Cheryl and Glenn have three 
wonderful children.  Cheryl is a special 
education administrator, and her 
greatest accomplishment is obtaining 
her master’s in education.  Her favorite 
memories are time spent in the senior 
courtyard and the first time they had 
the school dances outside.
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MEMORIA LS
Each woman listed here was once a part of the 
Saint Francis Ohana who has gone to a better 
place.  Our community is saddened by their 
absence but is forever thankful to have been 
touched by their love and existence.

1947
Mercedes Nerona  Aliason
November 24, 2012

Gladys Chang Tang
May 29, 2012

1949
Mary Veronica Soares Zodrow
December 19, 2012

1952
Piilani Irene Brown Cotner 
April 9, 2013

Shirlee Suenaga Masuoka
February 4, 2014

1953
Jane Takara Uesato
February 12, 2014

1954
Althea Ku Serrao
February 4, 2012

1958
Leilani Schmidt Cordes
August 3, 2013

1963
Charlene Chung Ahn
July 13, 2013

Jacqueline Oxiles
March 13, 2013

1968
Adrienne Lanias Smith
March 28, 2013

1970
Charlotte Marie Sardinha
February 2013

1973
Erin McNally
March 16, 2013

1987-
Verdean Goins lives in Hawaii and is 
a mother of two boys.  Her favorite 
memory was being the queen for the 
Aloha Show.

1989-
Franciflor Camello Cuesta was 
nicknamed Frances in high school.  
She ran the Honolulu Marathon twice 
and is a generous, caring person 
who is described as being loud.  Her 
favorite memories of Saint Francis 
were the quiet and beautiful scenery 
and caring teachers.

1990-
Sherleen Camello Kang lives in Las 
Vegas, Nevada.  Sherleen and her 
husband Andy have two sons.  She 
fondly remembers representing SFS 
along with Damien students in the 
hula halau, which won the high 
school hula competition.  Her great-
est achievements are her family and 
dancing hula with the greatest 
Hawaiian artists like Na Leo Pilimeha-
na, Darlene Ahuna, Amy Gilliom and 
Keli’i Reichel.  She also thanks Kumu 
Mike Ka’ilipunohu Canopin of 
Kealakapawa who helped mold her 
as an appreciative hula dancer.

1992-
Jaymilette “Jaymie” Gaoing Moken 
currently lives in Ewa Beach, Hawaii.  
Jaymie and Jeff have two daughters.  
Jaymie’s favorite memories were 
going to hula practice, getting 
detention for laughing and talking 
too loud in the library, and hanging 
out at the cemetery after school.  Her 
greatest accomplishments were 
graduating in 1992 and being a 
dancer for the Halau Kealakapawa, 
which involved both Saint Francis 
and Damien students.

1999-
Michelle Chinen lives in Las Vegas, 
Nevada.  Michelle has two beautiful 
children.  She is thankful for her 
children and for graduating from 
Saint Francis School. 

2001-
Auli’i Gerboc-Chun lives in Makakilo 
and is a mother of three.  Auli’i and 
her family enjoy water sports where 
they all partake in canoe paddling, 
surfing and paddle boarding.

2003-
Michelle Ching currently lives in Las 
Vegas, Nevada.  She is engaged to 
her amazing fiance of six years 
Michael Rosales.  Michelle earned 
her bachelor’s in science from the 
University of San Francisco, her 
master’s in public health from the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas and 
is in the process of obtaining her 
doctorate in environmental and 
occupational health.  She is the lead 
hazard and healthy home specialist 
and interim project manager for the 
Department of Housing and Develop-
ment.   In her free time she is a turbo 
kickboxing fitness instructor.

2008-
Teuila Tauaese recently joined the 
Saint Francis staff as a religion 
teacher after graduating from Chami-
nade in 2013.  She enjoys interacting 
with the students and loves to sing 
and dance.

2012-
Shari Tamashiro is in her second year 
at the University of Hawaii, Manoa.  
She has declared her major as 
engineering with a minor in mathe-
matics. In her free time Shari enjoys 
taking guitar lessons.
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1965-
Charlene Torigoe Kanemori lives in 
Aina Haina, Hawaii.  Charlene has 
two sons.  Charlene is active with the 
Saint Francis School Alumni Associa-
tion and maintains contact with 
many of her classmates, and she 
loves returning to the school for 
alumni activities.  Her favorite 
memory from SFS was graduation 
day.

Karen Tanaka currently lives in 
Waialua, Hawaii.  She enjoyed 
hanging out with her classmates 
during high school and still keeps in 
touch with many of them today.

Ellen Auyong Nakamura currently 
lives in Waipahu, Hawaii.  She has 
two girls and one grandson, whom 
she is most proud of.  She remem-
bers how her old elementary friends 
and new friends, whom she made 
from around the islands, were able to 
enjoy high school in a safe environ-
ment on campus.

1970-
Mae Zambo Enfield lives in Honolulu, 
Hawaii.  She is most proud of being a 
graduate of Saint Francis and making 
many lifetime friends. 

1975-
Melva Agbayani Ross currently lives 
in Montgomery, Alabama.  She has 
two daughters and two grandchil-
dren.  She is thankful for having her 
wonderful daughters who were 
blessed with the same values as her.  
Melva claims that her four years at 
SFS were a wonderful experience.

F. Healani K. Chang lives in Honolulu, 
HI.  Many don’t know that Healani 
was a player on the University of 
Hawaii Wahine basketball team, 
which she is most proud of.  Healani’s 

favorite memory of SFS was being an 
Aloha Week court princess and 
dancing hula during the program.

Debbie “PJ” Deibler can be found 
travelling in her RV across the coun-
try, but claims Hawaii and Austin, 
Texas as her home.  Debbie is still the 
free spirit she was at SFS, but she is 
most proud of serving in the Air Force.

1976-
Donna Decoito Kam currently lives in 
Kaneohe, Hawaii and has two daugh-
ters.  Her favorite memory of SFS was 
standing on the second floor looking 
at Manoa Valley and at the rainbows, 
thinking about her future.  She is 
most proud of getting her master’s 
degree and teaching at Chaminade.

Ernella “Mana” Cho Kiyuna lives in 
Hawaii Kai, Hawaii.  Ernella and 
Mitchell have two daughters.  Her 
greatest accomplishment is surviving 
being a parent and retiring from the 
Honolulu Police Department.  She 
fondly remembers skipping out of 
school but not out of class.

Leslie McGrew has been living in 
Greeley, Colorado since 1978 and 
has three children.  She has a 
Bachelor of Science in business 
administration focusing in account-
ing and a master’s degree in organi-
zational leadership.  Leslie has been 
working for the Colorado Child 
Support Services program for 25 
years and is currently the Deputy 
Director for Operations for their 54 
programs.  She was awarded the 
program’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2013.  She attributes her 
success to the education she 
received at SFS where she learned 
the fundamentals of research, writing, 
communication and team work, and 
the work ethic instilled in her by her 

parents.  Her message to the current 
students of SFS is to thank their 
parents for all the sacrifices they are 
making to give them a quality educa-
tion.

Lauren Cheek Rodrigues lives in 
Kahalu’u, Hawaii.  She has three 
children and eight grandchildren.  
She is active with the Saint Francis 
School Alumni Association and a 
lifelong lover of basketball and 
volleyball.  Lauren is also a member 
and current secretary of the Na 
Wahine Softball Booster Club. During 
her free time you can find Lauren at 
one of the sporting events or watch-
ing it on TV.  Her greatest  accom-
plishment was passing Mrs. Yamashi-
ta’s typing class.

1977-
Denise Fisher Widergren currently 
lives in Cerritos, California.  Denise 
and Jim have two children and enjoy 
spending time and raising them.  She 
remembers all the fun she had 
hanging out in the courtyards. 

1985-
Patti O’Toole Ponimoi currently lives 
in Kaneohe, Hawaii.  She is married to 
Dean and has four children and one 
grandchild.  Patti works at Clear 
Channel Hawaii as a senior account 
executive and enjoys being a new 
grandmother and spending time with 
her family.

1986-
Cheryl Galope Parker lives in Phoenix, 
Arizona.  Cheryl and Glenn have three 
wonderful children.  Cheryl is a special 
education administrator, and her 
greatest accomplishment is obtaining 
her master’s in education.  Her favorite 
memories are time spent in the senior 
courtyard and the first time they had 
the school dances outside.
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MEMORIA LS
Each woman listed here was once a part of the 
Saint Francis Ohana who has gone to a better 
place.  Our community is saddened by their 
absence but is forever thankful to have been 
touched by their love and existence.

1947
Mercedes Nerona  Aliason
November 24, 2012

Gladys Chang Tang
May 29, 2012

1949
Mary Veronica Soares Zodrow
December 19, 2012

1952
Piilani Irene Brown Cotner 
April 9, 2013

Shirlee Suenaga Masuoka
February 4, 2014

1953
Jane Takara Uesato
February 12, 2014

1954
Althea Ku Serrao
February 4, 2012

1958
Leilani Schmidt Cordes
August 3, 2013

1963
Charlene Chung Ahn
July 13, 2013

Jacqueline Oxiles
March 13, 2013

1968
Adrienne Lanias Smith
March 28, 2013

1970
Charlotte Marie Sardinha
February 2013

1973
Erin McNally
March 16, 2013

1987-
Verdean Goins lives in Hawaii and is 
a mother of two boys.  Her favorite 
memory was being the queen for the 
Aloha Show.

1989-
Franciflor Camello Cuesta was 
nicknamed Frances in high school.  
She ran the Honolulu Marathon twice 
and is a generous, caring person 
who is described as being loud.  Her 
favorite memories of Saint Francis 
were the quiet and beautiful scenery 
and caring teachers.

1990-
Sherleen Camello Kang lives in Las 
Vegas, Nevada.  Sherleen and her 
husband Andy have two sons.  She 
fondly remembers representing SFS 
along with Damien students in the 
hula halau, which won the high 
school hula competition.  Her great-
est achievements are her family and 
dancing hula with the greatest 
Hawaiian artists like Na Leo Pilimeha-
na, Darlene Ahuna, Amy Gilliom and 
Keli’i Reichel.  She also thanks Kumu 
Mike Ka’ilipunohu Canopin of 
Kealakapawa who helped mold her 
as an appreciative hula dancer.

1992-
Jaymilette “Jaymie” Gaoing Moken 
currently lives in Ewa Beach, Hawaii.  
Jaymie and Jeff have two daughters.  
Jaymie’s favorite memories were 
going to hula practice, getting 
detention for laughing and talking 
too loud in the library, and hanging 
out at the cemetery after school.  Her 
greatest accomplishments were 
graduating in 1992 and being a 
dancer for the Halau Kealakapawa, 
which involved both Saint Francis 
and Damien students.

1999-
Michelle Chinen lives in Las Vegas, 
Nevada.  Michelle has two beautiful 
children.  She is thankful for her 
children and for graduating from 
Saint Francis School. 

2001-
Auli’i Gerboc-Chun lives in Makakilo 
and is a mother of three.  Auli’i and 
her family enjoy water sports where 
they all partake in canoe paddling, 
surfing and paddle boarding.

2003-
Michelle Ching currently lives in Las 
Vegas, Nevada.  She is engaged to 
her amazing fiance of six years 
Michael Rosales.  Michelle earned 
her bachelor’s in science from the 
University of San Francisco, her 
master’s in public health from the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas and 
is in the process of obtaining her 
doctorate in environmental and 
occupational health.  She is the lead 
hazard and healthy home specialist 
and interim project manager for the 
Department of Housing and Develop-
ment.   In her free time she is a turbo 
kickboxing fitness instructor.

2008-
Teuila Tauaese recently joined the 
Saint Francis staff as a religion 
teacher after graduating from Chami-
nade in 2013.  She enjoys interacting 
with the students and loves to sing 
and dance.

2012-
Shari Tamashiro is in her second year 
at the University of Hawaii, Manoa.  
She has declared her major as 
engineering with a minor in mathe-
matics. In her free time Shari enjoys 
taking guitar lessons.
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1964 GOLDEN  SCHOLARS
GERMAINE SOUZA BENTO

Germaine Souza Bento currently lives in Roseville, California.  She is retired after working 25 years for Kaiser Hospital.  Germaine 
has two children.  Her favorite memories of Saint Francis were the wit of Sr. Helen Agnes and Mrs. Masuoka and how often Sr. 
Bonaventure wanted her to come to her office.  As Germaine said, her greatest accomplishment was “GRADUATING (LOL)!”

MARY ELIZABETH BERRY

Mary Elizabeth Berry writes, “Greetings, friends. The short version of my last fifty years is that I married joyfully to a partner who 
died in 2005 and raised two wonderful daughters Anne and Kate with him.  My professional life was in the academic world and for 
the better part of it as a professor of Japanese history at the University of California, Berkeley where I remain today.  I have strived 
and suffered but still wake happily on most days to face the next thing.  My hobbies are reading and working, and I believe in my 
work.  I think I have improved over time and long to recover the SFS connections of 1962-1964.”

SHARON AKIONA BOLMEIER

Sharon Akiona Bolmeier currently lives in North Plains, Oregon.  She is a retired widow and has lived in Oregon for 50 years.  After 
graduating from the University of Portland, she worked for a non-profit agency until retiring in 2012.

ALOHALINDA JAMORA BOLOSAN

Alohalinda Jamora Bolosan currently lives in Haleiwa, Hawaii.  Alohalinda and her husband Daniel have three children.  She 
attended Saint Francis School from 1960-1964 and remembers the long days she spent traveling from Waialua to Manoa to attend 
her classes.  She will never forget the strong bond created with six of her closest friends who included the guys from Saint Louis.  
Alohalinda says that she was provided a great education from the teachers at Saint Francis and that the majority of her classmates 
showed love, patience and shared the spirit of Saint Francis.  Mrs. Bolosan was also a cheerleader, which taught her the skill of time 
management.

ERMELINDA CARACOL

Ermelinda Caracol currently lives in Aiea, HI and has four daughters, 12 grandchildren and two 
great-grandsons.  Ermelinda loved the feeling of an all-girl school, and the closeness they shared among each 
other.  She remembers how her big sister helped her through that first year and when Sister Ermelinda gave 
her a statue of Saint Ermelinda as a present for graduation.  She still has that statue, and it’s one of her 
cherished keepsakes.
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MEI DIANNE CHUN

Mei Dianne Chun lives in Aiea, Hawaii.  After graduation she lived in San Francisco.  She attended San 
Francisco State University, married, worked and traveled.  After ten years of living in California, she missed 
Hawaii, her family, the weather, the local food and people.  She and her husband relocated back and had a 
daughter and a son and lived a good life.  She worked at the Honolulu Prosecutor’s Office and retired from the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office, Hawaii.  As a retiree she has traveled extensively and explores the culture, beauty and 
uniqueness of many countries and the States.

PAULETTE FISHER SWAIN

Paulette Fisher Swain currently lives in Elk Grove, California.  Paulette and her husband Paul have three children, nine 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.  Her favorite memories of Saint Francis were the initiations as a freshman and senior 
and the friendships she created with her fellow students.  She has fond memories of the teachers like Sr. Mary Linus, Sr. Rose 
Annette, Mrs. Masuoka and Sr. Helen Agnes.  Paulette’s greatest accomplishment is her family and having a loving husband for 
49 years.  She is also proud of being the Director of an Outreach Program to Help the Poor, which is call the “Saint Joseph’s Mobile 
Mall,” in Clarksburg, California for the last eight years.

ROSALIE LENCHANKO

Rosalie Lenchanko lives in Waimanalo, Hawaii.  She retired after 31 years as a Lieutenant in the Honolulu 
Police Department, and in 1991 she attained her master’s degree in public administration from the University 
of Hawaii, Manoa.  Rosalie has five children and loves spending time with her seven grandchildren.  Since 
retirement Rosalie spends her free time doing volunteer work, travelling, and she has even lectured at the 
Honolulu Community College.  She would like to thank all her teachers for the great education, she received.  
She says, “It afforded me success in all of my endeavors.”

DIANNE PARESA PEREIRA

Dianne Paresa Pereira currently lives in Kailua, Hawaii.  She is married to Robert and has four children, 12 grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. She is co-owner and the Director of Advertising and Marketing for Midas.  Diane writes, “I have spent my 
entire career in the advertising and marketing field.  Although I had not planned to make it a permanent career, I was destined to 
be there.  Life has been good and I have enjoyed the journey.  My days at Saint Francis were filled with many great memories.  Good 
times- the 60s.” 

ANGELA VIERRA TAVARES

Angela Vierra Tavares currently lives in Granite Bay, CA.  After graduation she attended Chaminade College 
for two and a half years and later earned a Bachelor of Science at the College of Notre Dame.  In 1966, she 
got married and moved to Northern California where she has been since.  Her career with AT&T where she 
retired in 2003 was most rewarding and provided her with numerous skills.  The most cherished part of her 
life is her son Brad who has Down Syndrome, and daughter Anneliese, and her husband Ken along with 
their three children Kyle, Brenden, Paul. 
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FRENDA IIDA GIBSON

Frenda Iida Gibson is currently living in Gardena, California.  She and her husband Russell have two children and one grandchild.

SANDRA ARANCON ICHIYAMA

Sandra Arancon Ichiyama lives in Mililani, Hawaii with her husband Gerald.  She has been retired after 42 
years of service with Hawaiian Tel.  She fondly remembers her big sister Sandee Phipps.  As a freshman 
Sandee made quite an impression, which in turn inspired her when she became a senior.

KATHLEEN BRACK FREITAS

Kathleen Brack Freitas currently lives in Kapolei, Hawaii.  She is a retired Adult Nurse Practitioner from 
Kaiser.  Kathleen and her husband, Michael have three children and four grandchildren.



1964 GOLDEN  SCHOLARS
GERMAINE SOUZA BENTO

Germaine Souza Bento currently lives in Roseville, California.  She is retired after working 25 years for Kaiser Hospital.  Germaine 
has two children.  Her favorite memories of Saint Francis were the wit of Sr. Helen Agnes and Mrs. Masuoka and how often Sr. 
Bonaventure wanted her to come to her office.  As Germaine said, her greatest accomplishment was “GRADUATING (LOL)!”

MARY ELIZABETH BERRY

Mary Elizabeth Berry writes, “Greetings, friends. The short version of my last fifty years is that I married joyfully to a partner who 
died in 2005 and raised two wonderful daughters Anne and Kate with him.  My professional life was in the academic world and for 
the better part of it as a professor of Japanese history at the University of California, Berkeley where I remain today.  I have strived 
and suffered but still wake happily on most days to face the next thing.  My hobbies are reading and working, and I believe in my 
work.  I think I have improved over time and long to recover the SFS connections of 1962-1964.”

SHARON AKIONA BOLMEIER

Sharon Akiona Bolmeier currently lives in North Plains, Oregon.  She is a retired widow and has lived in Oregon for 50 years.  After 
graduating from the University of Portland, she worked for a non-profit agency until retiring in 2012.

ALOHALINDA JAMORA BOLOSAN

Alohalinda Jamora Bolosan currently lives in Haleiwa, Hawaii.  Alohalinda and her husband Daniel have three children.  She 
attended Saint Francis School from 1960-1964 and remembers the long days she spent traveling from Waialua to Manoa to attend 
her classes.  She will never forget the strong bond created with six of her closest friends who included the guys from Saint Louis.  
Alohalinda says that she was provided a great education from the teachers at Saint Francis and that the majority of her classmates 
showed love, patience and shared the spirit of Saint Francis.  Mrs. Bolosan was also a cheerleader, which taught her the skill of time 
management.

ERMELINDA CARACOL

Ermelinda Caracol currently lives in Aiea, HI and has four daughters, 12 grandchildren and two 
great-grandsons.  Ermelinda loved the feeling of an all-girl school, and the closeness they shared among each 
other.  She remembers how her big sister helped her through that first year and when Sister Ermelinda gave 
her a statue of Saint Ermelinda as a present for graduation.  She still has that statue, and it’s one of her 
cherished keepsakes.

34 1964 GOLDEN SCHOLARS

MEI DIANNE CHUN

Mei Dianne Chun lives in Aiea, Hawaii.  After graduation she lived in San Francisco.  She attended San 
Francisco State University, married, worked and traveled.  After ten years of living in California, she missed 
Hawaii, her family, the weather, the local food and people.  She and her husband relocated back and had a 
daughter and a son and lived a good life.  She worked at the Honolulu Prosecutor’s Office and retired from the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office, Hawaii.  As a retiree she has traveled extensively and explores the culture, beauty and 
uniqueness of many countries and the States.

PAULETTE FISHER SWAIN

Paulette Fisher Swain currently lives in Elk Grove, California.  Paulette and her husband Paul have three children, nine 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.  Her favorite memories of Saint Francis were the initiations as a freshman and senior 
and the friendships she created with her fellow students.  She has fond memories of the teachers like Sr. Mary Linus, Sr. Rose 
Annette, Mrs. Masuoka and Sr. Helen Agnes.  Paulette’s greatest accomplishment is her family and having a loving husband for 
49 years.  She is also proud of being the Director of an Outreach Program to Help the Poor, which is call the “Saint Joseph’s Mobile 
Mall,” in Clarksburg, California for the last eight years.

ROSALIE LENCHANKO

Rosalie Lenchanko lives in Waimanalo, Hawaii.  She retired after 31 years as a Lieutenant in the Honolulu 
Police Department, and in 1991 she attained her master’s degree in public administration from the University 
of Hawaii, Manoa.  Rosalie has five children and loves spending time with her seven grandchildren.  Since 
retirement Rosalie spends her free time doing volunteer work, travelling, and she has even lectured at the 
Honolulu Community College.  She would like to thank all her teachers for the great education, she received.  
She says, “It afforded me success in all of my endeavors.”

DIANNE PARESA PEREIRA

Dianne Paresa Pereira currently lives in Kailua, Hawaii.  She is married to Robert and has four children, 12 grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. She is co-owner and the Director of Advertising and Marketing for Midas.  Diane writes, “I have spent my 
entire career in the advertising and marketing field.  Although I had not planned to make it a permanent career, I was destined to 
be there.  Life has been good and I have enjoyed the journey.  My days at Saint Francis were filled with many great memories.  Good 
times- the 60s.” 

ANGELA VIERRA TAVARES

Angela Vierra Tavares currently lives in Granite Bay, CA.  After graduation she attended Chaminade College 
for two and a half years and later earned a Bachelor of Science at the College of Notre Dame.  In 1966, she 
got married and moved to Northern California where she has been since.  Her career with AT&T where she 
retired in 2003 was most rewarding and provided her with numerous skills.  The most cherished part of her 
life is her son Brad who has Down Syndrome, and daughter Anneliese, and her husband Ken along with 
their three children Kyle, Brenden, Paul. 

351964 GOLDEN SCHOLARS

FRENDA IIDA GIBSON

Frenda Iida Gibson is currently living in Gardena, California.  She and her husband Russell have two children and one grandchild.

SANDRA ARANCON ICHIYAMA

Sandra Arancon Ichiyama lives in Mililani, Hawaii with her husband Gerald.  She has been retired after 42 
years of service with Hawaiian Tel.  She fondly remembers her big sister Sandee Phipps.  As a freshman 
Sandee made quite an impression, which in turn inspired her when she became a senior.

KATHLEEN BRACK FREITAS

Kathleen Brack Freitas currently lives in Kapolei, Hawaii.  She is a retired Adult Nurse Practitioner from 
Kaiser.  Kathleen and her husband, Michael have three children and four grandchildren.



SAINT MARIANNE COPE AWARD
Presented to the student who best 
exemplifies the Franciscan Spirit.

Conor Medeiros

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD 
Presented to the student who has displayed 

an extraordinary level of character.
Antonio “AJ” Maluyo

LEADERSHIP 
Presented to the student who has led and served 

as a model for the entire school community.
La’akea Moniz

SERVICE 
Presented to the student who has demonstrated 

an unselfish desire to serve others.
Dillon Sumida

RELIGION 
Presented to the student who has demonstrated 
an understanding of her Christian commitment.

Kylie Keanini

VALEDICTORY 
Presented to the student who has the 

highest academic achievement.
Stephanie Balais

SALUTATORY 
Presented to the student who has the 

second highest academic achievement.
Samantha Garcia

Stephanie Balais

Dillon Sumida

Conor Medeiros La’akea Moniz

Victoria Ramos

Antonio “AJ” Maluyo

Anthony DiTucci

Seul Lee
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GRADUATION CEREMONY AWARDS2014
SUBJECT AREA AWARDS
Presented to the student who has 
excelled in scholastic achievement 
in the specified discipline.

ENGLISH

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

SCIENCE

SOCIAL STUDIES

MATHEMATICS

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE

CHINESE

JAPANESE

SPANISH

VISUAL ART

DRAMA

MUSIC

PRINT MEDIA

BROADCAST COMMUNICATIONS

Dylan Matsuda

Jason Yuen

Haley McDonald

Max PenningtonRachel Ornellas-Walsh

Samantha Garcia Kylie Keanini
Stephanie Balais

Seul Lee

Stephanie Balais

Dylan Matsuda

Stephanie Balais

Rachel Ornellas-Walsh

Conor Medeiros

Samantha Garcia

Dylan Matsuda

Jason Yuen

Max Pennington

Anthony DiTucci

Haley McDonald

Victoria Ramos
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Saint Francis School is proud to announce that Samantha Garcia, salutatorian for the class of 2014, is also 
the recipient of the 2014 Hawaii Award for Aspirations in Computing. Samantha is amongst five other 
female high school students from the state to receive such recognition from the National Center for Women 
& Information Technology. Award recipients are selected based on their aptitude and aspirations in 
technology and computing, leadership ability, academic history, and plans for post-secondary education.
Samantha will be continuing her education at Oregon State University in the fall majoring in computer 
science. She will be receiving a Provost Scholarship worth $7,000 per academic year, a four-year total of 
$28,000 to support her education.

According to Samantha, ever since she was a toddler she “was attracted to anything that had buttons 
because things happened when I pushed those buttons.” She continued, “Something would move, light up 
and make sounds, and that was infinitely more interesting than dolls.”

With the help of YouTube tutorials and summer school courses, Samantha learned Visual Basic and Java. 
“I also learned open source software such as Gimp for photo manipulation, OpenRocket for model rocket 
simulations, and LMMS for music creation, to name a few,” she added. During the fall semester of her 

senior year, Samantha served as a coach in the school-wide coding event, “An Hour of Code.” She assisted teachers and students around the 
campus with this initiative.  

Samantha hopes to be a computer scientist or engineer so that she can “build something tangible and useful, bring it to life, and have it serve a 
meaningful purpose for our planet.” She explained, “I dream of building and programming a robot that could serve as a helpful companion for 
hospitalized kids or a robot that could help the elderly.”

Saint Francis School is proud to announce that the class of 2014’s valedictorian, Stephanie Balais, will be 
attending the University of Southern California majoring in mechanical engineering. Receiving the 
Presidential Scholarship of $23,700 per academic year, a four-year total of $94,800, has made her dream of 
attending USC a reality.

“A big motivator for me becoming an engineer has always been my dad. Ever since I was little and started 
to show promise in math, my dad has encouraged me to become an engineer, saying I could be the first 
engineer in our family.” Stephanie continued, “I remember my dad staying up late with me one night to help 
me study my multiplication tables because I just didn’t get it. Over the years, math seemed to grow on me.”

Giving back to her community is something that Stephanie wants to pursue. “I want to help find more 
efficient ways for our cars and businesses to be run. Hawaii already uses photovoltaic systems, which 
converts solar radiation to electricity, but I want to also find ways to utilize other renewable energy sources  
like wind, wave, and geothermal energy to sustain our islands,” she said.

Stephanie’s advice for others is to have “dedication in all you do.” She explained, “You can be very smart, 
but you won’t go very far if you don’t have the determination and hard work to back it up. You can’t give up just because things in life start to 
become hard.” She went on to add that time management is key. “Have your priorities straight, and get done what you need to get done. Then after 
that, there is no stress and you can just relax!”

Stephanie would like to thank her parents for being so supportive in everything she did. “They helped me through high school and were especially 
supportive when I was applying to different colleges,” she said.  “ Without them, I wouldn’t be able to go to the college of my dreams in the fall. 
For that, I will always be grateful.”

Stephanie Balais ‘14
Ryan Scudder

Samantha Garcia ‘14
Ryan Scudder

STEPHANIE BALAIS
VALEDICTORIAN

SAMANTHA GARCIA
SALUTATORIAN
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Reis Haitsuka

Kylie Keanini

Rialynn Isagawa

Jasmyn Kaaa-Grune

Kahokulani Keohokapu-Meria

PuaLehua Keola

Eugene Kim

Han Sol Koo

Kyle Lau

Seul Lee

Tze-Yu Liu

Ciera-Lynn Lucas-Kurata

Antonio Maluyo

Dylan Matsuda

Haley McDonald
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La'akea Moniz

Lynnelle Nakata

Gordon Ng

Matthew Nuumanaia
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Britney Paranada
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Max Pennington
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Blayne Won

Taylor Wong-Monette

Chu Ching Yang

Jason Yuen

Kapiolani Community College • Liberal Arts

Kapiolani Community College • Liberal Arts

Honolulu Community College • Liberal Arts

Colorado Mesa University • Nursing

Western Oregon University • Teacher Education, Multiple Levels

Pacific University • Physical Therapy

University of Southern California • Mechanical Engineering

Windward Community College • Liberal Arts

Pacific University • Physical Therapy

Oregon Institute of Technology • Engineering Technologies

Leeward Community College • Culinary Arts

University of Hawaii at Manoa • Management Information Systems

University of California at Irvine • Public Health

University of Hawaii at West Oahu • Sociology

Leeward Community College • Undecided

University of Nevada, Las Vegas • Criminal Justice

University of Hawaii at West Oahu • Criminal Justice/Anthropology

Chaminade University • Forensic Science and Technology

Kapiolani Community College • Liberal Arts

Chaminade University • Biology/Biological Sciences

University of Hawaii at Manoa • Mathematics

Oregon State University • Computer Science

Kapiolani Community College • Liberal Arts

Colorado Mesa University • Business

University of Portland • Psychology

Marymount California University • Psychology

Hawaii Pacific University • Nursing Science

University of Hawaii at West Oahu • Education

Southwestern Oregon Community College • Med/Rad Technology

Colorado State University Pueblo • Athletic Training

Portland State University • Biology/Biological Sciences

Portland State University • Psychology

Pacific University • Physical Therapy

Kapiolani Community College • Accounting

University of Hawaii at Manoa • Business

University of Hawaii at West Oahu • Psychology

Menlo College • Entrepreneurship

California State Polytechnic University • Animal Science

Westmont College • Psychology

University of Hawaii at Manoa • Undecided

University of Hawaii at Manoa • Pre-Engineering

Leeward Community College • Liberal Arts

Kapiolani Community College • Liberal Arts

Portland State University • Criminal Justice

Cabrillo College • Liberal Arts

Chaminade University • English Language and Literature

Pacific University • Pre-Dental

Santa Monica College • Health and Physical Education/Fitness

Oregon State University • Mechanical Engineering

San Francisco State University • Criminal Justice

Honolulu Community College • Music

University of La Verne • Undecided

American University • International/Global Studies

Feather River College • Liberal Arts

Oregon State University • Pre-Pharmacy

Windward Community College • Liberal Arts

Marymount California University • Digital Video & Film Production

Kapiolani Community College • Liberal Arts

Religious Mission

University of Hawaii at West Oahu • Accounting

Western Oregon University • Psychology

San Diego Mesa College • Medical Assisting

San Diego State University • Biology/Biological Sciences

Pacific University • Marketing

Western Oregon University • Business/Commerce

University of Hawaii at Manoa • Accounting

Honolulu Community College • Travel Industry
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Saint Francis School is proud to announce that Samantha Garcia, salutatorian for the class of 2014, is also 
the recipient of the 2014 Hawaii Award for Aspirations in Computing. Samantha is amongst five other 
female high school students from the state to receive such recognition from the National Center for Women 
& Information Technology. Award recipients are selected based on their aptitude and aspirations in 
technology and computing, leadership ability, academic history, and plans for post-secondary education.
Samantha will be continuing her education at Oregon State University in the fall majoring in computer 
science. She will be receiving a Provost Scholarship worth $7,000 per academic year, a four-year total of 
$28,000 to support her education.

According to Samantha, ever since she was a toddler she “was attracted to anything that had buttons 
because things happened when I pushed those buttons.” She continued, “Something would move, light up 
and make sounds, and that was infinitely more interesting than dolls.”

With the help of YouTube tutorials and summer school courses, Samantha learned Visual Basic and Java. 
“I also learned open source software such as Gimp for photo manipulation, OpenRocket for model rocket 
simulations, and LMMS for music creation, to name a few,” she added. During the fall semester of her 

senior year, Samantha served as a coach in the school-wide coding event, “An Hour of Code.” She assisted teachers and students around the 
campus with this initiative.  

Samantha hopes to be a computer scientist or engineer so that she can “build something tangible and useful, bring it to life, and have it serve a 
meaningful purpose for our planet.” She explained, “I dream of building and programming a robot that could serve as a helpful companion for 
hospitalized kids or a robot that could help the elderly.”

Saint Francis School is proud to announce that the class of 2014’s valedictorian, Stephanie Balais, will be 
attending the University of Southern California majoring in mechanical engineering. Receiving the 
Presidential Scholarship of $23,700 per academic year, a four-year total of $94,800, has made her dream of 
attending USC a reality.

“A big motivator for me becoming an engineer has always been my dad. Ever since I was little and started 
to show promise in math, my dad has encouraged me to become an engineer, saying I could be the first 
engineer in our family.” Stephanie continued, “I remember my dad staying up late with me one night to help 
me study my multiplication tables because I just didn’t get it. Over the years, math seemed to grow on me.”

Giving back to her community is something that Stephanie wants to pursue. “I want to help find more 
efficient ways for our cars and businesses to be run. Hawaii already uses photovoltaic systems, which 
converts solar radiation to electricity, but I want to also find ways to utilize other renewable energy sources  
like wind, wave, and geothermal energy to sustain our islands,” she said.

Stephanie’s advice for others is to have “dedication in all you do.” She explained, “You can be very smart, 
but you won’t go very far if you don’t have the determination and hard work to back it up. You can’t give up just because things in life start to 
become hard.” She went on to add that time management is key. “Have your priorities straight, and get done what you need to get done. Then after 
that, there is no stress and you can just relax!”

Stephanie would like to thank her parents for being so supportive in everything she did. “They helped me through high school and were especially 
supportive when I was applying to different colleges,” she said.  “ Without them, I wouldn’t be able to go to the college of my dreams in the fall. 
For that, I will always be grateful.”
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Saint Francis School
2707 Pamoa Rd, Honolulu, HI 96822
(808) 988-4111
www.stfrancis-oahu.org

An individual gift is the cornerstone of our Annual Fund.  
Donations to the Annual Fund support our Tuition Assistance 
Program, giving qualified and deserving students access to a 
quality, Catholic educational environment.  The Annual Fund 

also provides critical support that helps the school with 
operating costs, and classroom and program expenses that 

tuition revenue alone do not cover. We are grateful for all 
contributions and honored by our donors’ generosity.

We invite you to become a member of our giving clubs:

Saint Marianne Cope Philanthropist Circle
(Lifetime gifts of $50,000 and above)

Franciscan Circle - $25,000 to $49,999

Saints Club  - $10,000 to $24,999

Principal’s Club - $5,000 to $9,999

Founders' Circle - $1,924 to $4,999

Troubadours  - $500 to $1,923

Century Club - $100 to $499

Friends of Saint Francis - up to $99

Mahalo for your support!

Make your donation to Saint Francis’ Annual Fund online!
www.stfrancis-oahu.org

SAINT FRANCIS SCHOOL’S
GIVING CLUBS


