
A School Magazine
Volume Fifteen | 2015

MIND • BODY • SPIRIT



09

15

18 24

10

28

Our School Profile

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Selective Admissions 

Board of Directors

04 06

27

36

The Spirit of Saint Francis Magazine is published annually by the Development 

Office and the Technology Department of Saint Francis School.  It is distributed free 

of charge to alumni, parents, faculty, staff and friends of Saint Francis School.  To 

obtain additional copies of the Spirit Magazine, please contact the Development 

Office at (808) 988-4111 Ext.723 or email to:development@stfrancis-oahu.org.

Founded: 1924 by the Sisters of Saint Francis of the Neumann Communities

Campus: 11 acres at 2707 Pamoa Road in Manoa Valley

Enrollment: 532 students, coed preschool through twelfth grade

Faculty and Staff: 76

School year: Year round, beginning in August

Phone: 808-988-4111 | Fax: 808-988-5497

Website: www.stfrancis-oahu.org

Accreditation: Western Association of Schools and Colleges, Western Catholic 

Educational Association and the Hawaii Association of Independent Schools.

Memberships: National Catholic Educational Association, National 

Association of Independent Schools, National Middle School Association, 

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, National 

Association of Secondary School Principals and Hawaii Association of 

Independent Schools.

President

Sister Joan of Arc Souza, SOSF ‘61

Chairperson

Martha Camacho

Secretary/Treasurer

Melinda Agbayani Zisko ‘77

Directors

Shawn Ching

Byron Gangnes

Ashley Marie Monroy Gundaker ‘01

Richard Haru

James Haruki

Sister Mary Edward Sugioka, SOSF ‘48

Dr. Shirley A. Tamoria ‘73

Gail Kumashiro Wong ‘55

Randall M.L. Yee

All religious and socio-economic groups are represented among approximately 

26 ethnic and religious combinations.  Students come from Hawaii, Continental 

U.S., Samoa, Fiji, Canada, Japan, Taiwan, Korea and China.  No student will be 

discriminated against because of race, color, creed or national origin.  Tuition 

assistance is available.

ADMISSIONS: Contact Fayth Paekukui, Admissions Director, 988-4111 ext. 712.

“Quality Catholic Education in a Spirit of Joy!”

Our mission is to provide youth of diverse ethnic, religious 
and economic backgrounds with knowledge and wisdom 

that can be obtained through a liberal arts education 
with a Catholic atmosphere.
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Dear Parents, Guardians, Alumni, and Friends,

After so many major advances at Saint Francis School these past few 
years, it is not unwelcome that 2014-2015 was a bit less dramatic. It has 
been a year to consolidate the gains we’ve made in the recent past, finish 
off some important projects, and look ahead and prepare for the next set 
of challenges and opportunities the future holds.

One of the most welcome developments of the past year was the 
impressive response of Saint Francis alumni in setting up their class 
endowments. A significant number of classes now have $10,000 named 
endowments, which means we can now help more students financially. 
The financial aid made possible by these named endowments will help to 
keep Saint Francis affordable for many of our students.

Another way we keep Saint Francis affordable is by keeping our costs 
down. This year, we finished installing photovoltaic power cells at the 
convent, Marianne Hall, and the new gym. This means we will save 30 
per cent on our electricity bills for these three buildings. It’s another 
avenue for keeping tuition affordable, as well as for doing our part to 
look after the aina. The high school went solar back in 2010, so all major 
buildings on campus are now green. 

Looking to the future, Saint Francis School has retained N&K CPAs to 
help develop a strategic plan for the school over the next five years. 
Under the direction of Dennis Higashiguchi, focus groups with parents 
and students were held to gather input regarding where we want to see 
Saint Francis School five years from now. The information gathered will 
be invaluable as we decide how to deal with increasing demand for 
enrollment versus the space limitations we face. To all who took part, 
thank you for your time, your love for this school, and your ideas.

I remember when Saint Francis School was the best kept secret in 
Manoa. If you said, “Saint Francis”, people thought you were talking 
about the hospital. That has changed. The word is out that Saint Francis 
is a special place that offers a quality Catholic education in a spirit of joy, 
and we are near capacity due to the demand for an education that trains 
the mind, the body, and the spirit. 

May God Continue to Bless Us All,

Sister Joan of Arc Souza ‘61
Head of School

Dear Friends,

It is hard to believe that another school year is coming to 
an end, but with so many positive and exciting things 
taking place, time just flies.  This is an opportune time for 
each of us to reflect on our personal accomplishments 
and contributions to our beloved Saint Francis School.

Personally, I am in awe at the changes and growth that 
have taken place since I joined the Board in 2006.  The 
Board was on the cusp of a major change in direction 
with its most difficult decision – to go co-ed or not.  I feel 
so blessed and honored to have been a part of this total 
transformation with all its challenges and successes.

It is because of the successes that the board members 
continuously work to ensure the spirit of Saint Francis is 
embodied in every aspect of the school, from the tuition 
review process to the sports programs.  The five-year 
strategic plan is an integral part of the Board’s major 
tasks and responsibilities. We will work diligently to 
complete the process and produce a plan that will aid the 
administration, staff, students, and future board 
members in continuing the school’s mission to provide a 
quality Catholic education in a spirit of joy.  We will also 
endeavor to incorporate training of total mind, body and 
spirit in all aspects of a Saint Francis School education.  
This requires a concerted effort by all involved.

Peace and Blessings to All,

Martha Camacho
Chairperson

MARTHA CAMACHO
CHAIRPERSON

SISTER JOAN OF ARC SOUZA ‘61
HEAD OF SCHOOL

Martha Camacho
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SAINT FRANCIS BOYS JOIN ALOHA SHOW COURT
Carlyle Cameron

Perhaps “change” is something that we can always count on.  Over recent years, 

Saint Francis has continued to evolve into the co-educational school that we know 

today.  And as boys continue to integrate into activities outside of the classroom, 

this year, we welcomed boys into the Aloha Show Court.

Over the years, the Aloha Show has enjoyed the participation of many female 

students. This year, however, the young ladies were escorted to the stage by male 

students as their prince counterparts.  What we saw as spectators was a Court 

that was now complete.

Teuila Tauaese, a former Aloha Show Queen, and now Co-Director of the Aloha 

Show responsible for preparations, shares her thoughts on the new addition.   

“This officially closes a chapter in Saint Francis history for good,” Tauaese says. 

“We now get to create new memories and a new legacy.”

As our �rst Prince for the Island of Moloka’i, Senior Kahale Ibuos said, “This year’s 

Aloha Show was a new experience for students because it represented the 

inclusion of male students into another school tradition.”

And yet another new tradition was added to the Aloha Show this year with the 

traditional Tongan “Taulunga” performed by Saint Francis’ Tongan students.  “I think 

it was important for the younger kids to see us perform,” says Junior Mapuana 

Maka. “It shows everyone that we take pride in our culture.”

And as Saint Francis continues to evolve, the Aloha Show will continue to evolve 

along with it.

“

”- Kahale Ibuos  ‘15

This year’s Aloha Show 
was a new experience 
for students because it 
represented the 
inclusion of male 
students into another 
school tradition.
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HAWAI’I
Princess: Danielle Antolin
Prince: Kawika Cameron
Attendant: Kiana Tacgere

MAUI
Princess: Rasela Vili

Prince: Janson Kupau
Attendant: No'eau Kaohi

O’AHU
Princess: Antonia Gary
Prince: Victor Uyechi

Attendant: Tatienne Tugade-Sua

KAUA’I
Princess: Taylor Kondo

Prince: Evan Trias
Attendant: Sierra Esperas

KAHO’OLAWE
Princess: Lacey Satele

Prince: Blaze Umiamaka
Attendant: Dayna Romero

NI’IHAU
Princess: Kaitlin Santos

Prince: Maika Teal
Attendant: Korrie Matsumura

LANA’I
Princess: Torylynn Vicari

Prince: Leo Ortega Jr.
Attendant: Tianna Johnson

MOLOKA’I
Princess: Talia Higgins

Prince: Devan Kahale Ibuos
Attendant: Michel Gary

Welcoming Oli: Oli Aloha
by Charlyn “Lehua” Mckee

Conch Shells: Justin Main, 
Quinn Szanyi, Andrew Nishitomi

Queen: Briana Nagasawa King: Eislee Nakamasu
Attendants: Kayla Ann Hall-Santiago and Jacqueline Bassett

Kahili Bearers: Kyle Savellano, Viliami Pua, 
Lualala Fietonu, Robert Chesbro (Missing)

Kapu Stick: Sean FernandezNarrators: Jennifer Lum and 
Malia Luis-Mateo

Welcoming Pule: Justin Choi
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FEAST DAY 2014
Teuila Tauaese ‘08

Our school is named for Saint Francis of Assisi, and our 

culture and mission are based upon the Franciscan Spirit that 

has inspired so many – including Saint Marianne Cope – to 

do so much good. The annual feast day of Saint Francis, 

therefore, is a major event in the life of Saint Francis School 

and a tradition that goes back to our earliest days.

Every year, we begin our feast day celebration by giving 

thanks to God. We know that without God’s love and 

guidance we wouldn’t be able to do the things that make 

the world a brighter and better place. Given the fact that 

Saint Francis of Assisi is the patron saint of animals, it is 

customary during his feast day celebration to have 

students from Pre-K to high school bring in their pets to be 

blessed by a priest. We remember that God not only 

created humans, He created all living things – and 

because of that we have a responsibility to take care of all 

creation and to follow the example set by Saint Francis of 

Assisi. 

Basically, the feast day of Saint Francis is a time to celebrate 

God and His love for us, to celebrate our love for one 

another, not only as peers but as children of God, and to 

remember the kind of work we should be doing to better 

serve God and our fellow man. 
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SAINT MARIANNE COPE CELEBRATION
Sister Joan of Arc Souza ‘61

Would you leave everything and everyone you know to go halfway around the world and do a dangerous job nobody 

else is willing to do? Very few people would say “yes” to such a question, but Saint Marianne Cope did. When asked by 

an emissary for the Hawaiian government to help look after thousands of Hawaiians suffering from Hansen’s disease 

(perhaps better known as leprosy), Saint Marianne Cope not only said yes but that she was “hungry for the work.”

This is the spirit of sel�ess sacri�ce and service which touched so many lives here in Hawaii during Saint Marianne 

Cope’s lifetime. It is also what we hold up as an ideal for all of our students here at Saint Francis School – a school that 

would not be here without her. This is why we place such importance on celebrating Saint Marianne every January.

This year, Teuila Tauaese, Saint Francis School's religion teacher, put in an extraordinary amount of work with her 

students to prepare for this year's celebration mass on January 21st. We were very honored to have Bishop Larry Silva 

preside, and the clear and accessible message that he gave about the importance of service is one we know hit home 

with the students.

On the actual day of Saint Marianne Cope's birth, January 23rd, dozens of young students at the lower school gathered 

in front of her statue. I went down to tell the students the story of Saint Marianne and to let them know how much good 

one person can do. Afterwards, everybody sang Saint Marianne's song and the kids presented leis to her statue. It was 

beautiful.

It is a near certainty that none of us will ever be called on to do good in as dramatic a way as Saint Marianne, but we 

are all nonetheless called to do good for one another and for our communities. And who knows? Perhaps the effects of 

many good people doing many good things might cascade and lead to dramatic results we can’t imagine. One thing we 

know for sure from Saint Marianne’s example is that good begets good and is worth doing for its own sake.
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SENIOR LUAU
Maika Teal ’15

Exciting, energetic, and entertaining – three words to 

describe the Class of 2015 Senior Luau on April 11, 2015. 

The beautifully decorated Almeida Student Center featured 

a photo booth managed by Mr. Ragus and Juniors 

Alexander Tumalip and Jason Sonido, ono food prepared 

and served by Rasela Vili’s family, and entertainment by the 

Mana’o Company. 

Guests were surprised with a performance by Kolohe Kai’s 

lead singer Roman. As he performed a few of Kolohe Kai’s 

hit songs, the seniors and their families sang along and had 

a great time. Thank you to the Class of 2016 volunteers, 

Nathan Lum (Jennifer Lum’s father) for providing our 

entertainment, and Mrs. Josie Gesteuyala for putting us in 

contact with the Hawaii Prince Hotel for our two grand prizes – 

a one night stay and a seafood buffet dinner for two. Most 

importantly, thank you to the Class of 2015 for supporting 

our endowment fund.
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WHAT MAKES A SAINT GO SAINTS!Duane Eldredge and Chad Konishi 

We talk a lot about numbers in sports – the number of 

yards gained, runs scored, three point shots made, 

games won. But there is one number that we are 

particularly proud of here in the Athletics Department: 65.

That is the number of student-athletes who made the 

Honor Roll.

The reason we’re so proud of that number is because at 

Saint Francis School, we believe in training the mind, the 

body, and the spirit. Too often in high-school athletics, the 

body and the spirit are developed, but not the mind. It 

means a lot to us that our student-athletes are the 

“complete package.” Isabel Villanueva and Toni Silva, 

who �nished �rst and second respectively in both the ILH 

and State Championships for sporter air ri�ery, are two 

such student-athletes who both made the Honor Roll. 

We’re proud of our champion Intermediate Boys Football 

team, who haven’t lost a game on the �eld in two 

seasons, of our champion Junior Varsity Boys Basketball 

team, of all our teams. We’re proud of what they 

accomplish on the �eld, on the court, and in the 

classroom. Physical �tness, strong character, and a 

sound education: That’s what makes a Saint.

2014 ILH INTERMEDIATE
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS

2014 HHSAA STATE
AIR RIFLERY CHAMPIONS

2014 ILH DIVISION 2
JV BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS

2014 ILH DIVISION 2
INTER VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONS
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OLA KINO MAIKA’I
Elizabeth Narkon Vito ‘02

The last week of January was National Catholic Schools Week, which we celebrated with workshops and seminars for 

the students. The highlight of the week was Ola Kino Maika’i (healthy mind, body, and spirit). 

This year’s theme for Ola Kino Maika’i was communities of faith, knowledge and service. The day started off with a 

worship service full of singing and praise for the Lord. There was also a “�ash mob” of teachers dancing to “Joyful, Joyful” 

that took students by surprise and had them cheering with delight.

Before we broke out into educational workshop groups, the students enjoyed a popcorn break, courtesy of Primo 

Popcorn. The Hawaiian Humane Society then spoke to our elementary students about kindness. They brought in dogs 

to perform tricks and allowed our students to visit with them after the presentation.  Meanwhile, representatives from the 

Attorney General of Hawaii’s office spoke to our middle school and high school students about Internet and social media 

safety. Topics such as these are crucial for our children's safety and well-being. 

Ola Kino Maika’i was another big success this year. It allowed the entire school to come together to worship and then to 

learn some very important lessons. Saint Francis School believes in taking the time out of a regular school day to focus 

on topics such as these.
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BAGELS WITH THE BISHOP
Teuila Tauaese ‘08

“Bagels with the Bishop” is an event hosted by the Diocese of Honolulu’s 

Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry (OYYAM). It is a time when the Bishop 

of Hawaii meets and socializes with the senior classes of all seven Catholic 

high schools in Hawaii. 

On February 26, 2015, Bishop Larry Silva came to Saint Francis School and 

met with our seniors. During the event, there was a portion where the seniors 

had the opportunity to ask the Bishop questions about faith, the future, and 

anything that falls in between. Senior Kahale Ibuos recalls the event fondly, “It 

was a wonderful experience. I got to know the Bishop on a different level than 

most people would have the chance to. I also got one of my questions 

answered.” Ibuos’ question was, “Is it alright to pursue God in unorthodox 

ways?” 

“To be honest, I was skeptical about how the Bishop would answer my 

question, but in the end, he was very receptive and even ‘made a funny,’” says 

Ibuos.

The students of Saint Francis School realized Bishop Larry Silva is more than 

his title – he’s an ordinary guy who, through God’s love, does extraordinary 

things. Since they’ve �gured out this secret about someone who holds a 

notable position, our deepest hope is that they now �nd their God-given 

greatness within themselves. A hearty mahalo to Bishop Larry Silva, the 

OYYAM team, and the faculty of Saint Francis School, who made the event a 

relaxing, spiritual experience for everyone involved. 
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CHRISTIAN MUSIC FESTIVAL
Erin Tabali

The Christian Music Festival is held every April at Saint 

Francis School.  Students participate in this friendly 

competition, celebrating Christian faith through music in the 

process.  Students sing together as a division against the 

other divisions for bragging rights and the Christian Music 

Festival Trophy.  Guest judges are brought in to critique the 

divisions on Motions/Participation, Showmanship, Sound 

Clarity, Conductor, and Execution.

Practice is all on the students and the division advisors as 

they spend a few months getting ready.  Students elect a 

conductor to lead the division in the music, and soloists are 

selected as an optional musical effect. This entire endeavor 

helps build unity amongst the divisions, and it is a great 

way to send off the Senior Class before they graduate and 

move on to the next phase of their lives.

16 CHRISTIAN MUSIC FESTIVAL



PENNY CARNIVAL
Shinya Saito ‘17

As the school year passes, students stress about their grades and 

school work. Penny Carnival is a great day for students to relax and 

have fun. However, the true purpose of Penny Carnival is to raise funds 

for a cause. Our theme was “World Culture”.  There were food and games 

from our countries – America, Japan, Mexico, and Polynesia, and 

participating students were able to connect with peers and learn about 

the selected cultures.

This year we added a friendly competition called “Penny War” to make 

giving and donating a little more fun. Each division had their own empty 

water jug. Placing a penny in a division’s jug earned that division a point. 

However, placing silver coins and bills earned that division negative 

points. Distributing negative points in other divisions’ water jugs was 

strongly encouraged. Students were hyped up for this because the 

winning division got a free dress day! This coveted prize went to the 7th 

and 8th grade division. Penny Carnival raised $1,654.94, and this money 

will go towards a jungle gym for the elementary school and new 

basketball nets for the basketball court near the ASC. 
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HOMECOMING
Kami Yamamoto ‘15

The events surrounding 2014 Homecoming included a 

plethora of spirit and community-based activities. To start 

the week, we had a few dress-up days: Animal Day; Sel�e 

Day, during which we took “sel�es” and posted them on 

social media using the #SFSSel�e hash tag; Dress Your 

Age Day, when every grade level was assigned an age 

category to dress up as (the seniors were “senior citizens”); 

Character Day, during which we dressed up as our favorite 

comic, video game, or movie characters; and last but not 

least, Spirit Day, to show our Carolina blue-and-white pride 

– and that only started the week!

Thursday’s Character Day became the setting for our 

Homecoming pep rally, headed by our Student 

Organization officers. After a series of football game 

anthems from the Troubadour Band to welcome the 

student body, the festivities commenced. Vice President 

Kahale Ibuos introduced the homecoming court: Class of 

2018 Prince Anthony To and Princess Shana Leu; Class of  

2017 Prince Kungjoo Kim and Princess Kainani Bradley; 

Class of 2016 Prince Chansol Heo and Princess Casey 

Hayakawa; and Class of 2015 Homecoming King Evan 

Trias and Queen Carlyn McKee. Homecoming Week 

concluded on Saturday with a new addition – Homecoming 

Dance. Students were encouraged to bring friends and to 

indulge in a night full of laughter and dancing.
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DR. SEUSS WEEK
Jenifer Weaver ‘74

Dr. Seuss Week was a magical time at Saint Marianne Cope Preschool.  

On Dr. Seuss’ birthday, there were bright pink cupcakes and we sang 

Happy Birthday. The rest of the week was �lled with Crazy Sock Day, 

Crazy Hat Day, Pajama Day, Dr. Seuss Character Day, and so much 

more.  We also enjoyed Green Eggs and Ham – both the book and the 

meal.  And, yes, we like green eggs and ham! We do!! We like them, 

Sam-I-Am.

During this fun-�lled week, we were lucky enough to have a couple of 

local celebrities come in to read some Dr. Seuss classics to the children.  

Frank De Lima read Green Eggs and Ham and Are You My Mother?  And 

Moanike'ala Nabarro read One Fish Two Fish. 

All week long, laughter �lled the air at the Preschool. Never stop reading 

Dr. Seuss would say.  Reading can take you to wonderful places, where 

you will meet wonderful people and see wonderful things.  Oh, the 

places it will take you.

“Oh the places you'll go! There is fun to be done! There are points to 

be scored. There are games to be won. And the magical things you 

can do with that ball will make you the winning-est winner of all.”

Dr. Seuss, “Oh, The Places You’ll Go!”
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BUGS AND WORMS AND FROGS! OH MY!
Jenifer Weaver ‘74

PRESCHOOL
In February, we found a large toad that we put it in a plastic container for the 

children to see up close.  They were fascinated!  Why do his eyes move like that?  

Why is he breathing like that?  Why isn’t his skin smooth?  Do you think he likes ice 

cream?  All very important questions.

At Saint Marianne Cope Preschool, we encourage the children to see beyond what 

is right in front of them, to look not only with their eyes but with their minds and 

their hearts, and to ask why.

We want the children to discover and experience all that the world has to offer, 

while keeping life’s most important lessons in the forefront.  Compassion, sharing, 

friendship and, above all, loving one another as God loves us.

Besides getting up close with toads, we also met the most beautiful birds you will 

ever see when the Bird Guy came to visit. We also met turtles, frogs, and lizards 

when the Reptile Man came. 

For our �eld trips, we went to the Bishop Museum, The Bus Depot, the McCully 

Fire Station, the Pumpkin Patch, the Zoo, the Manoa Public Library, and the 

Manoa Farmer’s Market – where, much to the children’s dismay, they realized just 

how many different types of vegetables God has created for them.

As you can see, there is always something new and exciting happening here at the 

Preschool!  We encourage you to come and visit us anytime.  There is nothing 

more fun than experiencing the way a child looks at the world. Come and see!
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IN PURSUIT OF AWESOMENESS
Joe Krueger

ELEMENTARY
We have a fun tradition in the elementary school that 

arises from our �rm belief that every child can be awesome. 

Every week, our teachers nominate a worthy student or two 

from their classes to earn “Certi�cates of Awesomeness”, 

which are announced at lunch on Fridays and celebrated 

raucously by the young students. 

As you would expect of a school, we emphasize 

awesomeness of mind. To that end, all language arts and 

math classes for Kindergarten through 4th grade are now 

conducted simultaneously on every school day, allowing 

students to be grouped according to their ability level, rather 

than by their age. This makes it much easier for teachers to 

tailor instruction to the skill level of the class, since the range 

of abilities is so much smaller than in typical age-based 

classes in which there may be students with reading 

abilities stretching between kindergarten and middle school.

We also stress and celebrate awesomeness of body in the 

elementary division. The K-5 students saw their physical 

education time double this school year from once a cycle to 

twice. Saint Francis believes in the importance of exercise, 

physical health, and wellness. 

Most importantly we stress awesomeness of spirit. Students 

and teachers pray together several times each day, biblical 

values and stories are taught over and over, and children 

are reminded again and again that what God wants from 

them is to love and respect Him, His Creation, others, and 

self – and to learn that doing so will yield in them the 

promise of Saint Francis School’s mission: The Spirit of Joy.  
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LIFE IN THE MIDDLE
Melani Erice ‘01

MIDDLE SCHOOL
The Middle School is something of a proving ground. It is a place of growth 

and progress for our students as they make the transition from the children 

they were during their elementary school years to the young adults they will 

be in high school. We see a lot of good changes in our students, some 

questionable choices, and a lot of lessons being learned.

Through it all, regardless of the ups and downs, our students do their best 

to remain focused on their academics. Teachers work with parents to help 

students with academic struggles; and students that excel are challenged to 

reach the next level. 

Outside of the class room, Saint Francis School’s Intermediate football team 

is undefeated for two full seasons, while our students continue to compete 

and place in Math Counts, the Geography Bee, and the Spelling Bee. All of 

our students participate in the Science Fair and are encouraged to use 

technology as a tool.

Middle school is a time in our students’ lives that can be �lled with much 

uncertainty and confusion. This is why we make sure they know they can 

seek out their teachers and counselor for guidance and safe harbor. In 

middle school, we encourage and support our students in positive personal 

growth as well as academic growth.
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OHANA
Erin Marshall  

HIGH SCHOOL
One word sums up our high school beautifully – ohana. Many 

of our students tell us they came to Saint Francis because it 

feels like family, which means they feel free to be themselves. 

It’s something new teachers notice when they join the school 

as well, they feel the ohana spirit.

This sense of ohana has characterized Saint Francis for years. 

I remember it from my days as a freshman and sophomore in 

the Eighties – back when our head of school, Sister Joan of 

Arc, was my religion teacher. My dad was in the military and 

was transferred to California, but I never forgot Saint Francis 

School. I always remembered the beauty of its campus, the 

sense that God is at work here, and the strong family feeling. 

I jumped at the chance to return as a teacher in 2002, and this 

is when I began to learn the secret behind the feeling of ohana. 

It’s about what is learned here and how it is taught. In addition 

to getting our students ready for college and career, Saint 

Francis focuses heavily on teaching our students to be 

accepting and to be agents of positive change. 

The key is to teach academics and morals in a way that is 

engaging and that makes students feel like they matter the 

moment they walk through the classroom door. That’s the 

secret. When students feel valued and secure, they treat 

others in a way that makes them feel valued and secure. That’s 

ohana. 
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HALL OF FAME GALA
Keiki Kalaaukahi

24 GALA

The Hall of Fame Gala held at the Paci�c Beach Hotel last September was the best yet. To celebrate the ninetieth 

anniversary of Saint Francis School’s founding in 1924, the Gala Committee chose a “Taking it Back to the Twenties” 

theme for the night. Most of those in attendance donned Twenties attire, such as �apper dresses, Gatsby style suits, 

A-Lines, boas, and cloche and fedora hats.

The always amusing Master of Ceremonies, Dave Lancaster kept everybody entertained with his wit and humor, and 

Dr. Darren Duerden and his Oahu Swing ensemble got people dancing to jazz standards dating from the Twenties all 

the way through to the end of the Twentieth Century.  Arrangements from the WWII period were a particular favorite.

The Gala celebrated �ve alumnae who exemplify the character of Saint Francis School.  These distinguished women 

were Sister Agnes Vera Hino ’42, Gail Kumashiro Wong ’55, Carol Hosino Caspillo ’61, Dr. Healani Chang ’75, and 

Melinda Agbayani Zisko ’77 – all of whom inspire by exhibiting genuine love and appreciation for the Franciscan Spirit, 

demonstrating outstanding leadership as citizens in the community, and being great contributors to Saint Francis 

School and its students.  Every year at this event, Saint Francis School honors various individuals, but this year was 

special in that all honorees were alumnae.  

The Development Office thanks everyone who helped support this event to make it successful.  Special thanks go to 

the Gala Committee, PTFG, and the staff and student volunteers who ran the Silent Auction and Photo Booth. We could 

not have been successful without you. 



The Parents, Friends, and Teachers Guild, normally known 

as the PFTG, is a group of people who want to help Saint 

Francis and particularly its students. There are members 

with children in the elementary and high school grades, so 

it’s also an opportunity to liaise and �nd out how things are 

in the rest of the school.

PFTG would always be happy to have new recruits! It’s light 

duty, but the more members, the lighter (and merrier)! There 

are no dues, and we meet for an hour once a month. Our 

President is Lisa Goo, and she would be happy to hear from 

you. Please email Lisa at 808lisagoo@gmail.com if you 

would like to know more about what’s involved, or just drop 

in at our next meeting and talk story.

Graham Crookes 

Elementary PFTG member and 6th Grade parent

Parents
Friends
Teachers
Guild

25GALA / PARENTS FRIENDS TEACHERS GUILD
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Aloha Alumni,

On behalf of the Saint Francis 

School Alumni Board of Directors, 

I thank you for your past support 

in 2014.  In August, our Fellowship 

Luau had the biggest attendance 

to date.  We soon will outgrow the 

Almeida Student Center. 

 

Fifteen months ago, we kicked off our Scholarship 

Endowment with a goal of $10,000.00, projected for a two 

year fundraising commitment and we raised $9,655 by 

February.  Our “It’s Bingo Time” dinner fundraiser on 

February 28 saw us surpass our goal.

 

Your Board of Directors work tirelessly to promote fellowship 

and lead the association in providing scholarship funds to 

Saint Francis School. We do this so that as many students as 

possible receive a quality education.  We will continue to ask 

for your support in 2015.

 

I have so many wonderful memories from the Sixties, 

including the daily ride on the Varsity Circle shuttle with all 

the stories and laughter that we shared on that bus, the 

famous Manoa Stream where we went to cool off our feet, 

and the strong in�uence of the Franciscan nuns who taught 

us and instilled a sense of respect and obligation to serve 

others.

 

What are your memories and experiences that you want to 

share, and what suggestions do you have for the Board of 

Directors to consider in keeping your Alumni Association 

relevant and effective?

 

Please let us know. Call me at (808) 225-1941 or send me an 

e-mail at caroldean42@gmail.com.

 

THANK YOU ALUMNI!

 

Mahalo and God Bless,

 

Carol Hosino Caspillo, ‘61

President,

Saint Francis School Alumni Association

President
Carol Caspillo ‘61

1st VP
Phyllis Martin Stephenson ‘55

2nd VP
Charlene Torigoe Kanemori ‘65

Secretary
Olivia Pita Harano ‘63

Treasurer
Stephanie Teves Phillips ‘63

Past President
Leonora Nono Pa ‘58

Advisor, Head of School
Sister Joan of Arc Souza ‘61

School Liaison
Darian Tolentino

Director Emeritus
M. Julia Moreno Brown ‘54

Directors

Rosemarie Abaya ‘74

Marcia Mineshima Abe ‘61

Marilyn Quemuel Caris ‘56

Virginia Lee Ching ‘53

Rita Maneja Chun ‘65

Sister Charlene Epil ‘55

Norma Jean Kahoonei ‘56

Faith Inoshita Kaya ‘61

Sonia Liu Wada ‘55
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ALUMNI BINGO
Jennifer Lum ‘15

B I N G O! Alumni Bingo 2015 was an evening full of laughter 

and fun. Old friends and classmates reunited for an evening of prizes 

and excitement. The alumni committee decorated the ASC beautifully 

with white and blue tabletops and bingo-themed centerpieces. There 

were great prizes, including a photo of Disney Production Studio 

from 1946, a patchwork quilt, and an array of themed packages such 

as “Take a Moment” and “Quiet Time”.  After the delicious food catered 

by Ige’s was served, the games began. Multiple rounds were played 

with different themes such as blackout and “x’s” as winners claimed 

their prizes. As a fresh graduate, I look forward to these events so 

that I can reunite with my classmates and thoroughly enjoy the night 

in their company. All alumni had bright smiles on their faces as they 

caught up with each other and updated their classmates about their 

lives, their kids, and even their grandkids. It was a night that left 

everyone with joy. Bingo raised $4,231.01 for the Saint Francis 

School Alumni Association Endowment.
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2014 ALUMNI LUAU
Phyllis Martin Stephenson ‘55

In 1990, Saint Francis School’s Class of 1955 introduced the �rst alumni homecoming 

luau. I would like to humbly mention that Aloma Tuck Kadooka and I co-chaired this very 

special occasion. Since then, it has become an annual event for alumni to celebrate and 

renew friendships each year. We also gather for fellowship and to hold a memorial mass 

to honor alumni, staff, and nuns who have passed away.

The homecoming luau is so well attended by alumni, family, teachers, students, and 

friends that we will soon have to consider holding this event at another location. We are 

excited and look forward to a change in venue for 2016.

This year, we celebrate the 25th anniversary of the �rst homecoming luau and look 

forward to meeting you there. We encourage all alumni to participate in our alumni 

events and the ongoing activities at Saint Francis School.

It’s easy to join the Saint Francis Alumni Association and the annual dues are only 

$25.00, payable each January. I do hope you will consider joining in the fun by becoming 

a card-carrying member of the Alumni Association. It’s such a great way to meet fellow 

alumni and renew friendships.



Celebrate the Franciscan Spirit

Saturday, August 1, 2015

Memorial Mass
4:30 p.m.

Saint Francis Chapel

Luau
6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

All proceeds benefit the
Saint Francis School Alumni Association Scholarship Fund

For information, please call Darian Tolentino in the alumni office at (808) 628-3716

ANNUAL ALUMNI
2015 HOMECOMING MASS AND LUAU
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Class reunions are fun and a great way to rekindle old friendships. 
To provide updated information on yourself or other alumni, please contact 

Darian Tolentino at dtolentino@stfrancis-oahu.org or at (808) 628-3716. 
She can help you get started with your plans.

Upcoming class reunions for the year 2015 are: 
1940, 1945, 1950, 1955, 1960, 1965 (Golden Scholars), 
1970, 1975, 1980, 1985, 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005 & 2010.

REUNION UPDATE
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1948
Florence Yamamoto Aihara currently lives 
in Pearl City.  She is retired from the St. 
Francis Medical Center in Liliha after 42 
years.  Florence has five children and 
eight grandchildren.  Florence is active 
with her church and loves participating in 
craft projects.

1950
Sister Candida Oroc retired last year as 
the hospital chaplain at the Saint Francis 
Hospital.  She currently resides at Saint 
Francis Convent in Manoa and loves to 
paint and sketch.  

1955
Sister Charlene Epil resides at Saint 
Francis Convent in Manoa.  She is a 
director for the Saint Francis School 
Alumni Association Board of Directors.  
Sister is a retired teacher and librarian 
and loves playing the piano and organ.  
She also enjoys doing puzzles and light 
yard work.

Sonia Liu Wada writes, “I am a graduate 
of class of '55 and currently live in Hawaii 
Kai.  I have 4 children, 7 grandchildren 
and 1 great-grandson. (YIKES).  After 35 
years, I retired as a supervisor from Sears 
Hawaii District Office. My activities 
include Hula, Ukulele, Tai Chi and volun-
teering at Palolo Chinese Home.  I have 
been fortunate to be able to travel to the 
West and East Coast, Europe, China, and 
Japan.  Saint Francis School has been a 
great part of my life.  I have befriended 
and bonded with many of my classmates 
and continue to keep in touch with them.  
One of the many memories I have is 
when the Von Trapp family visited and 
performed. What a treat! Something like 
that is what the school affords us the 
opportunity to appreciate what we are 
blessed with. I have many great memo-
ries at Saint Francis. I have one grand-
daughter who graduated in 2011 and 
another currently attending.”

1958
Leonora Nono Pa retired from Host 

Marriott in the airport management 
department.  She lives with her husband, 
Solomon, in Honolulu.  Leonora has five 
children, fourteen grandchildren, and 
fourteen great-grandchildren - with two 
more on the way.  Leonora enjoys her 
garden and loves to play piano.

1959
Sister Jovita Agustin resides in Manoa at 
the Saint Francis Convent.  Sister was a 
teacher, librarian, preschool child care 
teacher and chaplain for St. Francis 
Health Care. Nowadays, Sister is a tour 
guide to visitors from the mainland and 
makes sure they have a great Hawaiian 
experience.   
 
Eloise Marcella Johnson is currently 
living in Pennsylvania with her husband.  
She has two grandchildren from her 
daughter and has two great-grandchil-
dren.  She misses all of her classmates 
and encourages them to reconnect with 
her when she relocates to Las Vegas in 
the summer. Eloise retired from the civil 
service after almost 30 years of service.  
She enjoys crocheting, embroidering and 
eating.  

Yvonne Peltier Tavares currently lives in 
Honolulu. She retired in 2004 after 41 
years of teaching. She is the 1st VP for the 
2014-2015 HSTA Retired State Board of 
Directors. She keeps herself busy by 
playing tennis three times a week, 
reading, and watching movies once a 
week at the theaters. She mentions her 
class is very active in maintaining their 
friendship. Her fondest memories at Saint 
Francis School are the friendships she 
developed and the great education she 
received (she later attended Chaminade 
University of Honolulu). 

1963
Patricia Leiala Chong Montoya currently 
lives in Honolulu.  She retired as an 
elementary principal in Southern Califor-
nia. In 2010, she earned her doctoral 
degree in Educational Leadership from 
University of Southern California. Patricia 
is currently serving as caretaker for her 
95 year old mother. Her fondest memory 
at Saint Francis School was being with 
the teachers and her group of girlfriends. 

She strongly believes SFS gave her the 
confidence that helped guide her.

1965
Congratulations to Charlene Torigoe 
Iwahiro on her marriage to George 
Iwahiro at the Honolulu Country Club on 
August 2, 2014.  

1966
Sally Barry Crowe currently lives in 
Paducah, Kentucky with her husband.  
She retired from Union Carbide after 38 
years and has one step son.  Sally’s 
favorite memory was meeting all the girls 
and the close friendships they shared.

1972
Clara Lee Bigold lives in Honolulu with 
her husband Pat.  Clara graduated from 
the University of Hawaii in 1976 with a 
Bachelor’s in Elementary Education, and 
she is also a graduate of John Robert 
Powers Charm and Modeling School. 
These days, Clara is the business manag-
er for her husband’s company, Pat Bigold 
Media Consulting, to which she also 
contributes her graphic arts skills on 
occasion. In her spare time, Clara enjoys 
designing jewelry at home.

2001
Congratulations to Jeannie Pinpin, who 
got married to Lambert Lum on November 
29, 2014.  Jeannie is an account execu-
tive with Western Union.

2002
Clea Saldania-Roundtree currently lives 
in Hawaii and travels back and forth to 
Europe.  She models for local, national, 
and international magazines, catalogs, 
commercials, and calendars.  Clea is in 
the 2015 Girls of the Hawaiian Islands 
Calendar and the Beautiful Girls of Las 
Vegas Calendar.  She has also appeared 
in Hawaii Five-O, The Informant, Forgetting 
Sarah Marshall, as well as You, Me, and 
Dupree. 

2004
Congratulations to Bronwyn Kawehi 
Meheula Robinski on her marriage to 
Shawn Robinski at the Kaneohe Marine 
Officers Club on July 27, 2014.  Kawehi 
and her husband currently live in Killeen, 
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Texas.  She comes from a long line of SFS 
alumni.  In attendance at her wedding 
were sister, Bianca Meheula Frank ’01, 
mother Julie Omilda Meheula ’80 and 
grandmother M. Julia Moreno Brown ’54.

Chantelle Enos writes, “after graduating 
from Chaminade with my BS in Elementa-
ry Education, I moved to San Francisco to 
live with my sister. While there, I attended 
an online school through University of 
Scranton to earn my Master’s in Elemen-
tary Education – Curriculum and Instruc-
tion. During that time, I taught at a 
Catholic School in San Francisco, Our 
Lady of the Visitacion. I returned in 2012 
and have been teaching second grade at 
Our Lady of Good Counsel since then. In 
my spare time, I train for upcoming 
marathons. I completed my first marathon 
last summer in San Francisco and 
participated in the Honolulu Marathon in 
December 2014. I try to hike with my 
friends and my Siberian husky, Ace, every 
weekend. I am currently training for this 
June’s Alaska Marathon!”

2009
In 2013, Sage Quiamno moved to Seattle 
for a job at Amazon, where she worked on 
successful campaigns such as Kindle Fire. 
She currently works at Weber Shandwick 
as a public relations coordinator. Sage 
graduated from the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa (UHM) and received degrees in 
Communications, Marketing, and English. 
Her fondest memory is representing Saint 
Francis School on the speech and debate 
team. She feels the skills learned – 
critical thinking, analysis, foundational 
research skills, building an argument, and 
negotiation – are invaluable. She highly 
recommends the speech and debate 
team because, “that’s one thing you’ll 
never learn in high school and college – 
being put on the spot and being 
pressured to show off your knowledge.” 
Sage is proud that she was able to 
graduate on time, move from a small 
island to a big city on her own, and able 
to work for one of the largest companies 
in the world after graduating UHM.

Chardonnay Pao currently lives in Pearl 
City and is working as an admissions 
counselor for the Master’s program at 

Chaminade University of Honolulu. She 
will soon be completing her Master’s of 
Business Administration.  In 2013 she 
earned her undergraduate degree from 
Chaminade and was the “outstanding 
graduate” in business administration. 
While an undergraduate, she was a 
student blogger and Resident Assistant. 
Chardonnay was involved in the Hogan 
Entrepreneur Program at Chaminade and 
had the opportunity to intern in China and 
India. While overseas, she climbed the 
Great Wall of China and helped an 
orphanage in India. Aside from working 
and attending classes at Chaminade, 
Chardonnay works on her family pig farm 
in Waianae every weekend and is part of 
Isle Five – a group of Polynesian singers 
under the same management as Nesian 
Nine. Her fondest memory at Saint Francis 
School was Spirit Week, when each grade 
level created their own stomp routine and 
every student participated.
 
2014
Did you know that La’akea Moniz has his 
own clothing brand called Aloha Ambas-
sadors?  If you are looking for a fun and 
fresh look, check him out.  La’a also 
attends the University of Hawaii at Manoa 
and is majoring in engineering.

Congratulations to Danielle Whitten for 
placing third in the 2015 Miss Teen 
Pageant.  She also took the title for best 
body.  

Congratulations to Blayne Won and the 
Pacific University football team who 
shared the NWC championship with 
Linfield.  Pacific University currently has 
31 players from Hawaii on their roster.

2015
Lindsey Thomas not only recently 
graduated but also found the time to be 
one of the participants in this year’s Miss 
Hawaii Teen Pageant.  

MEMORIA LS
Each woman listed here was once a part of the 
Saint Francis Ohana who has gone to a better 
place.  Our community is saddened by their 
absence but is forever thankful to have been 
touched by their love and existence.

1940
Henrietta Isabel Dart Young
April 11, 2015

1950
Jane Dang Lum
October 23, 2013

1953
Betty Sasaki Maglasang
May 13, 2014

1956
Margaret Palau Pekelo
September 11, 2014

Sr. Florence Remata
August 3, 2014

1958
Jessie Medeiros Sam Fong 
September 16, 2014

Laura Iseke Stokoe
May 13, 2014

Bernice Sawai Katada
February 10, 2015

1961
Sylvia Jobes Trepte
December 17, 2014

1962
Diane Vierra Medeiros
October 26, 2014

1963
Gail Kerner-Cassidy
July 29, 2014

Virginia Aquino Zywot
December 21, 2014

1965
Sandra Shirai Seibert
September 13, 2014

1971
Cheryl Chang
January 7, 2014

2007
Allison Uyematsu
April 15, 2015

2013
Jessica Lum
April 15, 2015
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CLASS MOTTO CLASS COLORS CLASS FLOWER
“TODAY WE FOLLOW,

TOMORROW WE LEAD.”
GREEN AND WHITE WHITE CARNATION

PATRICIA SOUZA CHOI 

Patricia Souza Choi and her husband of forty-two years currently live in San Jose, California. She is retired 
from Silicon Valley, where she worked as a program system analyst for thirty-five years. Patricia has two 
granddaughters. In 2013, she walked the 500 mile Camino de Santiago Pilgrimage in Spain with her husband.  

ALBERTA ING CANHA 

Alberta Ing Canha reflects on her special memories at Saint Francis School: “Friends that we met; sharing the 
education that made us what we have accomplished in our lives; the values of trust, honesty, care, integrity 
and belief in ourselves as women to accomplish whatever our dreams may be. We believed in ourselves as 
followers of Saint Francis of Assisi and we can now enjoy our golden years. Retirement is so beautiful and a 
time for traveling and enjoying the grandkids.”

GEORGIA LAGNAY BLOM

Georgia L. C. Blom is retired and lives in Honolulu with her husband, Andresen Blom. They have four children 
and five grandchildren. She says her memories of Saint Francis School are “of a girlhood spared some 
distractions and angst of adolescence.” Georgia adds, “The focus and discipline of an education, and 
opportunities to explore self & potential free from pettiness of spirit and competition served my varied lives 
both personal and professional. This is where I learned that a life lived with and in grace was to be my 
guidepost  especially when lost or confused by the ways of the world. Mahalo Saint Francis.”

MYRA LUM-AKANA BORGES

Myra Lum-Akana Borges lives in Aiea. She is happily retired from the Department of Education. Prior to 
retirement, she was an educator at Pearl City High School and had been with the DOE for forty years. Myra and 
her husband, Russell, have two children and two grandchildren (whom she currently babysits).  Her fondest 
memories are listening to a lecture from NASA about liquid nitrogen, listening to Martin Luther King Jr. speak 
at the University of Hawaii Manoa, and the camaraderie and friendships she made at Saint Francis School. Her 
advice is to “learn something every day.”

JANET MESINA ALLEN

Janet Mesina Allen currently lives in Waipahu. She is a physical education teacher at University Laboratory 
School and has been an educator for almost twenty years. Janet has two daughters and four grandchildren. 
Janet’s fondest memory is running a candy store outside of her classroom. Her advice is: “study hard and play 
hard”.
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RITA DEVERA MANEJA CHUN 

Rita Devera Maneja Chun writes, “Congratulations to ALL OF US from the Class of 1965! Our class colors: 
Kelly green and white; flower: white carnation with green ribbon, motto: “TODAY WE FOLLOW, TOMORROW 
WE LEAD.” Sophomore afternoon sock HOP was held in mid-afternoon. Junior Prom was at the auditorium and 
its theme was ‘Sand and the Sea.’ Senior Prom was at the Ilikai Hotel where we rode in the first glass elevator 
in Hawaii and danced to our theme song, ‘Ebbtide’. My Big Sister was Joanne Pestana and my Little Sister was 
Mickey Fenton. I enjoyed those memorable 4 years that went by quickly! Mrs. Ragsdale, Miss Nakamoto, Miss 
Kawaoka, Miss Joan Witty, Mr. John Ko, Mrs. Danette Ferreira, Miss Puanani Gomez, Sister Mary Linus, Sister 
Mary Clarence, Sister Charles Miriam, Sister Rose Annette, Sister Martina, Sister Bonaventure, and Sister 
Regina Michael. I enjoyed it all! Thank you, Saint Francis!”

CORA PA GRIMM 

Cora Pa Grimm writes, “Since I graduated from SFCS, I graduated from Golden Gate University, lived in San 
Francisco for 40 years and in England for 5 years. I worked for the federal government for 34 years. I was 
married to Klaus-Dieter Grimm for 32 years until his passing in 1977; I have one daughter and no 
grandchildren. I’ve traveled to many parts of the world and am continuing to do so in my retirement years. My 
special time and fondest memory was collecting selective brand labels to exchange points for cash in order to 
purchase blue velvet curtains for the auditorium – I was the chairperson for this project.” Cora currently 
practices Tai-Chi three times a week and volunteers at Saint Vincent Community Outreach helping to provide 
meals and clothing for the homeless.

PATRICIA LEE HUBBARD 

Patricia Lee Hubbard has been busy traveling and enjoying retirement. She was previously an elementary 
teacher. Her fondest memory of Saint Francis School was the “cohesive coziness and faculty.

BERNADETTE JESSIE POWELL HOOMALU  

Bernadette Jessie Powell Hoomalu worked as a Homestead Land Agent with the State of Hawaii for 18 years. 
She lives in Pupukea on the North Shore of Oahu and loves to cook, especially Hawaiian food. Her advice is, 
“No matter where you are or who you are, we can make a difference in someone’s life.” Bernadette says she 
enjoyed being taught by nuns, “because they had this quiet type of strength that, somehow when you left 
there, it felt like you were complete and that you could really take on whatever life gave you.” Bernadette will 
be travelling next summer to watch her granddaughter graduate from UNLV, before visiting Missouri, North 
Carolina, and Washington DC.

CHARLENE TORIGOE IWAHIRO

Charlene Torigoe Iwahiro is a retired financial manager with the Navy Exchange who lives in Honolulu with 
her husband George. Charlene and George have two sons and two grandchildren. Asked to share her fondest 
memory at Saint Francis, Charlene writes, “There are very many wonderful memories of my high school years 
at SFC. I would not trade any of them. This is the reason for my continued participation with the Alumni 
Association.”
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ELLEN AUYONG NAKAMURA 

Ellen Auyong Nakamura was married to her husband Melvin from 1972 until his passing in 2008. They had 
two daughters and both are married. The eldest, Lei Ann Bedwell lives in Charlotte, and the youngest, Kaye 
Oshiro, lives with Ellen. She has one grandson and other grandchild on the way in June. She currently works 
at Holomua Elementary School in Ewa Beach and is still not ready to retire for another five years. Ellen has the 
“travel bug” since her first tour to Germany in 2010. Her fondest memory is gaining lasting friendships with 
her classmates from Saint Francis School. 

MARIE KU 

Marie Ku is a retired teacher who lives in Waipahu. Marie boarded at Saint Francis for four years and still 
remembers having to watch the dogs as punishment for getting into trouble. On the bright side, however, she 
is thankful that she never got to dissect a frog in biology class. Her advice to all is simple but requires 
discipline: “Save money so you can have a nice retirement!”

CATHERINE GEORGE MANN

Catherine George Mann lives in Honolulu. She retired from Saint Francis Hospital after serving as a nurse for 
45-1/2 years. Catherine has one son. Catherine remembers Sister Rose Annette in the Biology department and 
playing volleyball. Now that she’s retired, she likes to keep herself busy by doing yard work. Her advice is to 
“take the days as they come.” 

CYNTHIA TAVARES MARKS 

Cynthia Tavares Marks writes, “Special Memories of Saint Francis Convent School – 1962-1965: beauty of 
place, the holiness, the happiness, the sense of humor of the nuns…most of the time, Sister Martina’s 
sweetness, Sister Helen Agnes’s love of grammar, Sister Charles Miriam’s first year teaching, Sister Rose 
Annette’s enthusiasm, office visits to Sister Bonaventure regarding my incredibly handsome brother Richard, 
spending special detentions with Miss Kawaoka as she taught me basic math after I was caught cheating in 
Geometry.”

LINDA KING

Linda King is retired after a  career as an accountant and manager with the IRS. This mother of one and 
grandmother of two lives in Atlanta, Georgia. Though she lives far away now, she still remembers Saint Francis 
fondly. “Although I attended Saint Francis for only two years, the camaraderie and friendships made are long 
lasting,” says Linda.  “My special fond memories are of the Saint Francis campus situated in the serenity of 
the Manoa valley.  This is especially peaceful to this day.”

SISTER MARION KIKUKAWA 

Sister Marion Kikukawa served in leadership with the Sisters of Saint Francis from 1991 to 2003. She taught 
and administered elementary and high schools for 50 years. Her fondest memory was being a boarder. 
Although she missed home, she enjoyed being a resident student and spending time with other girls who are 
now great women. She is proud of her little sister Mary Jean Buza-Sims who has become a great educator. 
Sister Marion enjoys being back on campus because she can hear and see evidence of our school living up to 
the motto (everyone have a good time, enjoy each other’s company, study, and participate in liturgies). She 
says: “the spirit of joy is really in existence.”



KAREN TANAKA 

Karen Tanaka writes, “I was born and raised in Waialua on the North Shore. I commuted with family and 
friends every day to school in the days of no freeways! It was difficult, but in the process, I made a lot of lifelong 
friends and gained many experiences in our daily commute. After graduation, I attended the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa and became a teacher in the DOE. I retired after 36 years as a social studies teacher at Leilehua 
High. My special memory (in addition to my friends): how hard we worked to earn a simple thing like a ‘no 
uniform’ day.”

PATRICIA CHUN TOM 

Patricia Chun Tom currently lives in Kailua. She has four children and six grandchildren. Her four children 
moved back to Oahu and currently reside in Kailua also. Patricia is a retired nurse. She was a home health nurse 
in management and field for twenty years. She now works part-time with CVS Care Plus pharmacy as a nurse 
educator.  She is also part of the Windward Choral Society. Patricia’s fondest memory at Saint Francis School 
is making long lasting friendships. 

ELAINE TANG NGAI 

Elaine Tang Ngai was married to Leroy Ngai for forty years before his passing in 2010. They had two sons and 
two daughters. The ages of their three granddaughters and one grandson range from ten months to fifteen 
years old. Elaine writes she “was just your average student, middle child from a large family of seven 
children.”

351965 GOLDEN SCHOLARS

LUCILLE ANAYA PICERNO 

Lucille Picerno is retired from Joint Base Hawaii and lives in Aiea. She has two children and two 
grandchildren. 



SAINT MARIANNE COPE AWARD
Presented to the student who best 
exemplifies the Franciscan Spirit.

Devan Kahale Ibous

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD 
Presented to the student who has displayed 

an extraordinary level of character.
Odessa Tolentino

LEADERSHIP 
Presented to the student who has led and served 

as a model for the entire school community.
Jennifer Lum

SERVICE 
Presented to the student who has demonstrated 

an unselfish desire to serve others.
Eislee Nakamasu

RELIGION 
Presented to the student who has demonstrated 
an understanding of his Christian commitment.

Devan Kahale Ibous

VALEDICTORY 
Presented to the student who has the 

highest academic achievement.
Jaylieen Cesneros

SALUTATORY 
Presented to the student who has the 

second highest academic achievement.
Odessa Tolentino

Jaylieen Cesneros

Jennifer Lum

Toni Silva Isabel Villanueva

Riho Kudo

Hulita DrakeJustin Choi

Jaylieen Cesneros
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SUBJECT AREA AWARDS
Presented to the student who has 
excelled in scholastic achievement 
in the specified discipline.

ENGLISH

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

SCIENCE

SOCIAL STUDIES

MATHEMATICS

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE

CHINESE

JAPANESE

SPANISH

VISUAL ART

DRAMA

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

PRINT MEDIA

BROADCAST COMMUNICATIONS

Elizabeth SickelsEislee Nakamasu

Odessa Tolentino

Kami Yamamoto

Joseph Gomes Devan Kahale Ibous

Elizabeth Sickels

Riho Kudo

Jaylieen Cesneros

Joseph Gomes

Jaylieen Cesneros

Kami Yamamoto

Justin Choi

Elizabeth Sickels

Isabel Villanueva

Toni Silva

Hulita Drake

Isabel Villanueva

Eislee Nakamasu

Justin Choi

Jaylieen Cesneros
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Saint Francis School is proud to announce that Odessa Tolentino, salutatorian for the class of 2015, is also the recipient 
of a $1,000 scholarship from the Mamoru and Aiko Takitani Foundation. In addition, Odessa will be receiving the Holy 
Cross Scholarship of $12,000 annually to attend the University of Portland in Portland, Oregon. This four-year merit 
award is worth $48,000. 

With a desire to help others, it is without a doubt that Odessa will be majoring in nursing. “Ever since I was just three 
years old, I already thought of pursuing a career in the medical field,” she explains. “I was always fascinated with the 
human body and how it works.”

Being of service to others and becoming a contributing member to society has driven Odessa in all she does. “Helping 
others and making them feel better was always one of my favorite things to do because it gives such a gratifying 
feeling,” she says.

“Odessa is a responsible individual, and holds herself accountable not just academically, but in all aspects of her life as 
a student and citizen of the world,” comments video production advisor Mr. Ryan Ragus. 

Reflecting on her years at Saint Francis School, Odessa says she’s become more outgoing. “I’m normally shy, but attending a small school like SFS helped me 
come out of my shell.” 

Her advice to the underclassmen is to “not be afraid to participate in extra-curricular activities.” Odessa adds, “You’ll grow to become a better person not only 
mentally, but also spiritually.”

“I would like to thank my two parents because without their love and support, I wouldn’t have been so determined to persevere,” says Odessa. “I would also like 
to thank my teachers and my high school counselor because without their teachings, I don’t think I’d be able to achieve the title of becoming class salutatorian.”

“Most importantly, I’d like to thank God. His plan for me has already been laid out, and I can’t wait to see what else He has in store for me.”  

Saint Francis School is proud to have Jaylieen Cesneros as the valedictorian for the class of 2015. A self-proclaimed 
perfectionist, Jaylieen plans to attend Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska. She will be a pre-dentistry student 
majoring in Biology. 

“I’ve always known that I wanted to pursue a career that helped people,” explains Jaylieen. “Growing up with family 
members who were dentists inspired me to pursue a career in dentistry.” 

Thanks to her hard work and dedication to academics, Jaylieen will receive the Founders Award of $13,000 per 
academic year from Creighton University, a four-year total of $52,000.

Jaylieen attributes her success to becoming “comfortable with who I am as a person.” She continues, “I learned that 
hard work and success are not things to shy away from.”

“Jaylieen takes great pride in her work and shows all of her steps in complete detail,” comments math teacher Mr. 
Parker Mason. “She is conscientious and is intrinsically motivated to succeed.”

“In the rare event that her grade does not meet her expectations, Jaylieen always follows up with the drive to understand and learn from her mistakes,” added Mr. 
Mason.

Like many Saint Francis School students, Jaylieen lives on the other side of the island and wound up spending many hours on the bus coming to school in the 
morning and getting home late at night after cheerleading practice. Amazingly, she was able to manage her academics and stay on top of her other commitments 
to her honor societies.  

Reflecting back on her years at Saint Francis School, her fondest memory was her class winning Song Fest as sophomores, and she is proud of becoming a 
member of the SAT / ACT Circle of Honor.  

Jaylieen’s advice for the underclassmen is to enjoy the years in high school. “Before you know it, you’ll be graduating,” she said. “Don’t procrastinate and keep 
your grades up.” 

“I was able to develop lifelong friendships through the small community of SFS,” Jaylieen says. “I’d like to thank my family, friends, and the faculty and staff of 
Saint Francis School.” 

Jaylieen Cesneros ‘15
Ryan Scudder

Odessa Tolentino ‘15
Ryan Scudder

JAYLIEEN CESNEROS
VALEDICTORIAN

ODESSA TOLENTINO
SALUTATORIAN
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CLASS OF 2015 COLLEGES AND MAJORS

Chasey Abrams

Kandis Amimoto

Yeon Ji An

Danielle Antolin

Jacqueline Bassett

Kaira Bosgra

Destiny Bryant

Jaylieen Cesneros

Yun Hee Cha

Robert Chesbro

Justin Choi

Donovan Dau

Jensen Doi

Hulita Drake

Brianna Dung

Sean Fernandez

Shane Fogg

Antonia Gary

Joseph Gomes

Kayla Ann Hall-Santiago

Leana Hayder

Talia Higgins

Jessica Hudson

Devan Kahale Ibuos

Victor Jodar

Benjamin Kim

Corey Kim

Kanta Kinoshita

Lauren Kobayashi

Taylor Kondo

Riho Kudo

Janson Kupau

Kamalei Levy

Malia Luis-Mateo

Jennifer Lum

Keli'i Macalino

Justin Main

Charlyn McKee

Tawehionalani Mora

Briana Nagasawa

Eislee Nakamasu

Leo Ortega Jr.

Cassandra Osaki

Alyssa Panis

Xadiani Pestana-Suster

Kaitlin Santos

Justin Sarsuelo

Lacey Satele

Elizabeth Sickels

Toni Silva

Quinn Szanyi

Destiny Taylor

Maika Teal

Lindsey Thomas

Odessa Tolentino

Royce Torres

Evan Trias

Kreighton Tsuruda-Gaspar

Blaze Umiamaka

Victor Uyechi

Torylynn Vicari

Rasela Vili

Isabel Villanueva

Kami Yamamoto

Jadelyn Yasuoka

Windward Community College • Liberal Arts

Chaminade University • Undecided

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University • International Business

University Of Hawaii At Hilo • Business

Kapiolani Community College • Radiologic Technician

Chaminade University • Interior Design

University Of Hawaii At Manoa • Psychology

Creighton University • Biology (Pre-Dentistry)

University Of Hawaii At Manoa • Undecided

Taylor University • Communications

University Of Washington (Seattle) • Computer Science

Leeward Community College • Liberal Arts

Northern Arizona University • Nursing

University Of Hawaii At Manoa • Creative Media

Western Oregon University • Undecided

Sierra College • Liberal Arts

Work (Full-Time) Employment

Windward Community College • Liberal Arts

University Of Hawaii At Manoa • Undecided

Grand Canyon University • Pre-Medicine

Hawaii Pacific University • Pre-Nursing

Hawaii Pacific University • Pre-Nursing

Chaminade University • Psychology

Pacific University • Pre-Medicine

Leeward Community College • Computer Science

Creighton University • Computer Science

University Of Hawaii At Manoa COP • Creative Media

Kapiolani Community College • Liberal Arts

University Of Hawaii At Manoa • Undecided

Chaminade University • Marketing

Returning To Japan  • Applying For Colleges In Japan During Fall 2015

Sierra College • LIberal Arts

U.S. Air Force Reserves • Military Enlistment

Menlo College • Accounting & Marketing

Western Oregon University • Business

Hawaii Pacific University • Education

Iowa Central Community College • Liberal Arts

Colorado Mesa University • Exercise Science

Honolulu Community College • Liberal Arts

University Of Hawaii At West Oahu • Education

Leeward Community College • Liberal Arts

Kapiolani Community College • Nursing

Kapiolani Community College • Liberal Arts

Pacific University • Exercise Science

Kapiolani Community College • Travel

Midland College • Liberal Arts

Kapiolani Community College • Liberal Arts

New Mexico Military Institute • Liberal Arts

University Of Hawaii At Manoa • Undecided

Stetson University • Studio Art

Seton Hall University • Physics & Computer Engineering

University Of Nevada, Las Vegas • Criminal Law

Pacific University • Biology

University Of Hawaii At Manoa • Undecided

University Of Portland • Nursing

Sierra College • Liberal Arts

Universal Technical Institute • Diesel And Automotive

Limestone College • Liberal Arts

Eastern Arizona College • Undecided

Hawaii Pacific University • Human And Health Sciences

University Of Hawaii At West Oahu • Undecided

Creighton University • Business

University Of Nevada, Reno • Pre-Nursing

Seattle University • Cultural Anthropolgy & Women and Gender Studies

Chaminade University • Nursing
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Saint Francis School
2707 Pamoa Rd, Honolulu, HI 96822
(808) 988-4111
www.stfrancis-oahu.org

An individual gift is the cornerstone of our Annual Fund.  
Donations to the Annual Fund support our Tuition Assistance 
Program, giving qualified and deserving students access to a 
quality Catholic education in a spirit of joy.  The Annual Fund 

also provides critical support that helps the school with 
operating costs and classroom and program expenses that 
tuition revenue alone does not cover. We are grateful for all 

contributions and honored by our donors’ generosity.

We invite you to become a member of our giving clubs:

Saint Marianne Cope Philanthropist Circle
(Lifetime gifts of $50,000 and above)

Franciscan Circle - $25,000 to $49,999

Saints Club  - $10,000 to $24,999

Principal’s Club - $5,000 to $9,999

Founders' Circle - $1,924 to $4,999

Troubadours  - $500 to $1,923

Century Club - $100 to $499

Friends of Saint Francis - up to $99

Mahalo for your support!

Make your donation to Saint Francis’ Annual Fund with the 
enclosed envelope or online at www.stfrancis-oahu.org.

Editor
Jeff Melland

Art Director
Ryan Ragus

All photos were taken 
by the students in the 
technology department.

Justn Choi '15
Hulita Drake '15
Joey Gomes '15
Victor Jodar '15
Taylor Kondo '15
Eislee Nakamasu '15
Cassandra Osaki '15
Toni Silva '15
Odessa Tolentino '15
Isabel Villanueva '15
Kami Yamamoto '15
Casey Hayakawa '16
Amanda Patrick '16
Jason Sonido '16
Clarisa De Leon '17
Tiare Guerrero '17
Kassie Nakaya '17
Hailey Okada '17
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