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T he controversial 
French novelist Andre 
Gide, in his novel “The 

Counterfeiters,” famously 
wrote, “One doesn’t discover 
new lands without consent-
ing to lose sight, for a very 
long time, of the shore.”

Bianca Dukesherer, who 
in her young life has many 
times bid temporary adieu 
to familiar shores in service 
to her personal discovery of 
new lands, will test the truth 
of Gide’s words next summer 
when she begins a two-year 
mission to Ethiopia for the 
Peace Corps.

It’s an undertaking the St. 
Francis School and Washing-
ton State University alumna 
once boldly predicted to 
close friends yet at the same 
time leaves her in a bit of 
unbelief.

“I know it won’t be easy,” 
Dukesherer said by phone 
from Washington State. “I 
could be placed by myself. It 
could be dangerous. There 
will be hard days when I 
might feel frustrated and 
alone. But I’m going to go 

into it with a strong mindset 
and faith.

“Everything that I’ve 
learned so far has prepared 
me to do this,” she said.

Dukesherer said she inher-
ited her desire to see other 
lands and experience other 
cultures from her father, a 
yacht broker who once 
sailed around the world as a 
young man.

Her first experience 
abroad came via her partici-
pation in St. Francis’ show 
choir program. The group 
performed at World Youth 
Day in Spain and also visited 
Italy and Portugal.

The trip was precisely the 

sort of mind-expanding expe-
rience the then-sophomore 
actively sought. In addition 
to the choir program, 
Dukesherer was also active 
in cheerleading, tennis, the-
ater, speech and debate, and 
student government. She 
also devoted much time to 
volunteer work and through-
out her high school years 
sponsored a child via 
Compassion International, a 
Christian nonprofit humani-
tarian organization.

“I liked dipping my toes 
into different things to figure 
out where I wanted to go,” 
she said.

At WSU, Dukesherer ma-
jored in human development 
and global studies, disci-
plines she said provided her 
a firm practical and issues- 
based foundation for the ser-
vice-based work she hopes 
to pursue.

Along the way, Dukesherer 
read Adam Braun’s “The 
Promise of a Pencil” and was 
intrigued by the author’s hu-
manitarian mission and, in 
particular, the semes-
ter-at-sea program that in-
formed his journey. 
Dukesherer proposed the 
program to her school and 
soon found herself following 

in Braun’s wake with a four-
month voyage to 14 coun-
tries in Asia, Europe, the 
Middle East and Africa.

Dukesherer supplemented 
the field labs and other struc-
tured elements of the pro-
gram with backpacking tours 
with her peers. These jaunts 
allowed Dukesherer to en-
gage more closely with the 
host communities and spend 
time volunteering at local 
schools, orphanages and 
other facilities. In Vietnam, 
for example, she helped at a 
medical facility for children 
affected by Agent Orange.

“My life flipped upside 
down,” Dukesherer said. “I 
got a different perspective of 
the cultures, particularly in 

developing countries. I got 
culture shock — a lot — but 
that only ended up expand-
ing my comfort zone.”

Ultimately, the experience 
gave Dukesherer the confi-
dence and motivation to 
pursue a goal she had held 
since high school. About 
a month ago she joined the 
Peace Corps. Just recently 
she received her assignment 
to Ethiopia, which will start 
in June.

“It’s going to be an incredi-
ble experience,” she said. 
“I’ll be able to live in a devel-
oping country and learn 
about the culture at ground 
level. That can only help if I 
decide to try and make an 
impact on a larger scale, ei-
ther by starting my own non-
profit or maybe working with 
the United Nations.

“I just want people to know 
that they can do anything 
they put their mind to,” she 
said. “I never thought in a 
thousand years that I’d be 
doing this, but it’s possible. 
I’ve come to realize that there 
is so much more for me in 
the world and so much more 
that I can do in the world.”
———
Reach Michael Tsai at 
mtsai@staradvertiser.com.

Short-term bonds to help fund rail

A coalition of powerful 
unions, business interests, 
environmentalists and oth-
ers has raised $740,000 in 
its effort to defeat this 
year’s ballot measure ask-
ing voters whether they 
want to convene a state 
constitutional convention, 
according to the latest 
campaign spending re-
ports filed Monday.

The ballot measure 
committee, called Pre-
serve Our Hawaii, has 
spent hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars of those 
funds on radio, print, tele-
vision and digital ads 
in recent weeks urging res-
idents to vote “no” on the 
ballot question.

The latest filing by the 
group shows that the Ha-
waii Government Employ-
ees Association donated 
$50,000 to the committee, 
increasing the amount that 
the union has contributed 
to $290,000. The United 
Public Workers contrib-
uted $25,000.

Other unions that have 
made contributions in-
clude the Hawaii State 
Teachers Association, the 
Hawaii Fire Fighters Asso-
ciation, the University of 
Hawaii Professional As-
sembly and National Edu-
cation Association.

While contributions 
have come from unions, 
the coalition also includes 
the Hawaii Democratic 
Party, the Chamber of 
Commerce Hawaii, Sierra 
Club Hawaii and the Ha-
waii chapter of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, 
among others.

Many of the groups op-
posed to the convention 
could stand to lose some-
thing if the state Constitu-
tion is altered. Opponents 
have argued there is too 
much at stake to open the 
Constitution to revision, 
particularly when it comes 
to protections for labor, 
the environment and Na-
tive Hawaiians. Some have 
also worried that money 
and special interests 
could 
unduly influence a con-
vention.

Proponents have argued 
the state Constitution was 
meant to be periodically 
revised and that a conven-
tion could help restore 
trust in government and 
provide an opportunity to 
push forward reforms the 
Legislature has been reluc-
tant to take up, such as 
campaign finance reform 
and establishing term lim-
its for state legislators.

There hasn’t been a 
comparable, organized 
effort to drum up support 
for a constitutional con-
vention, though individu-

Honolulu Mayor Kirk 
Caldwell said Monday that 
his administration will use 
proceeds from the sale of 
short-term commercial pa-
per to supply the city’s be-
leaguered $8 billion-plus rail 
project with $44 million to 
show “skin in the game” 
being required by federal 
transit officials and the state 
Legislature.

It will be the first time 
the city is committing funds 
backed by city property tax-
payers for the construction 
of rail, breaking a 2006 com-
mitment to only use federal 
transit dollars and a 0.5 per-
cent surcharge on the state 
general excise tax.

The Federal Transit Ad-

ministration, which commit-
ted $1.55 billion to the East 
Kapolei-to-Ala Moana Center 
project when it was pro-
jected to cost $5.26 billion, 
gave the city until Nov. 20 to 
come up with the money as 
part of a recovery plan for 
how it intends to complete 
construction. It has held up 
$745 million of its commit-
ted amount pending receipt 
of the recovery plan.

The City Council voted 7-2 
on Oct. 30 to approve Bill 42 
(2017), giving the go-ahead 
for the city to spend up to 
$214 million in all to help fi-
nance a hole in the rail bud-
get, and Caldwell signed the 
bill into law Thursday.

Monday’s press confer-
ence centered on the source 
of the payment.

Caldwell said he settled 
on using tax-exempt com-
mercial paper after weighing 
three other actions because 
it was the option that of-
fered the least costs and 
exposure to other negative 
fiscal impacts, was most 

transparent and required 
no further action from the 
Council or him.

“At this point we’re so 
close to this deadline, we 
don’t want to jeopardize 
(the situation) and miss it, 

so we’re taking probably the 
safest route, the least pain-
ful route, probably the most 
fiscally prudent route to get 
the $44 million over to HART 
by Nov. 20,” he said.

Fees for issuing the short-

term bonds would be be-
tween about $5,000 and 
$7,000, which is about how 
much interest would be lost 
if the city opted to take the 
money from the city’s fiscal 
stability or “rainy day” fund.

The administration re-
jected a suggestion by Coun-
cil members that the money 
come from the rainy day 
fund because it does not be-
lieve the FTA situation con-
stitutes major, unforeseen 
economic circumstances 
for which the fund was 
created, Caldwell said. Tak-
ing $44 million from the 
$114 million reserve fund 
also could negatively affect 
the city’s bond rating, he 
said.

His staff also rejected 
transferring funds from a 
city fund to the Honolulu 
Authority for Rapid Trans-
portation’s transit fund be-
cause it does not believe 
HART is a city agency as its 
budget is controlled by a 
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$44 million is “skin
in the game” to show
federal officials and
the state Legislature
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We’re so close to this 
deadline, we don’t want to 
jeopardize (the situation) 
and miss it, so we’re 
taking probably the safest 
route, the least painful 
route, probably the most 
fiscally prudent route to 
get the $44 million over to 
HART by Nov. 20.”

Kirk Caldwell
Honolulu mayor
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Many of the groups 
opposed to the 
convention could stand 
to lose something if the 
state Constitution is 
altered. Opponents have 
argued there is too 
much at stake to open 
the Constitution to 
revision, particularly 
when it comes to 
protections for labor, 
the environment and 
Native Hawaiians. 

———
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Mayor Kirk Caldwell said Monday his administration will use proceeds from selling short-term commercial paper to supply $44 million 
for the rail project. The rail support structure being built over Kamehameha Highway between the Arizona Memorial and Aloha Stadium 
as of Oct. 18.
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